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Scholarships Change Lives

Laeh Aframe
Class of 1942 Scholarship 

Laeh (Yoffe) Aframe, a member of the Class of 1942, came 
from a family where education was paramount and teaching 
the vocation of choice. Her two sisters, Ida and Dora, 
preceded her at the College. Laeh, her sisters, and her younger 
brother, Graenem, all had long careers teaching in the 
Worcester area. 

Laeh interrupted her career twice to raise two sons, Barry 
and Jay. While her sons did not adhere to Sir Thomas 
Moore’s advice to “…be a teacher” and became lawyers, they 
compensated by marrying women, Gail Maleman Aframe, 
Class of 1968, and Myra Parelman Aframe who are teachers, 
and who continue to teach in Worcester schools. 

Laeh had a lifelong passion for learning that she shared with 
her five grandchildren. While none have become teachers, 
three have gone on to advanced degrees.

Laeh was proud of her school when it was Worcester State 
Teachers College and consisted of a single building. She was 
even more proud of today’s Worcester State University with its 
magnificent campus and state-of-the-art teaching facilities.

Laeh was a very good student, but she often mentioned that 
if it had not been for her then boyfriend Jacob Aframe’s 
assistance with her science project where she had to collect 
and identify all of the leaves indigenous to New England, 
she might not have graduated. That science project led to 
a marriage that lasted 65 years and the scholarship is being 
established by Jacob in loving memory of Laeh because it is 
something which he knows “she would have liked.” 

(One $1,000 award) The Laeh Aframe Class of 1942 
Scholarship will be awarded to one student who graduated 
from a public high school in Worcester. Applicants should 
provide a short essay attesting to the need for this grant and 
offering insight into his or her scholarly interests.

The WSU Alumni Scholarship 
The Worcester State University Alumni Scholarship will be 
awarded to a son or daughter of a Worcester State University 
graduate. This scholarship is given each year to a number of 
deserving students who have achieved academic excellence 
during their previous educational experiences.

(Six Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition)  This scholarship, 
established and supported by thousands of Worcester State 
University Alumni, will be awarded to a total of six new or 
current students who are the son or daughter of a Worcester State 
University Graduate.

The WSU-NSSLHA Scholarship 
The National Student Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
(NSSLHA) is a pre-professional membership association for 
students interested in the study of communication sciences 
and disorders. At Worcester State University, the NSSLHA 
Chapter (WSU-NSSLHA) is designed to support and encourage 
participation and socialization within the Communication 
Sciences and Disorders Department. 

Activities typically include numerous fundraisers and community 
volunteer programs. Students in the WSU-NSSLHA chapter have 
participated in March of Dimes and Seven Hills Rehabilitation. 
They have brought guest speakers to campus including 
collaborating with other WSU organizations to fund nationally 
recognized speakers. During “May is Better Hearing and Speech 
Month,” chapter members have made posters and handed out 
brochures to increase public awareness of speech, language, and 
hearing disabilities. 

Through their fundraising efforts, WSU-NSSLHA has established 
a scholarship for undergraduate students in the Department 
of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Worcester State 
University. Although many scholarships support academic 
excellence, this scholarship is specifically designed to support 
students who plan to attend graduate school to become speech-
language pathologists or audiologists. The members of the 
organization hope that this award will encourage undergraduate 
students to learn more about the field of communication sciences 
and disorders and consider graduate studies to become speech-
language pathologists or audiologists.

($400 Award) The WSU-NSSLHA Scholarship will be awarded to 
a full-time junior or senior in the Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders who demonstrates academic excellence 
with a GPA of 3.0 or higher, financial need, active participation 
in the WSU-NSSLHA, and a desire to attend graduate school 
in speech-language pathology or audiology.  Applicants should 
provide a short essay attesting to their interest in these fields of 
study and the need for this scholarship. Preference will be given to 
students who began WSU as freshmen.



~ 6 ~

Scholarships Change Lives

Dr. Joshua Unuigboje
 “Oje” Aisiku Scholarship

Professor Emeritus Dr. Joshua Unuigboje “Oje” Aisiku’s 
constant scrutiny of the Education Department’s curriculum 
plans during his 24 years of service ensured their high level of 
integrity. Likewise, his students benefited from his expectation 
that they learn to develop child-centered curriculum and 
instruction techniques.

Professor Aisiku, who was affectionately known as Dr. OJ, 
brought to the Worcester State University faculty a broad 
teaching background and extensive administrative experience 
at the university level. He pioneered the establishment of the 
College of Education (as founding Rector) at Bendel State 
University (now Ambrose Alli University) in Ekpoma, Nigeria. 
He is an accomplished researcher, writer, and speaker with 
strong devotion to the teaching profession and the training of 
teachers.

Dr. OJ attended the University of Ife in Ile-Ife, Nigeria, where 
he graduated top in his class with a B.A. in Education (Hons) 
degree in 1971 and earned the Fafunwa Award for having 
the best score in the B.A./B.S. education examinations. He 
received his master’s degree in Curriculum and Supervision 
in 1974 and doctorate in Education in 1975 from Cornell 
University.

Dr. OJ earned fellowships for post-doctoral programs at 
the University of Manchester (1980) and the University of 
London (1981). He taught in universities in his home country 
of Nigeria from 1975 to 1984 and was an adjunct professor 
in Secondary Education at Hofstra University in New York 
from October 1984 to August 1985 before joining the WSU 
faculty in the Education Department in August 1985. He was 
appointed a faculty fellow in the Division of Graduate and 
Continuing Education (1995 – 1996), and for over ten years, 
he was the coordinator and advisor for the Graduate Middle/
Secondary Education program.

Dr. OJ retired in May 2009 to take an appointment as the 
founding President of a new private university, Chrisland 
Millennium University in Abeokuta/Owode, Ogun State, 
Nigeria. Dean of Education Elaine (Sharistanian) Tateronis 

’63, M.Ed. ’74, Ed.D., established this scholarship fund in 
honor of Dr. OJ’s retirement. She kept it a secret from him, 
and he was incredibly moved when she announced it at his 
retirement reception. Dr. OJ spoke warmly of Worcester State 
being his extended family and his hope that he can remain 
connected with the University.

He is married to Brenda and the couple has four children. 
He is a Christian and was ordained a Deacon in Emmanuel 
Baptist Church in Worcester.

(One $1,000 Award) The Dr. Joshua Unuigboje “Oje” Aisiku 
Scholarship will be awarded to a minority student in his or 
her senior year in the Middle/Secondary Education program 
who has a minimum GPA of 3.0 and a strong interest in 
teaching in the Worcester public school system. When no 
undergraduate qualifies in any given year, this award may be 
opened to graduate students enrolled in Education programs.

The Promila Bhan Scholarship 
Dr. Chand K. Bhan established the Promila Bhan Scholarship in 
memory of his mother, Promila Bhan.

($1,000 per year)  First preference given to an enrolled student 
of Indian descent. Second preference to a student who shows 
interest in and awareness of the cultural and historical impact of 
the people of the Indian subcontinent. Student must be in good 
academic standing and hold at least a 3.0 GPA, and demonstrate 
financial need.

The Blanche Marcus Carnam 
Memorial Scholarship 
The Blanche Marcus Carnam Memorial Scholarship was 
established by her son in 1985. Blanche attended Worcester State 
University during the late 1920’s. She did not graduate from the 
College, however, she had many fond memories of her attendance 
at Worcester State University and therefore, made the request that a 
perpetual scholarship fund be established in her name.

($500 Award)  Awarded to a female student majoring in 
Mathematics or Computer Science with a strong career interest and 
a minimum grade point average of 3.0.
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Scholarships Change Lives

The Shirley Albert Endowed
Scholarship 

The late Shirley Albert graduated from Worcester State Teachers 
College in 1942. She acted in campus productions, performed in 
drama plays on radio (Worcester Station WORC) and appeared 
in summer stock.

In her college yearbook, she is described as “intense, dramatic, 
sophisticated, already a recognized composer and an actress 
of worth; a combination of many artistic talents.”  She was a 
member of the Dramatic Club, the Glee Club, the Literary Club, 
and the annual play.

Shirley was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts and was raised in 
Worcester. She graduated from Worcester Classical High School 
and then continued her studies at Worcester State Teacher’s 
College. Shortly after graduating in 1942, Shirley moved to New 
York City to pursue a musical and theatrical career. From 1944 
to 1946, she did two wartime tours with the United Service 
Organization (USO) Camp Shows, entertaining U.S. Army 
troops in North Africa, Italy, France, and Germany. She also 
traveled extensively along the East Coast of the United States, 
the West Coast of Florida, California, and Nevada, where she 
performed her music in various settings. “Lavender Coffin” 
and “Nancy’s Song” were two of her more popular compositions. 
She also wrote many tunes of political satire, which she performed 
while accompanying herself on the piano. Five well-known jazz 
bands, including Lionel Hampton, Tex Beneke and Tony Pasta, also 
recorded “Lavender Coffin.” 

Throughout her career, Shirley was enthusiastic, energetic and 
optimistic. She had faith in whatever she was doing, says her 
brother Leon. She acted as a mentor to her cousin Stephen’s 
four children. Shirley never married, but when she died in April 
2000, she left a legacy that will allow her memory to live on. She 
made a bequest to Worcester State University in the amount of 
$250,000. As part of her bequest to Worcester State, Shirley also 
donated her entire collection of manuscripts and songs to the 
University’s archives.

The Department of Visual & Performing Arts established the 
Albert Performance Series in November 2000. The annual series 
will perpetuate Shirley’s association with the arts.

Shirley’s love of the arts, zest for life and generosity are continued 
in this scholarship that bears her name.

(Four Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition)  The Shirley Albert 
Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to one or more deserving 
incoming or current students who have been actively involved in 
music or drama programs in their pre-college or college years. 
Preference shall be given to incoming students. Worcester State 
University may award multiple scholarships each year, to the 
extent that eligible recipients can be identified, providing an 
amount equal to full in-state tuition. In certain situations, an 
amount greater than in-state tuition may be awarded to out-of-
state students.

Vera Dowden Baldwin
Scholarship

In the first scholarship of its kind at WSU, the late Vera Dowden 
Baldwin Scholarship awards financial assistance to a resident 
of Dowden Hall who demonstrates financial need. The fund is 
named in honor of Vera Dowden Baldwin ’34, whose connection 
with WSU spanned more than seventy years.

Vera, a native of Wales, graduated from Worcester’s South High 
School and in 1934, from Worcester State University. She was an 
elementary school teacher and assistant principal before joining 
the faculty at Worcester State University in 1957. Vera was 
an instructor in the Education Department and supervisor of 
student teachers before becoming an associate professor.

In 1963 she was named Dean of Women and, in 1970, she became 
the first Dean of Students. She helped guide WSU through the 
turbulent years of the Viet Nam War, during which the College’s 
bookstore was taken over by student protestors.

Forty years after her graduation, in 1974, Vera delivered the 
University’s commencement address and in 1978, the University 
honored her with an Honorary Doctorate degree. Vera chaired the 
first revival of the Scholarship Tea Committee in 1995 and served 
as co-chair until 2000. In 1999, Vera received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Outstanding Service to Alma Mater, the highest 
non-degree recognition bestowed by on an alumnus or alumna for 
exceptional loyalty, commitment and dedication. 
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The Bedard Family Scholarship

David Bedard was born in Worcester and graduated from 
Worcester State University in 1974. David and his four brothers 
and sisters were raised in the Great Brook Valley Housing Project 
by his mother, Ann Raymond, a single parent. They did not have 
much, materially, but their mother made sure that they were 
taught strong values.

The entrepreneurial spirit struck David early as he raised 
spending money and helped boost the family income with 
two paper routes, delivering the Worcester Daily and Sunday 
Telegram seven days a week. He received the T&G’s highest 
annual award (ACE Carrier) several times as a youth.

Upon graduation from high school, David enrolled at Worcester 
State University as an Elementary Education major. “I originally 
wanted to attend a different college for a business degree but we 
simply couldn’t afford it.”  In his junior year, WSU announced 
that it would begin offering a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration.

“I vividly recall that we didn’t have many Business faculty, so 
we took classes at WPI and Clark, in addition to WSU.”  He 
completed the requirements for the Business degree in three 
semesters, and was one of the first Worcester State graduates in 
that program in 1974.

David worked in television advertising sales for thirteen years at 
WSMW-TV 27 in Worcester and WJAR-TV 10 in Providence, RI. 
However, the entrepreneurial drive that had developed as a youth 
remained strong. He would work his full time job in TV sales, then 
put in another 20-30 hours a week developing his own businesses.

Today, as President of Bedard Enterprises, he heads up several 
international marketing companies operating in the U.S. and eight 
(8) other countries (the United Kingdom, Canada, China, Korea, 
Spain, Italy, Greece and Mexico). In addition, he owns and operates 
a large real estate investment and development company in the U.S. 
In establishing the Bedard Family Scholarship along with his wife 
Linda, and his children Noelle and Josh, David notes that it is most 
important to keep focused on your lifelong goals and dreams and 
pursue them vigorously. That is what makes America great.

According to David, his education at WSU was the cornerstone 
of my foundation for success. It gave me the knowledge and 
confidence to go out and pursue my goals and dreams. Now it is 
with great pleasure that my family can establish this Scholarship 
as a way of giving back.”

($1,250 Award) The Bedard Family Scholarship will be awarded 
to a student entering his or her sophomore year of study in the 
Business Administration department. Candidates are those full 
time students who have demonstrated a high degree of ambition, 
motivation and a “can-do” attitude toward success. Candidates 
must work full or part time while attending WSU. An essay 
should accompany the application, indicating the students 
desire to explore the possibilities of business ownership and 
documenting what the student has done to pursue this goal. This 
scholarship is renewable based on performance. International 
students with a sincere interest in business should consider 
applying for this scholarship.

 

Because of the high esteem in which Vera is held by the entire 
Worcester State University family, its first traditional dormitory 
complex, dedicated on September 26, 1990, was named in her 
honor. 

($500 award) The Vera Dowden Baldwin Scholarship will be 
awarded to a student, with financial need, residing in Dowden 
Hall. Candidates should provide a short essay attesting to the 
need for this grant and submit it with the scholarship application. 
It should be noted that this scholarship will not be automatically 
renewed and applicants are encouraged to reapply each academic 
year as long as they maintain residency within Dowden Hall.

“WSU was the cornerstone of my foundation for 
success. Now it is with great pleasure that my 

family can establish this scholarship as a way of 
giving back.” — David Bedard ’74
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The Jill Ann Bilodeau
Memorial Nursing Scholarship

This scholarship honors Jill Ann Bilodeau ’97, a young woman 
who planned on dedicating her professional life to helping others. 
Jill was a junior in Worcester State University’s Nursing Program 
when her dreams were cut short by a motorcycle accident that 
took her life on September 9, 2001. She had previously earned 
a bachelor’s degree with a concentration in health studies from 
WSU and completed EMT training at Quinsigamond Community 
College. 

Her family and friends remember her as a free-spirited, outgoing 
person with a passion for the ocean, music, and rugged vehicles, 
including trucks and four-wheelers. She was as comfortable 
changing the oil on her vehicle as she was wearing a pretty dress 
for a night on the town. 

Her advisor, Dr. Helen Rogers, Chair of the Nursing Department, 
says of Jill, “She was a bubbly, outgoing person who always had 
a twinkle in her eye. She was energetic and full of life, and had a 
wonderful sense of humor.”

Dr. Rogers recalls that Jill was also a very dedicated student. “She was 
always here, practicing in the lab. Her goal was to become a life flight 
nurse on the UMass/Memorial helicopter. She was determined to 
make it, and to be the best nurse she could be. Her loss was keenly 
felt by the staff and her fellow students. We miss her.”

In the spirit of commitment that was central to Jill Bilodeau’s 
character, her family has established this memorial scholarship 
in her honor. Family and friends of Jill generously supported this 
scholarship to ensure her name and accomplishments will be 
remembered by future generations of students.

Her mother, Linda, noted, “We wanted to set up this fund so 
that others who dream of becoming a nurse can receive help in 
pursuing their dream. We feel this is something that Jill would 
have wanted.”

(At Least Two Annual Awards Equal to $1,250)  The Jill Ann 
Bilodeau Memorial Nursing Scholarship will be awarded to an 
undergraduate student who is entering his or her junior or senior 
year of study within the Nursing department. The applicant must 
be attending Worcester State University full time and be in good 
academic standing. An essay should accompany the scholarship 
application and this essay should express the applicant’s reason 
for choosing the nursing profession. Preference will be given 
to students who have returned to college to continue their 
educational pursuits. 

The Arlyn Stahl Berlin
Annual Scholarship

Although Arlyn Stahl Berlin, sister-in-law of Dr. Melvin Merken, 
professor of Chemistry, did not have a chance to attend college 
herself, education was always an important part of her life.

Arlyn enjoyed reading very much, keeping up with current 
events and was even able to complete the Sunday New York 
Times crossword puzzles. Her skills also included knitting and 
needlepoint. Friends and family knew that she was always there 
to help when needed. 

Arlyn and her husband, Stanley, saw to it that their three 
children were serious about their education. Unfortunately, at 
the age of 48 Arlyn discovered that she had cancer. After still 
maintaining as many activities as possible, at the age of 52, the 
disease took her life.

Therefore, in Arlyn’s memory this scholarship is awarded to an 
incoming or current full-time undergraduate student who demonstrates 
outstanding scholarship and provides evidence of financial need.

($500 Annual Award) The Arlyn Stahl Berlin Annual 
Scholarship is awarded to a full-time undergraduate student who 
demonstrates outstanding scholarship and provides evidence of 
financial need. Applicants should provide a short essay attesting to 
the need for this grant and offering insight into his or her scholarly 
interests.

“We wanted to set up this fund so that 
others who dream of becoming a

nurse can receive help in pursuing their 
dream. We feel this is something that Jill 
would have wanted.” — Linda Bilodeau
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The Cynthia J. (Swenson) Blair 
Memorial Scholarship

Dennis R. Blair has established a scholarship in loving memory 
of his wife of 25 years, Cindy Blair ’02, who passed away in 
August 2005. Friends, family, and members of the Worcester 
State University and Quinsigamond Community College 
communities have also contributed to this scholarship.

Cindy, who earned lasting respect and affection from her co-
workers, was deeply committed to education. She earned an 
associate’s degree from QCC in 1979 and returned to school 19 
years later, graduating at the age of 43 with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology. She worked in the Center for Lifelong Learning 
at QCC for 20 years before joining WSU as Assistant to the 
Executive Officer of Massachusetts State Colleges. Most recently, 
she was Assistant Registrar while working towards a master’s 
degree in management. 

As Assistant Registrar, one of her primary responsibilities was 
working with the Disability Services Office. She knew all the 
students with disabilities and had a wonderful rapport with them. 
Her rapport with her co-workers was equally strong.

Co-workers remember her fondly for her organizational skills, 
her lists, and her sense of humor. “She was serious when she 
needed to be, but when things got stressful she could lighten up 
the mood in two seconds,” recalls Andrea Wamboldt, Director, 
Academic Success Center. “She had a great sense of humor. 
There were always little practical jokes going on between our 
departments.”

Joanne Harder, a clerk in the Registrar’s Office, remembers, “If 
she had a point to make, she made it. At the same time, she was 
very supportive. When our department moved, we couldn’t have 
done it without her.”

Outside of work, Cindy’s special interests included her cats, country 
line dancing, gardening, and her beach house in Maine. She 
embraced life and, even after being diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2002, she continued to work and enjoy her hobbies. In the midst of 
her painful battle, Cindy always made others feel good by making 
them laugh or relating a story about her cats or the beach.

By creating this scholarship in Cindy’s memory, her family and 
friends have established a lasting tribute to her life and memory.  

($500 Award) The Cynthia J. (Swenson) Blair Memorial 
Scholarship will be awarded to a matriculated, non-traditional 
student.

The Olive I. (Lutz) Borgatti
Endowed Scholarship

The late Olive I. (Lutz) Borgatti was born in Boston, MA in 
1917. She graduated from Worcester State Teachers College in 
1939 with a Bachelor of Science degree in education. She was a 
math whiz, Latin scholar and honor society member. After her 
graduation she married Anthony J. Borgatti, owner of Spag’s 
Supply, Inc. in Shrewsbury, MA. Mrs. Borgatti operated Spag’s 
Supply with her husband for 50 years. 

She was a trustee of the Shrewsbury Public Library, co-chairman 
of the drive to restore the Hook organ at Mechanics Hall in 
Worcester and a trustee of the executive committee of Central 
New England College. She received numerous awards in 
recognition of her achievements throughout her lifetime. 

Mrs. Borgatti was truly an exceptional woman. She and her husband 
were named entrepreneurs of the year for central New England 
in 1989. Olive was very active in community affairs, serving as 
treasurer of The Quota Club of Worcester and was presented the 
Community Service Medallion from Worcester State University for 
her extraordinary commitment to the Worcester area.

Olive I. Borgatti’s boundless energy was a true asset to the entire 
Worcester Community and her legacy lives on thanks to this 
meaningful scholarship fund.

(Twelve Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition)

Eligibility Criteria:

Applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee 
and the scholarships awarded, in accordance with the following 
priorities:

		 a.	 First priority will be given to students who were previously 
employed by or are retirees of Spag’s Supply, Inc or are 
children, spouses or relatives of former Spag’s Supply 
employees or retirees.

		 b.	 All students who apply must be enrolled full time, have a 
GPA greater than 3.0 and be able to show financial need.

		 c.	 Freshmen are eligible to apply and must provide their 
High School Academic records as evidence of academic 
achievement.

	d.	 The award is not automatically renewable, but can be 
awarded more than once to the same student. Students 
must reapply  each year.
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The Jose Bunuan Memorial 
Scholarship

Jose V. Bunuan, father of Dr. Josefina S. Bunuan of the Education 
Department at Worcester State University, was a teacher 
and principal in one of the largest elementary schools in the 
Philippines. He graduated from the Philippine Normal School, 
which was established by the American government during 
the Spanish/American War. Currently, it has been named the 
Philippine Normal College, which graduates the finest teachers in 
the Philippines.

Jose Bunuan believed that education is the best legacy a parent 
can give to their children. He was chosen by the Normal School 
to go to the United States to pursue further study in education, 
however, he became ill and returned to the Philippines. He 
married and raised six children, all of who reside in the United 
States and are successful professionals.

Through her father’s dedication and commitment to education, 
Dr. Josefina Bunuan also entered the teaching profession and 
taught at Worcester State University for many years before her 
retirement in 1999.

In honor of her father and to encourage students to become 
tomorrow’s educators, Dr. Bunuan established this scholarship 
that bears his name.

($500 Award)  The Jose Bunuan Memorial Scholarship is 
awarded to a junior enrolled in the Early Childhood Education 
program. The applicant must have a strong interest in educating 
children and must show evidence of financial need. Students 
applying for this scholarship should have a minimum cumulative 
grade-point average of 3.0. Candidates should provide a short 
essay attesting to the need for this scholarship and submit it with 
the scholarship application.

The Ric Buxton ’75 Memorial 
Scholarship

Richard “Ric” Buxton ’75 was an unselfish, caring individual who 
influenced hundreds of runners and multisport athletes. He was 
a teacher and coach at St. Bernard’s High School in Fitchburg 
and St. Johns High School in Shrewsbury before pursuing a 
successful career with the Digital Corporation. 

In 1994 he established Wachusett Cycle and Multisport in West 
Boylston, a store that succeeded because of Ric’s work ethic, 
honesty, and outgoing personality.

A leader of the Central Mass Striders Running Club for two 
decades, Ric also served as race director of the Central Mass 
Health Classic 10-miler and 5K race. He completed 16 marathons 
and competed in triathlons, including the grueling Iron Man 
event in Florida.

Ric’s skill as a coach is best demonstrated by the success of the 
CMS Triathlon Team that he organized and coached. Under his 
tutelage, the CMS Triathlon Team won the FISK Grand Prix 
series events six out of seven consecutive years. Ric passed away 
in 1998 of a pulmonary embolism following a routine surgical 
procedure. 

As one of his friends eulogized, Ric earned the affection and 
respect of all who knew him. He was a unique individual who 
pursued his own dreams and inspired others to achieve their 
personal best. 

The Central Mass Striders established this scholarship for students 
involved in extracurricular activities in loving memory of Ric.

($500 Award) The Ric Buxton Memorial Scholarship will be 
awarded to a current full-time student with a minimum grade 
point average of 3.0.  The applicant should provide evidence of 
involvement with extracurricular activities.

“I got a free ride at Worcester State, thanks to the 
Olive Higgins Prouty Scholarship. 

It’s important to me to give other students the same 
opportunities that I had.” — James Sheehan ’55
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Sidney Buxton, Jr.
Scholarship Award

Sidney Buxton has served the Worcester State University 
community for the last 27 years. From 1975 to 2001 he held 
the position of Assistant Dean of Multicultural Affairs and 
Director of the Learning Assistance Center. In January 2002, 
he was promoted to Dean of Academic Services and Freshman 
Studies. During his tenure at WSU, he has been responsible for 
the development of viable educational, cultural, and support 
programs for ALANA (Asian, Latin, African American, Native 
American) students.

As an educator, he has dedicated his career to ensuring education 
opportunity for the growing segments of underprivileged 
students, impacting the lives of hundreds of individuals at the 
high school, undergraduate and professional levels. As a friend, 
he has been a source of guidance and support facilitating personal 
and professional success for students and their families.

In honoring the person behind the success of many ALANA 
professionals, the Multicultural Affairs Alumni Council 
established the “Sidney Buxton, Jr. Scholarship Award” in 
1997. The award symbolizes Sid’s continuous dedication and 
commitment to ensure educational opportunities for minority 
and disadvantaged students at Worcester State University.

(Several Partial Tuition Awards) The Sidney Buxton, Jr. 
Scholarship Award will be awarded to a student who meets 
the following criteria: • A full-time student at Worcester State 
University in the academic year prior to this application. • A 
participant of the Alternative for Individual Development (AID) 
program. • A sophomore or junior, with a minimum grade point 
average (GPA) of 2.50, who has completed a minimum of 24 
credits within the last academic year. • Established participation 
with a community service event/agency.

The Bill and Betty Cahill 
Scholarship

Bill and Betty Cahill of Worcester exemplified the values and 
qualities of giving assistance to others their entire lives. The 
Cahills were active volunteers in the community, donating 
their time to the VNA Hospice program and the DSS 
Placement Program for children in need.  

Mr. Cahill was a member of the Worcester State University 
Graduate School Class of 1985 and received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service to the 
Community in 2004 from the Worcester State Alumni 
Association. He served the Worcester area in many capacities as a 
Youth Aid Officer and Probation Officer as well as a commission 
member on Elder Affairs and Co-Chair of the Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program Advisory Committee. Betty was an active 
volunteer as a docent at the Salisbury Mansion, the Worcester 
Women’s Club and in the restoration of Mechanics Hall.

In the spirit of their contribution, kindness and service, a 
scholarship has been established in their names and honor.  

($1,000 award) The Bill and Betty Cahill Scholarship will be 
awarded on an annual basis to a non-traditional student seeking 
a career in the field of Elementary Education. The student should 
exemplify those qualities that Bill and Betty so richly evidenced: 
contribution and commitment. The following criteria have been 
established for this scholarship:

1.	 Non-traditional Elementary education student

2.	 Student in good standing, meeting all of the academic 
rigors associated with the elementary major.

3.	 A history of contribution and service to others

4.	 Evidence of financial need.

“We hope that the values we learned will be instilled in future graduates 
so that they may become contributing alumni of Worcester State University 

in years to come.” — Gregg ’86 and Pamela (Swartz) ’87 Rosen
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The Paul J. Carnazza Scholarship

Paul J. Carnazza ’50 and ’53 believed that education was the 
key to making the world a happier, more productive place. A 
teacher and principal in the Worcester Public Schools for thirty-
three years, Mr. Carnazza established this award to help make 
education more accessible to succeeding generations of deserving 
students.

According to his son James, Mr. Carnazza believed that “The 
way societies grow and mature and function for the betterment 
of all is through education. He chose to give to Worcester 
State University not only because he was an alumnus but also 
because he saw that the college fills a vital need. If there weren’t 
a Worcester State, a lot of potential students might not be able to 
attend college.” 

Mr. Carnazza, who earned both his Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees from Worcester State University, served with the Fourth 
Marine Division in World War II. He was among the Marines 
who took Iwo Jima and was later awarded the Purple Heart. He 
kept the Marine bulldog emblem posted on his classroom doors, 
a signal that he expected his students to do their best. “He was 
known as a tough teacher,” his son said, “because he knew that 
education was the best chance his kids had for a better life.”

In addition to being an outstanding educator, Mr. Carnazza ran a 
gardening business for many years. He was married to the former 
Anne Campbell for twenty-five years and the couple had eight 
children.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Paul 
J. Carnazza Scholarship is awarded to a new or current full-
time student who shows superior scholarship and financial 
need combined with a strong career interest, with a minimum 
cumulative average of 2.8 and evidence of potential for future 
accomplishment.

The Lucy Chand Nursing 
Scholarship

Lucy (Massey) Chand was born in India on May 22, 1908. She 
settled in the United States in 1978 after an illustrious career as a 
public health nurse in India from 1935-1967. In the 1930’s, when 
the world was still in infancy regarding women’s rights, Lucy 
Chand was well ahead of her time embarking on a nursing career.

What Lucy Chand most exemplified in her life was her love for 
her family. She balanced a demanding professional career with 
that of a full-time mother and raised five children. Not only was 
she able to send her children to the U.S., she fulfilled her own life-
long dream of coming to the U.S. She loved her adopted country, 
made many friends and after twelve years of a joyful life in the 
United States, she died in 1991 and is laid to rest in Paxton, MA.

Her drive and passion were passed down to her children. Her son 
Ronald H. Chand and his wife Alina have been beneficial to the 
future of Worcester State University. Ron is a former Trustee and 
member of the Worcester State Foundation Board and both he 
and Alina sponsor an annual essay-writing contest in the memory 
of Paxton Police Chief Robert J. Mortell.

It is in the memory of his mother and his willingness to 
help provide a quality education to others Ronald H. Chand 
established this scholarship that bears the name of his mother.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The 
intent of The Lucy Chand Nursing Scholarship is to extend a 
“helping hand” through financial assistance to the recipient. The 
recipient should be a full-time undergraduate Nursing student 
or a graduate Nursing Student. Candidates should provide a 
short essay attesting to the need for this scholarship and submit 
it with the scholarship application. Though the award is not 
automatically renewable, an awardee may receive this annual 
scholarship more than once. Applicants are encouraged to reapply 
each academic year.

“My father chose to give to Worcester State not only 
because he was an alumnus but also because he saw that 

the college fills a vital need.” — James Carnazza ’82



~ 14 ~

Scholarships Change Lives

The Father Roland Chenier 
Memorial Scholarship

Father Roland Chenier served as campus minister at Worcester 
State University for nine years (1981-1990). He was a friend and 
mentor to numerous students as well as a visionary leader. His 
warm and friendly smile attracted many students and his sense of 
humor and caring manner left a lasting impression on everyone 
he met.

Father Roland was the driving force behind the establishment of 
a Campus Ministry House in 1984, which continues to be a safe 
haven for people of all faiths.

Father Roland’s greatest legacy is reflected in the personal 
relationships he had with the students at the College. He had 
a beautiful way of providing direction and comfort to many 
students who were away from home for the first time. As 
testimony to his special bond with students, Father Roland was 
asked to officiate at the weddings of several couples who met 
while they were students at Worcester State University.

To honor Father Roland’s memory, alumni, employees and 
friends of Worcester State University, through their generous 
support, have established a scholarship in his name.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  The Father 
Roland Chenier Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to 
a student who is entering his or her junior or senior year of 
undergraduate study. Applicants are asked to submit an essay that 
highlights his or her work and contributions to a religious group. 
Students may include a letter of recommendation from a member 
of the clergy within whom he/she has worked. Preference will be 
given to a student currently involved in a religious group that is 
presently affiliated with Worcester State University.

Class of 1959 Scholarship
As an expression to Worcester State University for a quality 
education, the Class of 1959 Scholarship(s) was established in 
celebration of their fiftieth reunion. Through this scholarship, 
the Class acknowledges and endorses the University’s mission to 
provide a high quality and affordable education for all, and believes 
that education is the best hope for a brighter future. 

In particular, the intent of this scholarship(s) is to financially 
assist those students who have conquered, or are facing, 
monumental obstacles and/or challenges in their lives. Given these 
circumstances, these students may be too discouraged to pursue 
a higher education, but this scholarship will be the incentive to 
propel them forward. The Class of 1959 is grateful to Worcester 
State College for providing such a strong academic foundation for 
their careers and now wants to give back to future classes. It is their 
hope that others can realize their dreams despite challenges and 
unprecedented odds. 
(Up to Four Awards Equivalent to In-State Tuition and Fees) The 
Class of 1959 Scholarship is awarded to an incoming freshman 
majoring in Early Childhood Education (preschool-grade 2) 
or Elementary Education (grade 3-grade 8). Candidates must 
demonstrate superior scholarship combined with strong career 
monumental obstacles and/or challenges in their lives. Given these 
circumstances, these students may be too discouraged to pursue 
a higher education, but this scholarship will be the incentive to 
propel them forward. 

The Mary W. Smith Scholarship 
Mary W. Smith was born in Worcester in 1911 and graduated 
from Worcester State University in 1932. She received a Master’s 
degree from Clark University in 1934 and taught at various 
high schools in central Massachusetts. She received a Master’s 
degree in education from Worcester State University in 1960. 
She died in 1978 and left $10,000 to Worcester State University 
for a scholarship for students with financial need. Following her 
death a trust fund was established known as the Mary W. Smith 
Scholarship Trust Fund. Since that time countless students have 
benefited from Ms. Smith’s generosity.

($500 Award)  Awarded to a new or current student who shows 
financial need.
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Class of 1958
Endowed Scholarship

On October 28, 2002, twelve members from the Class of 1958 
gathered at WSU to begin the planning of their 45th reunion 
celebration. From the initial meeting, there was a clear sense of 
excitement in the room and a special camaraderie existed amongst 
the committee members, even though some had not returned to 
campus nor seen one another since their graduation. Classmates 
picked up right where they had left off, forty-five years earlier!

During one of the meetings, the committee discussed what type 
of gift they would like to present to the president in honor of their 
45th reunion. After much thought, the committee set a goal and 
challenged their classmates to come forward with donations which 
would enable their class to establish an endowed scholarship. As 
committee members reminisced about all of the great times and 
wonderful professors they had at Worcester State, they thought that 
perhaps they would name the scholarship for: Dr. Busam, Dr. Foster, 
Miss Wilmarth, Mr. Eager, Dr. Barlow, Dr. Shaw or Dr. Morris. 
The suggestions were endless! There were so many favorites that 
ultimately, if successful, the name of the scholarship would be The 
Class of 1958 Endowed Scholarship. Never before in the history of 
the University had this goal been realized! The campaign began! 

Reunion Weekend arrived and at their class dinner on June 7, 2003, 
it was announced that the class had not yet met their goal. The 
disappointment in the room was short lived, however, as one of the 
members of the class stepped up to the microphone and extended 
a challenge: he would match up to $5,000 if the class could bring 
in the additional funds! The enthusiasm was palpable! The Class 
of 1958 embraced the challenge and succeeded in establishing the 
first endowed scholarship on behalf of a reunion class! The class 
followed this historic gift with an encore presentation at its 50th 
reunion in 2008. Once again, an announcement was made at the 
class dinner that the class was very close to endowing a second 
scholarship. Class members responded ardently with more gifts in 
the following weeks, and the class reached its goal!

The precedent has been set, and the Class of 1958 is now an 
example of what each reunion class can accomplish. How 
wonderful it would be if students today and in the future could 
continue to receive scholarships given by alumni who preceded 
them. Congratulations and sincere gratitude to all of the 
members of the Class of 1958 who helped realize these goals!

(Two Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition) The intent of the 
Class of 1958 Scholarships is to extend a “helping hand” through 

Class of 1953
Endowed Scholarship 

In gratitude for the quality of life made possible to them as 
graduates of Worcester State University, the Class of 1953 
Endowed Scholarship has been established on the occasion of 
their fiftieth reunion.

The Class of 1953 was one of the earliest to welcome back World 
War II veterans under the G.I. Bill of Rights. This factor added 
a unique dimension to the make up of their undergraduate 
student body.

Though small in number, the members of this class made their 
mark in various levels of the educational field; in classroom 
teaching, school administration, college instruction, as well as 
private enterprise and corporate business. Six doctoral degrees 
were earned by class members from outstanding graduate 
institutions based upon preparation made at Worcester State 
University.

With this scholarship award the class hopes to pass on a flicker 
from the lamp of learning that embodies the spirit of Worcester 
State University and the Class of 1953.  

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual In-State Tuition) The 
Class of 1953 Endowed Scholarship is awarded to a full time 
undergraduate student majoring in Education in a program 
leading to teacher certification in Massachusetts.  The student 
must demonstrate financial need and have a GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
They must provide details of their need for this award in their 
essay that accompanies their application.

With this scholarship award, the class 
hopes to pass on a flicker from the 
lamp of learning that embodies the 

spirit of Worcester State University… 
— Class of 1953 
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The John F. Coughlin
Memorial Scholarship 

  
The late John F. Coughlin played a major role in the personal, 
professional and athletic development of many players, coaches 
and officials at Worcester State University. He was the first and 
most successful hockey coach in the history of Worcester State 
University and his teams won more than 140 games in his 15-
year career. Under his leadership the Lancers won the Eastern 
College Athletic (ECAC) Division III hockey championships 
for many years. 

He was founder of the Worcester Little League in 1956 and 
coached for 17 years. He was instrumental in the formation 
of the Worcester Peewee Youth Hockey Association and 
also coached for 14 years. In 1981 the Worcester community 
honored him for his work with youth sports for over 25 years. 

The Worcester State University football field was dedicated in 
his name in 1986. He was referred to as a “one man alumni 
association” years before an active alumni association was 
developed at the college. His giving and caring continues today 
through those he taught by his example.

($500 per year)  Awarded to a new or current student who 
demonstrates superior scholarship combined with a strong 
career interest and financial need.�

Class of 2003
Student Leader Scholarship

The Class of 2003 has earned the distinction of establishing the 
first scholarship for student leaders at Worcester State University. 
Recognizing the need to encourage and support student leaders, 
the Class of 2003 established a Student Leader Scholarship with a 
class gift of nearly $10,000.

Class President Monica Labbe noted, “Student leaders make 
tremendous contributions to campus life in a variety of ways. 
Although much of their work goes on ‘behind the scenes,’ they 
improve the college experience for many of their fellow students. 
They help organize events, represent students’ concerns to the 
administration, and serve as a link between students and the 
greater college community. We felt that these unsung heroes 
deserve special recognition.” 

Although many scholarships support academic excellence, this 
scholarship is specifically designed to support students who are 
involved in campus activities and give of their time and energy to 
improve the college experience for classmates. 

Thanks to the creativity and foresight of the Class of 2003, future 
generations of WSU student leaders will receive recognition and 
support for their hard work on behalf of their fellow students.

($500 per year) The Class of 2003 Student Leader Scholarship 
will be awarded to an undergraduate student who is ardently 
involved with campus activities. The applicant should provide a 
brief essay describing his or her involvement as a leader on the 
Worcester State University campus. Preference will be given, but 
not limited to, a student in his/her junior or senior level of study.

 

How wonderful it would be if students 
today and in the future could continue to 
receive scholarships given by alumni who 

preceded them. — Class of 1958

financial assistance to the recipients. The recipients may be incoming 
freshmen or present students working their way through Worcester 
State University. Preference will be given, but not limited to, relatives 
of a Worcester State University graduate from the Class of 1958. The 
applicants must have a GPA of 2.75 or better and must include an 
essay expressing why they should be the recipients of this scholarship.
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The Francis Crimmins
Endowed Scholarship

When Francis Crimmins ’58, M.Ed. ’62, C.A.G.S. enrolled at 
Worcester State Teachers College, his strong mathematical 
skills made him a natural fit for the math and science education 
major available at the time. He led the life of many of today’s 
hardworking students. He worked part-time when he was taking 
a full course load and full-time in the summer, and he lived at 
home to keep his costs down. In addition to taking classes, Fran 
served as treasurer of the Men’s Athletic Association his junior 
and senior years. 

Following his graduation, Fran began a long career teaching 
math at various middle and high schools, including in Grafton, 
Framingham, and Yarmouth. He spent over 20 years not only 
teaching math to teenagers, but also trying to inspire them to 
like math. “It was a subject that girls in particular did not like. 
It took a lot of work to get them to turn the corner and see that 
math can be fun,” he recalled.

Fran also worked as a guidance counselor for a brief time, 
during which he co-founded a guidance program for middle-
school students, and led a middle-school math department for 
15 years. Late in his education career, Fran became a co-director 
of Yarmouth High School’s Title V math and English program. 
He left the education field in the early 1980s to run his building 
and development company, Crimmins Associates, full-time.

In the early 1960s, Fran returned to WSU to obtain his master’s 
degree. He also attended the University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
to earn a certificate of advanced graduate studies in administration 
while he was working and raising two children, Michael and 
Kathy, with his late wife, Donna. A member of the International 
Association of Approved Basketball Officials for 15 years, Fran 
spent some of his spare time officiating high-school basketball 
games in the Local Board 26-Central Massachusetts territory.

Fran has fond memories of his days at WSU. “We had such a great 
group of friends,” he said. “It was a great experience.” Fran has 
reconnected with classmates at various class reunion, and has 
given back to the University in many ways since then. In honor of 
his 50th Reunion, he decided to reciprocate all the opportunities 
his alma mater afforded him by creating this scholarship.

Fran did so with the goal of rewarding WSU students who are 
planning a career teaching math, making him a contributor to 
the nationwide effort to increase the number of math teachers 
in public schools. “First and foremost, I would like them to be 

successful in life,” Fran said of recipients of his scholarship. “But I 
also hope that this will inspire a number of WSU students to fulfill 
their dream to become math teachers.”

(Two Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition) The Francis Crimmins 
Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time undergraduate 
student majoring in Education who is employed at least part-time 
and lives off campus, with preference given to an individual interested 
in pursuing a career teaching mathematics at the middle- or high-
school level. Applicants must provide a short essay attesting to 
their need for this grant and their interest in becoming a teacher 
and, when appropriate, becoming a middle-school or high-school 
mathematics teacher.

The Margaret M. Curran
Endowed Scholarship

Margaret “Peggy” Curran has enjoyed a long and happy 
association with Worcester State which began in 1950 when she 
entered the one-building college as a freshman.  Graduating in 
1954 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education, Peggy 
went on to receive her Master’s in 1956.  The lessons learned 
from many outstanding faculty members, including Dr. Elizabeth 
Foster’s admonition to be “firm, friendly and fearless,” were ones 
that Peggy put into practice immediately upon her graduation.

Indian Hill School was Peggy’s first home to, at times, as many as 
forty, second and third grade students, thus making Peggy most 
thankful to Dr. Foster for her sage advice.  Peggy realized the 
importance of teaching the whole child, guiding them socially as 
well as academically. “You gain respect by showing respect.”  

Following her tenure at Indian Hill School, Peggy transferred to 
Tatnuck Elementary School. Upon the special request of beloved 
alumna, Helen G. Shaughnessy, Class of 1943, Peggy became 
a Demonstration Teacher for the College. “I considered this a 
great honor,” recounts Peggy.  Her classroom was a warm and 
welcoming home to many Worcester State student teachers. It was 
also a haven in which Peggy shared her zeal and love for teaching 
with Worcester State students.  As Peggy shares, “It was a two-way 
street; keeping up with the latest teaching ideas while encouraging 
and demonstrating the tried and true teaching techniques.”  The 
positive influence Peggy had on many educators is felt to this day. 
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Since her retirement, Peggy has been an invaluable asset to the 
Alumni Office.  Peggy devotes much of her time serving as a 
Class Agent, as a co-chair of her class reunions and as a co-chair 
of the Scholarship Tea Committee.  When Dr. Janelle Ashley 
assumed the Presidency in 2002, Peggy graciously offered to host 
a party welcoming the President and introducing her to many 
Worcester State graduates.   In 2003, Peggy was, most fittingly, 
the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award for Outstanding 
Service to Alma Mater, the highest non-degree honor bestowed 
on an alumnus or alumna. 

Peggy’s loyalty and commitment to Worcester State are most 
apparent through her Alumni volunteer work.  Yet, Peggy 
wanted to do more.  In honor of the fiftieth anniversary of her 
graduation from Worcester State, Peggy created this scholarship. 
“The college provided me with a wonderful education and I had 
many excellent teachers that laid the foundation for a successful 
teaching career.  I hope that this scholarship will help future 
teachers build a happy career in a most needed profession.”  

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)
The Margaret M. Curran Endowed Scholarship will be awarded 
to a full-time Elementary Education female student entering her 
junior or senior year who has maintained an overall G.P.A. of 3.3 
or higher.  A student applying for this scholarship must include 
an essay with her application indicating her commitment to the 
teaching profession.

Davis Advertising Scholarship
in Honor of
Marion and Leonard Davis

Andy Davis, a member of the Worcester State Foundation and 
owner of Davis Advertising in Worcester, has established a scholarship 
in honor of his parents, Marion (Cohen) and Leonard Davis. 

Marion and Leonard Davis grew up in Worcester and graduated 
from Commerce High School. Leonard, an astute businessman, 
became a sales manager for a Providence, Rhode Island, radio 
station. His work brought him into contact with the numerous 
ad agencies in the area and before long he decided that there was 
room for a good ad agency in Worcester. He and Marion rented 
a room at 274 Main Street and set up shop in 1949. They paid 
themselves fifteen dollars a week.

The couple originally focused on radio ads, with Marion doing 
the writing and Leonard taking care of accounts. Before long, 
however, they had two non-radio clients: Molly Stark Furniture 
in Vermont and Baker Box in Worcester. They hired an artist and 
their business continued to grow.

In time, Marion, who had always enjoyed writing, expanded her 
role to become a radio personality. Using the name “Sheila Dix”, 
she became a well-known hostess for live broadcasts of store 
openings and other public relations events. The agency expanded 
in yet another direction when it began managing the Worcester 
Home Show in the 1960s. The company had done the advertising 
for the event for many years, but when the opportunity to 
organize and manage it came up, Leonard didn’t hesitate to take 
on the responsibility.

Leonard passed away in 1977 and Marion retired in 1979. But the 
couple’s multi-faceted communications enterprise continues to 
grow and prosper under the guidance of their sons. Jeffrey Davis, 
M.Ed. ’71, who worked in the agency for many years, manages 
Expo Management, which runs many popular events. Philip 
publishes several highly regarded local newspapers. And Andy 
owns and operates Davis Advertising, Worcester’s largest ad 
agency. Employing more than twenty-five people and servicing 
more than sixty clients, the agency has handled advertising for 
Worcester State University for the past five years.

Andy established this scholarship “to encourage and support 
individuals who want to work in communications – and as a 
tribute to my parents, who proved that with good ideas and hard 
work almost anything is possible.”

(Two $1,000 awards)  The Davis Advertising Scholarship in 
Honor of Marion and Leonard Davis will be awarded to two 
students majoring in Communication who exemplify the qualities 
of hard work and determination. It should be noted that this 
scholarship will not be automatically renewed and applicants 
are encouraged to reapply each academic year. 

The India Society Scholarship 
($250 per year)  First preference to an enrolled student of Indian 
descent. Second preference to a student with an understanding of 
the culture of the people of India. Student must have a 3.0 GPA or 
higher and have at least a junior standing.
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The Elizabeth “Betty” Deely 
Memorial Scholarship

Elizabeth “Betty” Deely grew up in the Grafton and Vernon Hill 
section of Worcester. As a girl, she dreamed of becoming a nurse. 
The third of six children in a working class family, money was 
scarce, and she was expected to graduate from high school and 
get a job.

Betty saw an opportunity when she read about the Cadet Nurse 
Program. It educated young women to become nurses to address 
a severe nursing shortage, particularly for soldiers wounded in 
World War II. She graduated in 1948.

With the war over, Betty’s service was not needed by the military. 
However, she knew she was needed in her community and began 
her career with the Worcester District Nurses. She went into the 
poorest of homes and taught new mothers to care for their babies. 
She also taught families to care for their loved ones. 

In October of 1949, Betty married Joseph Deely, a discharged, 
enlisted veteran of WWII and a newly appointed second 
lieutenant in the Air Force Reserve. Betty and Joe were married 
for 57 years, and they raised eight children together. 

Following his return from WWII, Joe enrolled at Worcester State 
Teachers College, but withdrew for full-time employment. He was 
called to active duty in the Air Force and served 11 months in Korea. 
Upon his return, Joe re-enrolled at WSTC. He graduated in 1956. 

Betty’s employment as a nurse allowed Joe to pursue a 
baccalaureate degree in elementary education. “She would work 
nights, and I would babysit,” Joe says. “I would never have been 
able to get through Worcester State without her.” In his senior 
year, Joe was elected president of the Student Council, inducted 
into the Kappa Delta Pi International Honor Society in Education, 
and shared the Ella Whitney Prize for self-development with the 
class president, John Neal. 

Joe was an elementary school teacher for two years and earned a 
master’s degree in education from WSTC in 1958. Still affiliated 
with the Air Force Reserve, Joe left teaching in late 1959 to become 
an Air Reserve Technician at Hanscom Air Force Base in Bedford, 
Mass. In 1969, he was recalled to active duty. Over the next 14 
years, his assignments took the family to Springfield, Va., and 
Warner Robins, Ga. Joe retired in 1983 in the grade of colonel.

As her family grew, Betty worked as a private duty and hospital 
nurse. She was selfless in her desire to assist her neighbors, 
children, family, or friends. When Betty was no longer able to 

Paul ’57, ’59 & 
Barbara ’71 Davis Scholarship

For Paul and Barbara Davis, the connection to Worcester State 
University runs deep.  They earned their undergraduate degrees in 
education at Worcester State and both went on to earn their master’s 
degrees.  In addition, both  their children are alums - Bryan, class 
of 1974 and Pamela, class of 1977 - and their daughter-in-law, Joan, 
in 1991.  Barbara worked in the WSU Library for five years prior 
to a twenty-five year teaching career.  Paul established the WSU 
Communication Department and taught for thirty-five years before 
retiring as Professor Emeritus in 1992.

“We have a strong affiliation with the WSU,” Barbara notes.  “It 
has played an important role in shaping our lives and helping us 
achieve our goals of service to young people.”

“I have always been proud to be a graduate of Worcester State,” 
says Paul, who also, holds a doctor of education degree from the 
University of Massachusetts. “ I have taken courses at colleges and 
universities in the Commonwealth and Connecticut and I can say 
with assurance, that the undergraduate and graduate programs at 
Worcester State University compare without equal. A Worcester 
State University education is outstanding.”

Their pride in their alma mater is linked to many  memories.  
Paul recalls his role as consultant to the architects designing the 
lower level of the Learning Resource Center which houses the 
Communication Department, initially called the Audio-Visual 
Department.  “The role of technology in the classroom was about 
to explode and I was fortunate to have input on the design of our 
classrooms, studios and curriculum,” he notes.

Paul and Barbara have been married more than fifty years and have 
two children and five grandchildren.  Education is a family priority 
- both their children and son-in-law, Richard Bickford, are teachers.  
“We feel strongly about the importance of doing this” notes Barbara, 
“in order that others may have the same opportunities.” 

Paul agrees.  He says, “WSU gave us so much and we’ve decided that 
it’s right to give back in a significant way.  Our hope is that current 
and future generations of students will continue to have access to an 
education of excellence at Worcester State University.” 

($500 award) The Paul ’57, ’59 and Barbara ’71 Davis 
Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time undergraduate student, 
residing in Worcester County, with need. Candidates should 
provide a short essay attesting to the need for this scholarship and 
submit it with the scholarship application. It should be noted that 
the award will not be automatically renewed.  
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work, it only took a phone call for her to pack her bags and go 
where she was needed or open her and Joe’s home to family 
needing care. She strongly believed in education, especially for 
women. She was especially thrilled to see two of her daughters 
become nurses and work in their communities.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The 
Elizabeth Deely Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a senior 
Nursing major who provides documented evidence of financial 
need. Preference will be given to applicants who are citizens of the 
United States. Applicants should provide a short essay attesting to 
the need for this grant and offering insight into his or her desired 
nursing specialty.

The Gene J. DeFeudis Family 
Endowed Scholarship

Worcester State Foundation Board member Gene J. DeFeudis 
believes that with a little support and a lot of motivation, most 
people can achieve their dreams. That’s why he established this 
scholarship to help students pursue their educational goals.

Mr. DeFeudis grew up in a family of nine children on Worcester’s 
East Side.  He began working at a young age, excelled at football 
and track at school, and was offered athletic scholarships to 
several colleges.  But concerns about a serious neck injury kept 
him from accepting the offers. Instead, he studied accounting 
before joining a personal finance company, where he became an 
over-achiever. He put in long hours and moved seven times in 
eight years – including moves to New Jersey, Ohio, Tennessee, 
and Texas.

His hard work paid off. In 1974 he launched his own consumer 
finance business, specializing in boats, manufactured homes, and 
recreational vehicles. The company became nationally recognized 
and was operating in twenty-two states when he sold it to a bank 
in 1999.  He also founded a realty corporation, an insurance 
agency, and an investment company and was an original investor 
in and director of the former Flagship Bank and Trust Company.

Today, Mr. DeFeudis divides his time between his business interests 
and his philanthropic interests, which include UMass Medical 
School/Worcester Foundation for Biomedical Research, The Greater 
Worcester Community Foundation, The Hope Lodge, Jeremiah’s Inn, 
the American Red Cross, the United Way, and the YMCA. 

When Gene decided to make a substantial donation to an 
educational institution, he chose Worcester State University 
because “It’s a college where people who have financial needs can 
go with some support.  I believe that with a little support and a lot 
of motivation, almost anyone can achieve their dreams.”

This generous gift from Gene will enable countless students to 
continue their educational pursuits and achieve their dreams.

(Four Full Annual Tuition Awards)  The Gene J. DeFeudis Family 
Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to incoming or full-time 
students with a minimum grade point average of 3.0.  The applicant 
should provide evidence of financial need.  Furthermore, candidates 
should provide a short essay attesting to the need for this scholarship 
and submit it with the scholarship application. *Preference will be 
given to students entering their freshman year of study.

The Dr. Francis L. Jones
Memorial Scholarship

Dr. Francis L. Jones was born on July 29, 1900. He received 
both Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees from Brown 
University and a Ph.D. from Clark University. He joined the 
Worcester State University faculty in 1929 and retired in 1970, 
thus serving 41 years at the college. 

He was a classical scholar who initially taught Latin and 
Greek. Later he was Professor and Chair of the Social Sciences 
Department and taught a variety of courses in that discipline. 

He lived on May Street, not far from the college and was a 
familiar figure on campus even after his retirement. At his death 
he left a signif﻿icant sum of money to Worcester State University 
for scholarships for students with financial need.

(Six Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition) Awarded to an 
undergraduate student with a grade point average of 3.5 or better 
on the basis of need.
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The Fairlawn Rehabilitation 
Hospital Scholarship

Since its establishment in 1987 as the first physical rehabilitation 
hospital in central Massachusetts, Fairlawn has enjoyed a 
reputation as the area’s premier provider of physical rehabilitation 
services.  As a “neighbor” of Worcester State University on 
May Street, Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital offers convenient 
accessibility and a challenging and interesting experience for 
graduating nurses. 

Because rehabilitation is Fairlawn’s sole focus, nurses dedicate 
all their skills and knowledge to a single goal — improving each 
patient’s functional abilities through intensive, individualized 
therapeutic services. Helping patients to attain that goal is 
enhanced by Fairlawn’s longstanding partnerships with all of 
central Massachusetts’ major healthcare facilities. Through these 
partnerships, Fairlawn has an extensive staff of onsite physicians 
with unmatched expertise in their medical specialties. 

Fairlawn itself is a partnership of two outstanding healthcare 
organizations — UMass Memorial Health Care, the area’s 
predominant teaching hospital, and HEALTHSOUTH 
Corporation, the nation’s largest provider of physical 
rehabilitation services. Through this unique collaboration, their 
patients and their families receive the expert rehabilitative care 
they need to resume productive, fulfilling lives. 

($5,000 award— up to 3 awarded annually) The Fairlawn 
Rehabilitation Hospital Scholarships are available to seniors 
in good academic standing in the Department of Nursing.  
Scholarship recipients must sign a letter of agreement that they 
are willing to work one year at Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital 
following graduation. Preference will be given to applicants 
entering their senior year, those who intend or have completed 
a preceptorship at Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital, or are 
current or former employees of Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital. 
Application should be accompanied by a brief typed essay 
indicating the student’s interest in rehabilitation nursing. 

The Eugene and Carolyn Farraher 
Memorial Scholarship 

Eugene J. Farraher, Worcester State University Campus Police 
Officer from 1977 until his death in 1992, was a familiar face to all. 
Gene’s warm and friendly smile was often the first official greeting 
visitors and students would have as they entered the WSU campus. 
His firm and fatherly manner, along with his warm sense of humor, 
earned him the respect of all who came to know him.

In 1987 he was presented the Distinguished Service Award by WSU 
President Phillip Vairo. Hardworking and committed to helping 
others, Gene enjoyed being a part of the WSU community.

Gene and his wife, Carolyn (Zendzian) Farraher, a registered nurse 
employed by the Worcester Public Health Department, raised four 
daughters. Dedicated to taking care of their family and giving them 
opportunities that they had not themselves had, Gene and Carolyn 
instilled in their daughters the value of hard work, education, and 
the importance of helping others.

Their daughters, Deborah ’85 (B.S. in Nursing), Paula, Susan, 
and Audrey ’91 (B.S. in Occupational Therapy) have all followed 
in their parents’ footsteps by choosing careers in the health and 
human services fields.

The Eugene and Carolyn Farraher Memorial Scholarship is a 
tribute to Gene’s dedication and commitment to Worcester State 
University. It supports his and Carolyn’s belief in the value of hard 
work, a good education, and above all service to others.

Established in 1993 by Deborah Farraher and supported by Deb 
and her husband, Leonard Hyman, M.Ed. ’84, this scholarship 
will help those students who choose to dedicate themselves to 
helping others.

($250 per year)  The Eugene and Carolyn Farraher Memorial 
Scholarship will be awarded to a junior or senior majoring in a 
health or human services field. Priority will be given to students 
who are balancing their education with family responsibilities.

“I hope that this scholarship will help 
future teachers build a happy career 

in a most needed profession.”  
— Margaret Curran ’54, M.Ed. ’56
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People’s United Bank
Scholarship

This scholarship was originally established by Flagship Bank & 
Trust Company, which opened for business in December 1987. 
Situated in Central Massachusetts, Flagship was the first new 
bank to have opened in Worcester in 35 years. Flagship Bank was 
renamed People’s United Bank in 2010.

People’s United Bank is the largest regional banking organization 
headquartered in New England. With the acquisition of the 
Chittenden Corporation in January 2008, it has grown to 
approximately $22 billion in assets and more than 300 branches in 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and in Westchester County, New York. Convenient, seven-day 
banking is offered at more than 80 of our branches in Connecticut 
Stop & Shop supermarket locations.

A diversified financial services company founded in 1842, People’s 
United Bank provides consumer, commercial, insurance, retail 
investment and wealth management and trust services to personal 
and business customers. Through its subsidiaries, People’s United 
Bank offers: brokerage, financial advisory services, investment 
management services and life insurance through People’s 
Securities, Inc.; equipment financing through People’s Capital and 
Leasing Corp. and Financial Federal Credit; and other insurance 
services through the People’s United Insurance Agency.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The People’s 
United Bank Scholarship will be awarded in accordance with the 
following priorities: a) a People’s United Bank employee or child 
of a People’s United Bank employee; b) a full-time or part-time 
student enrolled in at least two courses per semester with financial 
need; c) in the event of no eligible candidates from People’s United 
Bank, the scholarship is available to a resident of Worcester who 
is a full-time or part-time student enrolled in at least two courses 
per semester with financial need. Candidates should provide a 
short essay attesting to the need for this scholarship and submit 
it with the scholarship application. It should be noted that this 
scholarship will not be automatically renewed and applicants are 
encouraged to reapply each academic year.

The Dr. Elizabeth V. Foster 
Memorial Scholarship

“Firm, friendly, fearless, fair”!  To former students of the late 
Dr. Elizabeth Foster, that phrase was both a mantra and an apt 
description of their formidable professor. As Director of Teacher 
Training at Worcester State Teachers College, Dr. Foster embodied 
all those qualities. She captivated students with the power of her 
personality, speaking her fiery lectures with rapid-fire intensity.

Dr. Foster’s personality, “was such that she swept her listeners into 
the rapids of pedagogy, and carried one along at such a pace that 
inattentiveness was unimaginable, and one couldn’t visualize any 
other life besides teaching,” stated one of her students.

Dr. Foster taught, lectured and cared for students at Worcester 
State for 28 years!  She received her Bachelor of Science degree 
and Master’s degree in Education from Bridgewater State Teachers 
College and her Doctor of Education Degree from Boston 
University. Dr. Foster also studied under Dr. William Burton of 
Harvard University and introduced his unit method to her classes 
at Worcester State. This interdisciplinary approach involved 
studying subjects such as math, geography, science, English and 
music in an integrated curriculum.

The principles she taught many years ago hold true for teachers 
practicing in the twenty-first century, and the influence this 
dedicated woman had on the teaching careers and the lives of the 
hundreds of students she taught is immeasurable.

Dr. Foster never forgot her students; indeed, after graduation she 
would sometimes visit their classrooms and offer earnest advice 
on how to be a better teacher. They, in turn, remembered her by 
establishing and supporting this scholarship fund in her name.

This award will create a living memorial to one of Worcester 
State University’s finest educators and will allow her name and 
accomplishments to be remembered by future generations of students.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  The Dr. 
Elizabeth V. Foster Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to an 
undergraduate student who is entering his or her junior or senior 
year of study. The applicant must have a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher. An essay should accompany the scholarship application 
and this essay should express the applicants desire to serve as a 
teacher and provide evidence of high professional standards and 
potential. The student may also provide a recommendation from a 
member of Worcester State University faculty.

“My wife and I wanted to lead
by example by establishing

our own scholarship.” 
— Kalyan Ghosh, Ph.D., 

WSU President 1992-2002
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The George F. and Sybil H. Fuller 
Foundation Scholarship

George Freeman Fuller and his wife, Sybil Harriet (Flagg) Fuller, 
were among Worcester’s most prominent citizens. A brilliant 
inventor and businessman, Mr. Fuller and his wife established a 
philanthropic trust that has made far-reaching contributions to the 
citizens of Central Massachusetts.

George Fuller, born in Grafton, Massachusetts, in 1869, was the 
son of a shoe worker who suffered from poor health as a result 
of military service in the Civil War. Following his father’s death, 
eighteen-year-old Fuller assumed responsibility for supporting his 
mother and sister. He abandoned his dreams of attending college 
and began working as a bookkeeper for the Worcester Drop Forge 
Works, founded several years earlier by two young entrepreneurs, 
Horace Wyman and Lyman Gordon. Later renamed the Wyman-
Gordon Company, the manufacturer became a leading producer of 
bicycle parts, railroad couplers, copper wire, and automobile and 
aircraft parts. 

Fuller played a crucial role in the growth of the company, both as a 
manager and as an inventor of methods for improving the quality 
and durability of forged metal. At the age of forty-six he became 
president and treasurer of the company, following the death of 
Lyman Gordon in 1914. (Horace Wyman had died in 1905.) 

Mrs. Fuller, originally from Boylston, was a devoted partner who 
pursued a number of cultural and charitable interests. Although 
the couple had no children, they touched the lives of countless of 
their fellow citizens through their generosity. During their lifetimes 
they gave special support to the YMCA and the YWCA, the Boys 
Club, the Girls Club, the Community Chest (fore-runner of the 
United Way), the Home for Aged Men, and several local churches, 
as well as numerous private individuals whose education they 
financed. In 1955 they created a lasting legacy by establishing the 
George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation. Its primary goal is to 
assist local efforts in the fields of education, culture, history, health 
care, youth, religious organizations, social agencies, and schools.

Sybil and George Fuller were married for sixty-two years. She 
passed away in 1955 at the age of eighty-two and he followed in 
1962 at the age of ninety-three.

Future generations of Trustees have continued the legacy 
initiated by their family through its role in improving the 
Greater Worcester community. The Fuller Foundation 
maintains a high interest in supporting the education of young 
people. It has provided considerable support to programs 
that open doors to new educational opportunties, particularly 
for minority and disadvantaged populations. It has been a 
traditionally strong supporter of the many institutions of higher 
learning in the Worcester area, including Worcester State 
University where it has generously supported capital projects, 
access to educational opportunities for Latino students and 
scholarships for deserving students.

(Ten $1,000 Awards)  The George F. and Sybil H. Fuller 
Foundation Scholarship will be awarded to students with 
financial need. First preference will be given to students who 
have participated in programs offered by the Latino Education 
Institute at Worcester State University. Second preference will 
be given to Latino/a students. Candidates should provide a short 
essay attesting to the need for this scholarship and submit it 
with the scholarship application. It should be noted that this 
scholarship will not be automatically renewed and applicants 
are encouraged to reapply each academic year. 

The Aileen D. Kelly
Memorial Scholarship   
Aileen D. Kelly was educated in the Worcester public schools and 
graduated from the Worcester City Hospital School of Nursing, 
Class of 1918. She then entered the field of public health nursing 
at Columbia University in New York and was appointed by 
the Board of Education of the City of New York as a teacher of 
hygiene and home nursing. Upon her retirement, Miss Kelly lived 
in New York and returned to Worcester in 1978 where she lived 
until her death in 1981.

(Three Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition)  The Aileen 
D. Kelly Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to an 
undergraduate or graduate student, a registered nurse, with a 
record of superior scholarship combined with a strong career 
interest and evidence of potential future accomplishment.
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The Dan Gavini
Memorial Scholarship

Danny Gavini is remembered best for his talent, enthusiasm, and 
kindness. The handsome young man with the incredible blue 
eyes was a student at Worcester State University when he passed 
away in 1995 following surgery for a non-malignant brain tumor. 
His family and friends established scholarships in his memory 
at Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he studied for two 
years, and at Worcester State University, where he was pursuing a 
business degree. These acts of generosity would have been typical 
of Danny himself.
Danny was a self-taught musician who sang and played guitar, 
drums, clarinet, and piano. He organized and played in many 
bands, including Jazz Band, Danny G and Bluenotes, Defy, and 
Triversity. He was also a co-owner of Studio G Recording in 
Uxbridge, Massachusetts. In addition to his love of music, Danny 
was an enthusiastic hockey player.  As a youngster he was a 
member of youth soccer and hockey teams in Holliston, Mass., 
where he resided his entire life. Later, he enjoyed organizing 
hockey games with friends on the local pond. Danny loved to play 
hockey, and he loved getting together with his friends. As one 
of his friends wrote in the March 29, 1995, WSU Student Voice, 
“Danny loved his friends. Danny was always the nice, comforting, 
polite one. I remember that he was always pulling people aside 
to compliment them about things they had done. He was always 
such a nice person and a wonderful friend.”
His kind and generous spirit was revealed in other ways, as well. 
His mother, Kathy Gavini, recalled, “When he was asked to 
participate in a fund raiser for a neighbor who was undergoing 
treatment for leukemia, Danny got to know her and made tapes 
for her to listen to while she was recovering from a bone marrow 
transplant.” She also recalled her son’s “passionate enthusiasm 
for whatever he was interested in at the time. Danny was so 
motivated; he threw himself into anything he did.”
Although Danny’s loss is keenly felt, his family and friends hope that 
this scholarship will help other Worcester State University students 
who share Danny’s positive attitude and passion for life. It is a fitting 
tribute to a remarkable young man who will not be forgotten.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Dan 
Gavini Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time 
undergraduate student with need.  An essay must accompany 
the application and should provide evidence of financial need 
as well as any “life circumstances” that should be taken into 
consideration by the Scholarship Committee. Though the award 
is not automatically renewable, an awardee may receive this 
annual scholarship more than once.  A separate application would 
need to be filed each time.

Drs. Kalyan K. and Abha P. Ghosh 
Endowed Scholarship

The presidency of Kalyan K. Ghosh, Ph.D., ninth President 
of Worcester State University, was marked by significant 
accomplishments in all areas of campus life. During his ten-year 
tenure, from 1992 to 2002, WSU saw signif﻿icant enhancements 
to its academic reputation, the caliber of its students, and 
the quality of several academic programs. Additionally, the 
University’s financial base was signif﻿icantly strengthened, and 
the grounds and building facilities were improved in a number of 
ways including the construction of a state-of-the-art science and 
technology center.

Among Dr. Ghosh’s most enduring accomplishments was the 
establishment of the Worcester State Foundation, which oversees 
soliciting funds from alumni, corporations, and foundations. The 
Foundation provides scholarship assistance and program support, 
helping to ensure that a quality WSU education will be accessible 
to current and future generations of students. He noted, “When 
I established the fundraising program I wanted to change the 
culture of giving. One way was to create naming opportunities 
through endowed funds. When students graduate and are 
successful, hopefully they will feel the obligation to do the same 
thing for future generations of students. My wife and I wanted to 
lead by example by establishing our own scholarship.”

Dr. Ghosh and his wife, Abha, who also holds a doctorate degree, 
met at the University of Calcutta, where they both majored in 
chemistry. She has had a successful career as a college professor 
and administrator and as a scientist. The couple has two children 
and four grandchildren.

Following his retirement in 2002, Dr. Ghosh remarked, “I hope to 
be remembered as a person who led the college with a vision who 
created a lot of student-focused programs and expected a lot of 
the individuals who work at Worcester State. Most of all, I hope to 
be remembered as a fair person who made a difference in the life 
of the campus.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  The 
Kalyan K. and Abha P. Ghosh Scholarship will be awarded 
to an incoming or current student attending Worcester State 
University. Incoming students must have a grade point average 
of 3.5 or higher while current matriculating students should 
carry a minimum of a 3.0 grade point average. The applicant 
must major in any Life or Physical Science or Computer Science/
Mathematics Program and show evidence of financial need by 
demonstrating a maximum family income of $35,000 or less if 
the applicant is a dependent student.
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The Charles and Esther Golub 
Scholarship

When the late Esther Golub retired in 2001 after twenty-one years 
as secretary in the Department of Business Administration and 
Economics she said, “The pleasure and satisfaction that these years 
have brought me will be remembered with tremendous joy and 
happiness.” Esther’s concern for helping students attain their goals 
was the hallmark of her tenure at WSU. 

Charles and Esther Golub were a great team! They were married 
for sixty-one years. They shared feelings for young people, and 
always recognized the need to help others. What better way than 
the creation of this scholarship!

Charlie served our country in WWII. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart twice for being wounded in action in Italy and France. At 
home in Worcester Esther kept busy running Charlie’s business and 
raising their son. Charlie and his brother owned and managed the 
Green Street Market on Green Street for eighty years. This popular 
neighborhood market was a well-known and beloved landmark. 
Everyone who traded there was on a first-name basis. People were 
intimate and friendly. Charlie will always be remembered for his 
singing and story telling. He had a great philosophy of Life – “La Vie 
En Rose” – “Life is Beautiful When You Are Loved.”

The Charles and Esther Golub Scholarship will honor Charlie’s 
memory, and Esther’s warm, deep affection and love for those 
many wonderful students.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The 
Charles and Esther Golub Endowed Scholarship will be 
awarded to one full-time male student majoring in Business 
Administration or Economics who has demonstrated a high 
degree of motivation and responsibility while attending 
Worcester State University.

The Florence Vivian “Tippie” 
Holmes Scholarship

The late Florence “Tippie” Holmes believed that it is never too 
late to follow your dreams. At age 41, Mrs. Holmes entered 
Worcester State University to pursue a degree in education. Four 
years later, in 1972, she graduated magna cum laude and began 
a twenty-year career as an elementary school teacher in the 
Worcester Public schools.

Florence was an energetic, dedicated teacher who had a gift for 
reaching and teaching each and every one of her students. Teaching 
was one of the most important and gratifying aspects of her life, and 
she made it a rule to “give her all” to her students. In 1977, she earned 
a master’s degree in education from Assumption College.

Florence was married for fifty-five years to Robert W. Holmes. 
The couple had two children, a daughter Vivianne who graduated 
from Worcester State University in 1969, and a son Stephen who 
graduated from Wentworth College and Lowell Tech. 

“Tip” and Rob shared a love of travel. They visited all seven 
continents and forty-one countries worldwide, and Rob took 
many slides that the couple later made into travelogues for the 
classroom. He commented, “The travels that she and I took were 
another education in themselves.” 

Mr. Holmes established this scholarship in 2001 in his wife’s 
memory. He noted, “Education was a goal in Florence’s life. She 
achieved it, and I was proud of her for being excellent in what she 
loved to do: Teach.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The 
Florence Vivian Holmes Scholarship will be awarded to a 
student who is majoring in elementary education and who is 
committed to teaching in the Worcester Public Schools in grades 
K – 6. This scholarship is granted to a junior-year student and 
shall be applied equally to the junior and senior years of his or her 
education. The recipient will have a minimum grade point average 
of 3.0. Preference will be given to a female applicant.	
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The Drs. Lillian R. Goodman and 
Mary K. Alexander
Endowed Nursing Scholarship

Dr. Lillian R. Goodman and Dr. Mary K. Alexander played 
significant roles in the establishment of the Department of 
Nursing at Worcester State University. Dr. Goodman, department 
founder and chair from 1973 to 1991, has been widely recognized 
for her visionary leadership in nursing education. Dr. Alexander 
was a futurist and pragmatist in taking the leadership in 
designing and building a program with a strong community and 
clinical practice focus. The College’s Nursing Program was the 
first baccalaureate program for registered nurses in New England 
to receive national accreditation.

Dr. Goodman was a teacher and mentor to countless graduates 
who went on to achieve advanced degrees and to assume 
leadership positions in education, management, research, and 
clinical practice locally and nationally. Many of these graduates 
attest to the positive learning environment that she fostered 
as being influential in promoting their self-confidence and 
enthusiasm for professional growth and development. On 
the twentieth anniversary of the Department of Nursing, Dr. 
Goodman was honored by her colleagues throughout the state.

A registered nurse, Dr. Goodman holds a doctorate in Education 
as well as two honorary doctoral degrees. In 1991, she left 
Worcester State University to become Dean of the Graduate 
School of Nursing at the University of Massachusetts in 
Worcester.

Dr. Alexander, who held the position of Interim Vice President of 
Academic Affairs at WSU from 1990-1991, was a teacher and role 
model to hundreds of students who shared both her enthusiasm 
for learning as well as her excellence in professional practice. She 
continues to recruit and instruct individuals on the values and 
joy of the profession of nursing at the baccalaureate and graduate 
level. Countless graduates continue to seek her counsel regarding 
advancement of their personal careers as well as how to advance 
the mission of professional nursing.

Dr. Mary K. Alexander      Dr. Lillian R. Goodman 

Dr. Alexander is a curriculum consultant and program evaluator 
in Massachusetts and throughout the country.  She has served 
on local, state and national boards and committees where she 
is recognized for her leadership and integrity. In addition to 
holding a doctorate in Education, Dr. Alexander is nationally 
certified as an Adult Nurse Practitioner and a Geriatric Nurse 
Practitioner.

In 1991, she was recruited to join the faculty of the Graduate 
School of Nursing at the University of Massachusetts in 
Worcester, where she also served as Associate Dean.

Drs. Goodman and Alexander’s boundless energy continues to 
be a true asset for Worcester State University and this scholarship 
ensures a quality and affordable nursing education accessible and 
affordable to future students.

(Four $500 awards) The Drs. Lillian R. Goodman and Mary 
K. Alexander Endowed Nursing Scholarship, with support 
from the Lillian R. Goodman and Mary K. Alexander Fund 
for Nursing Education and Research of the Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation, shall be awarded to two (2) nursing 
students entering their junior year of studies and two (2) nursing 
students entering their senior year of studies. Applicants are 
required to have a grade point average of 3.3 or higher and have 
demonstrated financial need.

The Informed and Applied 
Citizenship Scholarship
($500 award) The Informed and Applied Citizenship 
Scholarship is awarded to a full-time student with good 
academic standing who has demonstrated relevant experiences 
of informed citizenship in the community or the college. In 
the application essay, the student should reference examples of 
their involvement with the college and the community.   

“We are establishing this scholarship
to honor our parents, who were so

generous and supportive as we 
pursued our education.” 

— Ruth (Sadick) Rubin ’52
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The Dr. Ruth Griffiths
Endowed Scholarship

Dr. Ruth Griffiths joined the faculty at Worcester State Teachers 
College in 1958 and for many years served as the chair of the 
Education Department and as coordinator of the Master of 
Education in Elementary Education degree program.  She 
drove to work each day from her home in North Andover and 
was always in the parking lot by 7:30 am.  She was the ultimate 
professional who was well-known for her ability to identify 
potential in students and to encourage them to reach for higher 
goals.

Dr. Griffiths was a positive, energetic, witty woman who always 
had a funny story to share with colleagues and students.  She was 
widely respected throughout the campus and community.  

She had a good sense of the evolution of teacher education 
and of the college.  She was often called upon by the faculty 
and administrators to research and provide statistical data on a 
variety of topics because she was so well-prepared and so quick to 
generate the requested reports.  

A graduate of Lowell State Teachers College she earned her M. 
Ed. and Ed.D. at Boston University and later served as Dean of 
Students at Plymouth State College in New Hampshire before 
coming to Worcester State University.

She enjoyed traveling and spent summers in Maine and later 
on Cape Cod.  She loved music and was active in church choirs 
in Farmington, Maine, Plymouth, New Hampshire and North 
Andover, Massachusetts.  

Ruth was actively involved on the scholarship committee in 
North Andover and took a leadership role in establishing the 
criteria and in fund-raising to provide scholarships for worthy 
North Andover students going on to college.

“She was a lovely lady, very gracious and kind,” recalled Dr. 
Catherine Quint ’39, who served on the Worcester State 
University faculty during Dr. Griffiths’ tenure.  “She set high 
standards, and yet she allowed people to be independent.  She led 
through example and inspired people to do their best.”

This scholarship was established by friends and colleagues of Dr. 
Griffiths to honor her dedication to education, her exemplary 
leadership and her ultimate professionalism.  Her spirit of 
kindness and generosity is fondly remembered by everyone 
whose life she touched.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Dr. 
Ruth Griffiths Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to either 
an undergraduate or graduate student majoring in Elementary 
Education.  The applicant should have a grade point average 
of 3.0 or higher and his/her essay should show evidence of a 
commitment to the advancement of children and the teaching 
profession.  If the applicant sees any other connections between 
the brief write up of Dr. Griffiths and him/her self it would be 
thoughtful to include them in the essay.

South High School Class of 1957 
Scholarship  

In 1997, members of South High School’s Class of 1957 expanded 
their longstanding tradition of philanthropy to include future 
South High graduates who enroll at Worcester State University. 
The Class of 1957 Reunion Committee was inspired to start the 
scholarship fund in memory of fellow classmate John “Jack” 
O’Leary ’61, M.Ed. ’65. (O’Leary was a past member of WSU’s 
Alumni Advisory Board and the 1991 recipient of the University’s 
Outstanding Alumni Award.)

They wanted to memorialize him, their other classmates who 
have passed away, and the entire class with the scholarship. They 
also did this in grateful appreciation for the wonderful education 
they received from public school teachers. Because the University 
figured prominently into the professional success of so many 
members of the Class of 1957, the Reunion Committee decided 
the scholarship would benefit future South High graduates who 
apply and are accepted to attend Worcester State.

“Without college, you will go nowhere,” said Richard Perlman, 
chair of the Reunion Committee. “There are plenty of students at 
South High who can use a scholarship to go to college.” “We just 
decided that we  wanted to give back to society…in some small 
way.” 

($1,600 award per year) The South High School Class of 1957 
Scholarship will be awarded to a graduate of Worcester’s South 
High School, with financial need, who applies to Worcester 
State College and is accepted as a full-time student. Candidates 
should provide a short essay attesting to the need for this grant 
and  submit it with the scholarship application. The scholarship 
will follow the recipient from the time he/she enrolls at Worcester 
State as a freshman through either the completion of his/her 
baccalaureate program or his/her WSU master’s degree program 
as long as he/she remains a full-time student. The SHS Class of 
’57 Reunion Committee requests that in return for receiving this 
scholarship annually, recipients contribute $200 yearly to this fund 
to help maintain it—and help future recipients.
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Dr. Rose D. Haroian
Endowed Scholarship

The late Dr. Rose D. Haroian, a professor at Worcester State 
University from 1967 to 1979, was the founder of the highly 
successful Communication Disorders Clinic, now the Speech, 
Language, and Hearing Clinic. The clinic serves the entire Central 
Massachusetts area in providing diagnostic and therapeutic services 
in speech, language, and hearing for people of all ages. Upon her 
retirement, she received a Professor Emerita Award and a memorial 
plaque in her honor was installed in the clinic. Additionally, she 
was recognized for her achievements in the 1984 edition of Who’s 
Who of American Women.

A spirited, independent woman who served in the Navy during 
World War II, Dr. Haroian earned her undergraduate degree from 
Marietta College and a master’s degree from Boston University, 
where she validated the Mansur Speech Sound Discrimination 
Test (now the Boston University Speech Sound Discrimination 
Test), which has been used throughout the nation in early 
childhood education. She went on to earn a doctorate in Education 
Administration from Boston College, where she created the 
Haroian Early Language Picture Test for deaf children. 
Her interests were varied. She worked as a speech and hearing 
therapist in the Worcester Public Schools. She was a writer for 
Digital Equipment Corporation, where she was on the team that 
wrote the original drafts of the “All-In-One” Computer Office 
Automation Software Program that was used in major government 
and business institutions throughout the U.S. She was also an 
adjunct instructor at Quinsigamond Community College, where 
she developed a genocide course and partnered programs and film 
presentations dealing with the Armenian genocide.

An accomplished writer, Dr. Haroian contributed articles to 
magazines including Business Weekly and Health and Nutrition, 
and was a contributing editorial writer for the Senior Advocate, 
a free newspaper published in Worcester with a distribution of 
over 100,000 readers. She also contributed articles to Ararat, a 
quarterly magazine published in New York. One of the articles, 
Pieces of Glass, was a loving tribute to her father.

The mother of two children, Dr. Haroian was highly esteemed 
by her students and colleagues at Worcester State University. 
A colleague wrote, “She was a long time faculty member who 

contributed in so many ways to the life of the College.” In 
2002, just months prior to her death, she established the first 
scholarship for students majoring in Communication Disorders 
at the College.

(Amount Equal to Full In-State Tuition)  The Dr. Rose D. 
Haroian Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a junior with a 
minimum GPA of 3.0 and a record of service to the college and/or 
community. The student must demonstrate a desire to continue 
his or her education in the field of speech/language and hearing.
 

The McGinn Family Scholarship 
Jayne ’97 and Howard McGinn ’83 have dedicated much of their 
professional lives to helping students find ways to pay for a college 
education. Jayne, Financial Aid Director at WSU, has worked in 
the Financial Aid Office since the mid-1970s, when she was also a 
student at the school. She continued to work in the Financial Aid 
Office after suspending her studies to raise a family, but she later 
became a part-time student and completed her degree in 1997.

Howard, who was a work-study student in the Financial Aid 
Office, worked in banking for 20 years before founding a 
successful not-for-profit student lending organization. 

The couple decided to create a scholarship to help WSU students 
because, as Jayne explained, “We love Worcester State University. 
If it weren’t for this school, I don’t think either one of us would 
have had a college education.” 

Howard grew up in modest circumstances that required him to pay 
for his own education, and Jayne enjoyed the University’s flexible 
scheduling that enabled her to earn a degree at her own pace. 

“Worcester State University offers a safe, comfortable 
environment, excellent programs, and great faculty and 
administrators,” she said. “We are grateful for all the school has 
given us, and pleased to be able to give something back.”

Howard added, “We especially want to help students who are the 
first members of their families to earn a college degree. Education 
opens so many doors. Our hope is that in some small way, this 
scholarship will help those doors open a little more easily for 
Worcester State students today and in the future.” 

(Amount Equivalent to Full Annual In-State Tuition)
The McGinn Family Scholarship will be awarded to a first 
generation college student, entering their sophomore, junior or 
senior year of study, who has financial need and a GPA of 3.0 or 
higher.
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The Don and Mary Jane Howard 
Endowed Scholarship

WSU figures prominently in the personal and professional 
success of Mary Jane Howard and  her late husband Donald, both 
of whom were the first in their families to attend college. The 
couple met while pursuing their bachelor’s degrees in teaching. In 
fact, the Worcester State Teachers College library is where Don, 
a starter on the men’s basketball team, asked Mary Jane out on 
their first date. Upon graduation—Don in 1951 and Mary Jane in 
1953—they each became teachers in the Worcester Public School 
System. “When we graduated, we had the teaching skills and 
self-confidence to know we could do the job,” Mary Jane said. “It 
carried us through life.”

A few months out of the Army at the conclusion of World War 
II, Don applied to WSTC mainly because friends urged him to 
take advantage of the GI Bill. The experience transformed him. 
Once a high-school student more interested in playing basketball 
than studying, Don remembered WSTC helping him become “a 
scholar rather than just a student.”

Don, who also earned his master’s degree from Worcester State 
in 1956 and a law degree from Suffolk University, held many 
positions in the education field, including teacher, coach, assistant 
principal, personnel director, and labor relations consultant. 
Mary Jane worked as a first-grade teacher for several years 
before becoming a stay-at-home mother. She later built on this 
experience when she served as an English as a Second Language 
teacher for 25 years. “There is just something exhilarating about 
teaching anyone who is learning something brand new,” she said.

Don and Mary Jane became increasingly active alumni when they 
retired. Don served on the Alumni Association’s Advisory Board, 
Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, and as a class agent. He was 
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 2005. Both of them 
were very involved in reunion activities. “In planning for our 
50th reunions, we could see how much the college had grown and 
changed,” Don said.  

Impressed with the education WSU continues to provide 
students, they decided to create an endowed scholarship for an 
elementary education major. “We’re hoping it will help students 
go to college. They’re not going to have the GI Bill like I did,” 
Don said.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Don 
and Mary Jane Howard Scholarship will be awarded to an 
elementary education major in his/her sophomore, junior, 
or senior year who demonstrates a desire to teach at a public 
elementary school. First preference will be given to applicants 
who are the first in their family to attend college. Applicants 
should provide a short essay attesting to the need for this grant 
and their interest in becoming an elementary education teacher.  

The John and Loretta (White) 
Jensen Endowed Scholarship

Loretta White Jensen, class of 1936, was a dedicated teacher; her 
career spanned over 50 years and her influence extended well 
beyond the classroom.

Born in Worcester in 1915, Mrs. Jensen graduated from the 
former Commerce High School in 1932. She attended Worcester 
State Teachers College where she impressed both faculty and 
fellow students with her energy, enthusiasm and inquiring mind. 
After graduation in 1936, she taught in Wheelright, Millbury 
and Worcester at Lake View School, Midland Street School, and 
Flagg Street School, where she was also an assistant principal. 
She earned her master’s degree from Boston University in 1950, 
and was active in the Delta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, an 
international organization of educators.

Mrs. Jensen also loved adventure; in 1951 she taught overseas 
at the American Dependents School in Kaiserslauten, Germany 
and in Tokyo, Japan in 1956 where she studied Japanese flower 
arrangement and the ritual tea ceremony.

In 1966 she married John Jensen, a mechanical engineer and 
inventor. Together, the couple enjoyed hiking and gardening 
at their home in Millbury. After she retired, Loretta remained 
active in the Worcester State University Alumni Association and 
retired teachers associations.

After her death in 1993, her husband established a memorial 
scholarship as a tribute to her. When he passed away suddenly, 
Mr. Jensen’s brother Richard established the John and Loretta 
White Jensen Memorial Scholarship as a tribute to them both.
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The Robin L. Kaplan ’90 — TJX 
Companies Memorial Scholarship

Robin Kaplan, Class of 1990, was born May 15, 1968 and died 
tragically on September 11, 2001, when her American Airlines 
Flight 11 was hijacked by terrorists and used to crash into the 
World Trade Center. The TJX/Robin Kaplan Scholarship honors 
her memory as a TJX employee and as an alumna of Worcester 
State University.

Growing up in Framingham, MA, Robin was a happy child and 
loved to learn. She won the admiration of her teachers at Juniper 
Hills Elementary School, Cameron Middle School, Framingham 
North High School and Worcester State University. Excelling in 
her studies, she applied and was accepted by many prestigious 
schools; but wanted the small, intimate setting of Worcester State 
University. She enrolled as a psychology major, lived in Dowden 
Hall and made many friends. 

Robin was an extremely giving person, known as the 
“peacemaker” among her friends. Before and after she graduated, 
she worked at jobs that required interaction with people, 
including a job working with troubled youth, but it wasn’t until 
she was hired by TJX Companies that she found her niche. TJX 
is the world’s leading retailer of apparel and home fashions. She 
was a quick learner and was soon promoted from Technical 
Support to Senior Technical Support, and later went to the 
Implementation Division and was promoted to Senior Equipment 

The Jensen’s love of life and learning is continued in this 
scholarship that bears their name.

(Two Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition)  The John and 
Loretta (White) Jensen Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to 
a new or currently enrolled full-time Worcester State University 
student based on academic excellence. The applicant must have 
a grade point average of 3.0 or higher and major in Education. 
Preference will be given to a son, daughter or relative of a Delta 
Kappa Gamma, Delta Chapter member.The selected student will 
be given strong preference in following years (including graduate 
studies) to receive the annual scholarship providing their 
academic progress is satisfactory to Delta Kappa Gamma.

Specialist. Her job took her across the country to new clothing 
stores to make sure that all the equipment was functioning 
properly before they opened. She was tall, slender and had a quiet 
manner, but her sweet, persuasive personality always got the job 
done without ruffling any feathers. Her supervisors admired the 
unique leadership quality that she had.

In 1995, Robin was diagnosed with Crohn’s Disease, a serious 
gastrointestinal illness, but it was mild and did not interfere with 
her life. At the end of 2000, her condition worsened and she had to 
take an extended leave from the job she loved. After her surgery, 
she returned to work and began making plans to fly out to a store 
in California. She became an advocate for a cure of Crohn’s Disease 
and intended to participate in the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of 
America Walk-a-thon in September, but unfortunately her life was 
taken before she could take those steps. The University community 
was deeply saddened by her loss and pays tribute to Robin by 
having her name live on in scholarship assistance to others.

The scholarship, established in 1997 by the TJX Foundation, 
the charitable arm of TJX, was renamed the TJX/Robin Kaplan 
Scholarship in 2001 after Robin’s death. TJX lost several 
employees on Flight 11. The TJX Foundation supports families 
and children in need in areas where the company has a presence. 
TJX opened its first two stores in Worcester in 1975. Part of the 
Foundation’s mission is to enhance education and job readiness. 
The TJX/Robin Kaplan Scholarships assist Worcester State 
University students in their efforts to pay for a college education.

(Ten $1,000 Awards) The Robin L. Kaplan ’90 —TJX 
Companies Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to 
economically disadvantaged students of diverse cultural and 
ethnic backgrounds who demonstrate both need and academic 
merit. Applicants must be enrolled full-time.

THE TJX FOUNDATION

The Benjamin Matan
Memorial Scholarship
Given in memory of her beloved son, Lisa A. Perlman ’87, M.Ed. 
’94 has established the Benjamin Matan Memorial Scholarship. 
In establishing the scholarship, Ms. Perlman noted the pride she 
has in the accomplishments that she has achieved because of the 
excellent education she received at Worcester State University 
where she earned both her Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Early 
Childhood Education. Ms. Perlman wants to provide assistance 
to other students pursuing a degree in Elementary Education 
or Early Childhood Education and provides this assistance in 
memory of her late son.

($500 Award) The Benjamin Matan Memorial Scholarship will 
be awarded to a student majoring in Elementary Education or 
Early Childhood Education who has shown a passion to teach 
young children and who describes that passion in their essay.
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The Charlotte & Ben Klein 
Endowed Scholarship for the 
Performing Arts

It was 23 years after her first year at Worcester State University 
that Charlotte Klein ’75 received her degree. Even though her 
goal was to be the first member of her family to graduate from 
college, she postponed that dream to fulfill another.

While she was a student at Worcester State University, Charlotte 
started a dance class for children in the basement of her parents’ 
home. In two years she had so many students that she decided to 
open her own dance studio. She married Ben and began raising a 
family while continuing to teach dancing. So successful was the 
Charlotte Klein Dance Center that Ben eventually relinquished 
his business career to become her partner.

Though the life of a dance instructor, successful businesswoman, 
and mother was fulfilling, Charlotte wanted to complete her 
original goal. Seventeen years after she began attending WSU, 
she returned to school and graduated the same year as her 
daughter, Laura graduated from high school. As an honoree at the 
University’s Focus on the Arts in 1985, Charlotte was proud to 
have her dancers perform at the event.

Charlotte and Ben showed their appreciation to the University 
by creating the Charlotte and Ben Klein Scholarship for the 
Performing Arts. In addition, the couple has also supported the 
125th Anniversary Scholarship and Sullivan Auditorium Funds. 
Charlotte also serves on the Worcester State Foundation, the 
Business Advisory Council, and was an active member on the 
Steering Committee for the 125th Anniversary Celebration. In 
recognition of her many contributions, Charlotte was the honoree 
for the 1998 Scholarship Tea. In recognition of her outstanding 
commitment to education and to Alma Mater, Worcester State 
University conferred upon Charlotte a Doctor of Humane Letters, 
Honoris Causa, at Commencement in 2005. 

Charlotte and Ben’s love of Worcester State University and the 
performing arts led to their generous contribution which will 
allow countless students to have the same opportunity Charlotte 
strived so long to accomplish – attain a college degree.

(Full Annual In-State Tuition) Applications for the Charlotte and 
Ben Klein Endowed Scholarship for the Performing Arts will 
be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee, and the scholarship 
awarded, in accordance with the following priorities: 

1st Preference will be given to a candidate who has pursued dance 
at an advanced level. The applicant should indicate where he or 
she received practical training in dance. If there are no applicants 
that meet this standard then:

2nd Preference will be given to a candidate who has pursued any 
other performing art, such as theatre, music, etc.

Consideration will be given to those applicants who show financial 
need, but this is not a requirement for the scholarship. All 
students must be enrolled full time at Worcester State University 
to be considered. An essay should accompany the application for 
this scholarship and it should indicate the student’s long-term 
commitment to performing arts. *It is important to note that 
students who are fortunate enough to receive this scholarship will 
also be considered for a Charlotte Klein Dance Center Scholarship.

The Joseph E. Martin ESL 
Scholarship  

Becoming an English as a Second Language tutor was a volunteer 
endeavor that the late Joseph Martin, a clerk in the WSU Police 
Department from 2001 to 2005, was encouraged to try by one 
of his Worcester State professors. “Ultimately, it struck a chord 
with him,” said University Police Chief Rosemary Naughton. “He 
developed a passion for it.”

Joe, who taught himself Portuguese, left Worcester State in 
February 2005 to teach English in Brazil. He had just celebrated 
the grand opening of a bar he co-owned in that country shortly 
before his life was tragically cut short.

Wanting to help keep Joe’s spirit alive, Naughton said, her 
thoughts eventually focused on his zeal for teaching English to 
people from other countries, and she established a scholarship 
fund in his name.

($500 Award) The Joseph E. Martin ESL Scholarship will be 
awarded to a sophomore, junior or senior with financial need 
and whose first language is not English. Applicants must submit a 
short essay about how mastering the English language has had an 
impact on their educational and professional careers.
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The Edith C. and Philip A. Klinglof 
Scholarship

The late Edith C. (Klinglof) Gauch ’34 graduated from North 
High School in 1930 and four years later received a degree in 
elementary education from Worcester State Teachers College. She 
taught for a number of years in the Worcester Public Schools and 
was a guidance counselor at Burncoat Junior High School. Friends 
remember her as a devoted student and teacher.

She was active in local Swedish organizations and a member of 
the Central Congregational Church of Worcester, now the United 
Church of Christ. Later in life she married Warren J. Gauch and 
moved to Florida. The couple had no children.

Although Mrs. Gauch lived in Florida for many years, she never 
forgot her alma mater. When she died March 8, 2001, she left the 
Worcester State University Scholarship Fund a generous bequest.

Additional bequests indicated that she loved animals (one gift was 
given “in memory of my many pets who have given me so much 
pleasure throughout the years”) and that, above all, she wanted 
to benefit future generations of children. In all, she gave close to 
$800,000 to scholarship funds and youth programs.

That a large portion of her estate was given to Worcester State 
University speaks volumes about the esteem in which she held the 
school. It is also a testament to Edith Gauch’s enduring kindness, 
generosity, and commitment to future generations.

(Ten Annual $1,000 Awards) The Edith C. and Philip A. 
Klinglof Scholarship will be awarded to students majoring in 
Education. Applicants must be enrolled full-time.

The Allen and Barbara (Lyons) ’59 
Levesque Endowed Book Fund

When Barbara and Allen Levesque established this fund to 
commemorate WSU’s 125th anniversary, they wrote, “It is 
our hope that in this small way we can give assistance and 
encouragement to deserving Worcester State University students 
intending to pursue careers in public or private education.” 

Barbara (Lyons) Levesque had a long career in education. 
Following her graduation from Worcester State Teachers College 
in 1959, she taught in Worcester public schools for several years 
before devoting full time to raising three children, Karen, Amy, 
and Steven. In 1979, she rejoined the academic world, first as 
a part-time, then as a full-time library assistant at Middlesex 
Community College in Bedford, Mass., taking early retirement in 
June 2002. She and her husband, Allen, have resided for thirty-
seven years in Chelmsford, Mass., and increasingly spend time at 
their vacation home in Quechee, Vermont.

Allen H. Levesque received a BSEE degree from WPI in 1959, 
and a master’s and doctoral degree in electrical engineering from 
Yale University in 1960 and 1965 respectively. He and Barbara 
were married in Worcester in August 1960. Following a thirty-
six-year career in the telecommunications industry, he retired 
from GTE Laboratories in early 1999 and started an engineering 
consulting practice. Currently, he is also an adjunct professor of 
electrical and computer engineering at WPI. 

(Up to Six Annual $250 Voucher Awards) The Allen and 
Barbara (Lyons) ’59 Levesque Endowed Book Fund will be 
awarded to full-time students who are entering their sophomore, 
junior, or senior year of study. The applicant should provide 
evidence of financial need. It should be noted that preference will 
be given to students majoring in the field of Education.

“I hope that this will inspire a number of WSU 
students to fulfill their dream to become math teachers.” 

— Francis Crimmins ’58, M.Ed. ’62
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The Keith R. Lapierre ’02 
Scholarship 

This scholarship honors Keith R. Lapierre ’02 who had 
established a successful career as a stockbroker when he 
decided to return to Worcester State University to earn a 
teaching certificate. He was a teacher in the Worcester Public 
Schools when his life was cut short on February 20, 2003, in a 
Rhode Island nightclub fire that claimed 99 lives. He and his 
wife, Tammy Bovat Lapierre ’91, a kindergarten teacher, were 
expecting their second child at the time of the tragedy. 

Keith is remembered for his positive attitude, enthusiasm, 
and love of life. Professor Emerita Elizabeth Binstock, Ed.D., 
recalled, “Keith was a lot of fun to have in class. He had 
wholeheartedly committed himself to education, and he enjoyed 
the commitment. His fellow students enjoyed working with him, 
and the classroom was full of energy when he was around.” 

Business Professor Maureen Stefanini, Ed.D., said “Tammy’s 
commitment to teaching inspired Keith to become a teacher. 
Once he made that decision, he embraced it wholeheartedly. He 
was a genuine, warm, and giving person who embodied decency 
and family values. He was a loving husband, father, and friend. 
All of us who knew him cherish his memory.” 

Shortly after his passing, friends established a memorial golf 
tournament in his name. In 2006 his wife, Tammy, used a 
portion of tournament proceeds to establish a scholarship at 
WSU. She said, “The scholarship will be given to a student in 
the education field. It means so much for Ryan and Sarah to 
know how much their father is loved and how he still impacts 
people’s lives every day.” 

Thomas M. McNamara ’94, Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement, noted, “This is an incredible act of generosity 
from Tammy. Her ability to reach out to other students at this 
time is an indication of her giving nature, and a tribute to Keith’s 
commitment to helping others. Through this scholarship, his 
dedication, kindness, and enthusiasm will be passed on to other 
students who share his passion for teaching.” 

($1,000 Award) The Keith R. Lapierre ’02 Scholarship will be 
awarded to an undergraduate student who is majoring in Education. 
Preference will be given to students who are returning to college 
to seek their education degree in order to switch to a career in 
teaching. An essay detailing their motivation to change careers 
should accompany the application.

The Dan Manning, Jr. 
Occupational Therapy Scholarship

Dan Manning, Jr. was a sophmore studying Occupational Therapy 
at WSU when he passed away in 1994, a few months short of 
his 21st birthday, from complications from Acute Lymphocytic 
Leukemia. Dan was a popular, hardworking student and an 
inspiration to many on campus. His courage and determination 
during his battle for life rallied his friends and fellow students to 
help him raise money and support for a bone marrow transplant. 

This generosity continued after Dan’s death when the 
Occupational Therapy Honor Society conducted bake sales, 
car washes, and other fundraisers to create the Dan Manning 
Resource Library. The wish to preserve this spirit of compassion 
for others and the desire to create a living memorial to Dan led to 
the creation of this scholarship. 

As the first endowed scholarship for Occupational Therapy 
majors, this is a fitting legacy of Dan’s. His friend and advisor, 
Father Tim Brewer, recalls, “The most important lesson Dan 
taught me was the meaning of the word success. Fullness of life 
and success is measured not by quantity, but rather quality. He 
loved intensely, and he gave back what he received generously.”

Many Occupational Therapy students struggle through or delay 
their educational programs because of lack of money. This 
scholarship will help students of modest means continue their 
education without disruption or delay.

Dan chose to attend WSU in 1992 because the OT program was 
highly acclaimed and affordable. Having a scholarship in his 
memory pays tribute to his pursuit of excellence and opportunity. 
Established in 2008 by his mother, Dottie, with the help of 
countless friends and supporters, this scholarship will help 
those students who choose to dedicate themselves to the field of 
Occupational Therapy.

(One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Dan Manning, Jr. 
Occupational Therapy Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time 
junior or senior in the Bachelor of Science Occupational Studies 
program. Applicants must provide evidence of financial need and 
have expressed an interest in becoming an occupational therapist. 
Applicants should submit an essay stating his/her goals and need 
for this grant.
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The Kevin David Lyons ’65, ’71 
Memorial Scholarship

The late Kevin David Lyons was born and raised in Worcester. 
He was the fifth of eight children of James T. and Catherine 
J. (McGonagle) Lyons. Baseball was the center of his large 
Irish Catholic family. Jamnes and Catherine were among the 
founders of the Jack Little League, and today this field is named 
in memory of their contributions to the league. 

It is not surprising that Kevin grew up to become an 
outstanding baseball player at St. Stephen’s High School, and 
his skills enabled him to become the first in his family to attend 
college. At Worcester State University, Kevin excelled on the 
baseball field all four years he studied to be a teacher. He was 
the starting centerfielder every year and an exceptional hitter 
on a baseball team that won 27 consecutive games. Kevin 
posted a .403 career lifetime batting average, including back-to-
back years of .475, and only struck out six times in four years. 
In 1964 and 1965, he helped his teams win the New England 
Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) championship. 
He was captain of the 1965 championship team. 

Kevin graduated in 1965 and began his career as an educator 
in the Northborough Public Schools, teaching for more than 
10 years. He also became Quinsigamond Community College 
baseball team’s first coach and served in Massachusetts Army 
National Guard. Kevin returned to WSU to earn his master’s 
degree in education in 1971. He later worked as a sales 
representative for Atlas Distributing Co. for many years. He 
loved to entertain friends and was a renowned storyteller. Over 
many years, he owned and operated several food and beverage 
establishments with brother-in-law Ed Madaus, M.Ed. ’72. In 
1990, Kevin became the owner of The Press Box, a tavern on 
Lincoln Street in Worcester. 

Kevin was the first baseball player inducted into the WSU 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1986. His other accolades include 
being named WSU’s Baseball Player of the Century, receiving 
the first John Hickey Award in 2002 for his dedication to WSU 
Baseball, and having his No. 2 jersey retired in 1997. The City of 
Worcester named the baseball diamond at Rockwood Field in 
his honor in January 2009.

Kevin was an active alumnus and supporter of Lancer Baseball. He 
started the Lancer Golf Tournament, alumni baseball game, and 
First Pitch Dinner, which is held every spring before players leave 
for the team trip to Florida. He was also a member of the Hall of 
Fame Committee and alumni coordinator of the baseball team.

Kevin followed his parents’ example by becoming active in his 
community. He was well-known for his generosity and helping 
those in need. Kevin was a longtime supporter of local youth 
and interscholastic athletic teams. A proud Irish American, he 
was actively involved in the annual Mayor of the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade fundraiser. He was elected mayor of the parade in 
2003. He was also a member of the Emerald Club, the Worcester 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Leprechaun Society of Clinton, 
Mass., the Brown Square Civic Club, Galaxy of Stars Committee, 
and the PAV Club of Clinton. He was an associate member of 
Worcester’s Marine Corps League. Kevin was a founding member 
of the Grafton Hillers, Inc., which established this scholarship in 
his memory. 

Kevin was married to his wife, Kathleen, for over 40 years and 
lived in Boylston for 30 years. They had five children, Tricia, 
Kevin, Sean, Michael, and Christopher.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Kevin 
David Lyons ’65, ’71 Memorial Scholarship will be awarded 
to a full-time student in his or her sophomore year who has a 
minimum GPA of 2.5, is involved in extracurricular activities, 
and demonstrates financial need. Applicants must submit a 
short essay attesting to his/her qualifications and need for this 
scholarship. It should be noted that this scholarship will not be 
automatically renewed and applicants are encouraged to reapply 
each academic year.

The Ada Cheever Perry
Memorial Scholarship
Ada Cheever Perry was a 1905 graduate of the Worcester Normal 
School. Her daughter, Colonel Miriam E. Perry Goll, U.S.A.F., 
established the Ada Cheever Perry Scholarship in her memory.  

(Partial Tuition - $250 per semester) Applicants for this 
scholarship must be full-time undergraduate students at 
Worcester State University, entering their junior or senior year 
and pursing a major in Chemistry, Computer Science, Nursing 
or Management. Students with a minor in Secondary Education 
will also be considered. Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 
2.7, must demonstrate financial need and must be citizens of the 
United States. 



~ 35 ~

Scholarships Change Lives

The Julia Cronin Matthews 
Endowed Scholarship

Julia Ellen Cronin was born in Princeton, Massachusetts in 1889 
and married Ralph Edgar Matthews in 1909. They had four 
children: Ralph Emmett, John Morrison, Esther Elizabeth and 
Ann Ellen. Julia Cronin Matthews passed away in 1953.

Many people still have strong recollections of Julia and of her 
influence in their lives. She loved and understood children, her own 
and many, many others. Her vivid imagination created marvelous 
tales for children. One long-going adventure involved a sea captain 
who roamed the world’s oceans. Plants and animals were another 
strong focus of her life-energy. Roses were one of Julia’s favorite 
flowers and she created beautiful gardens wherever she lived. 
Animals, especially dogs, instinctively loved and trusted her.

Libraries were Julia’s learning place – her “university!”  All her 
life she was an omnivorous reader. She read in diverse fields of 
knowledge and was especially intrigued with the immense variety 
of the world’s people. One of her life-long interests included the 
study of ancient and modern China.

She was a strong political liberal in a very conservative town. She 
firmly, but quietly, maintained her right to determine her vote as an 
independent citizen. The vast scope of her mind moved from town, 
to country, to world. Julia had a strong interest in the founding of 
the United Nations and read with awe and hope, the Preamble to 
the Declaration of Human Rights, framed by Eleanor Roosevelt. 
How she would have rejoiced, decades later, as Nelson Mandela 
signed the new constitution of South Africa. That document 
symbolized another milestone in our slow and painful progress 
toward a more civilized world.

The timeless legacy of Julia Cronin Matthews is her love of 
learning and her respect and appreciation of education as a 
pathway to a useful and productive life. Esther Matthews ’40 has 
established this scholarship to honor the memory of her mother – 
her first and most important teacher.

($500 Award) The Julia Cronin Matthews Endowed Scholarship 
will be awarded to a female student entering her sophomore year 
who is majoring in history. The student applying for this award 
should have an interest in International Relations and the United 
Nations and provide evidence of this in essay form. Furthermore, to 
be considered for this award the applicant should be employed full-
or part-time while attending Worcester State University.

The Kathleen M. McAloon 
Memorial Scholarship
Kathleen M. McAloon, a junior majoring in Business 
Administration and minoring in Political Science, was a 
dedicated daughter, granddaughter, sister, aunt, friend, and 
student when her life was tragically cut short in an automobile 
accident in 2004. 

Throughout her years at WSU, for example, she would return to 
North Andover every Sunday to go to church with her father and 
to visit and have dinner with her mother and stepfather. She also 
loved animals, especially her two cats. 

While at WSU, she lived in the dorms and worked part-time as 
a waitress. She was also a volunteer at St. Michael’s Church in 
North Andover and Habitat for Humanity.

Katie was a 2001 graduate of North Andover High School, and 
when she was looking at colleges, her mother, Darlene Ellis, says, 
she chose to apply to—and ultimately attend—WSU because of its 
high-quality academics and “intimate personal structure.” 

A very motivated and dedicated student, according to her mother, 
Katie was unsatisfied unless she excelled in her classes. She had 
the drive and determination to accomplish whatever she set her 
mind to do.

Katie impressed Urban Studies Professor Steve Corey and 
Adjunct Professor Alan I. Gordon, who say she “was an excellent 
student and a rare human being.” As Katie excelled in their Urban 
Studies courses, “it was clearly evident that with her intellectual 
interests and dedication, she would succeed in any academic or 
professional field or endeavor which she chose.”

The two professors have established this scholarship in 
Katie’s memory. This scholarship “would be an effective way 
for her memory and spirit to assist other students of similar 
dedication,” they say. 

(One $1,000 award) The Kathleen M. McAloon Memorial 
Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time student with 
financial need who is majoring in either Urban Studies, Business 
Administration, or Economics with a GPA of 2.7 or higher. 
Applicants should provide an essay attesting to their need for 
this scholarship and describing their understanding of the 
parallels between economics and the field of Urban Studies (the 
understanding of complex challenges of urban/metropolitan areas).
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The Felix E. Masterson
Memorial Scholarship

The late Dr. Felix E. “Buddy” Masterson was born in 1939 in 
Newark, New Jersey. He was raised in an Irish Catholic family 
with one older sister and parents who instilled in their children 
their strong values on education and work ethic. 

Dr. Masterson was an outstanding athlete while always 
achieving high academic honors. He was awarded a full four-
year scholarship to Assumption College. Upon graduation 
from Assumption, where he scored a record 1,311 points as an 
undergraduate, the Boston Celtics invited Dr. Masterson to their 
tryouts. In 1960 he began his teaching career with the City of 
Worcester. He earned a master’s degree from Clark University, 
an advanced graduate degree from the University of Connecticut 
and a doctorate from the University of Michigan.

Dr. Masterson joined Worcester State University in 1968 as 
Professor of Secondary Education and Community Education 
Programs. He also served as Coordinator of the Advanced 
Graduate Study Program in Education and as Coordinator 
of the Master’s in Education Program. From 1981 until his 
death in November of 1999, he was a Professor of Business 
Administration. In addition, he coached the Worcester State 
University Men’s Basketball team from 1969 until 1973.

In 1972 he was honored as Coach of the Year by the New England 
Small College Basketball Division. He was inducted into the Seton 
Hall Prep and Assumption College Hall of Fame and was named to 
the Catholic Digest All-American Basketball Team. His leadership 
in the community included fund raising for Sports Alive, a program 
to supplement sports programming in the public schools. He also 
founded the Central Massachusetts chapter of Phi Delta Kappa, a 
fraternity of teachers. He was mentor, teacher, coach and friend to 
countless students and members of the Worcester community.

For the benefit of others who will come through the gates of 
Worcester State University, his family, friends, and students would 
like to continue Dr. Masterson’s legacy in the spirit of education 
through this scholarship that bears his name. 

(Two Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition) The Dr. Felix 
E. Masterson Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to two 
undergraduate students enrolled in either the Education or 
Business Administration and Economics programs at	
Worcester State University. The applicants must have a grade 
point average of 3.0 or higher. Preference will be given to 

students actively participating in college-sponsored extra-
curricular activities. An essay must be submitted with the 
application expressing how the applicant’s education at Worcester 
State University has improved their life and how their participation 
in extra-curricular activities has enhanced their college experience 
and growth as a person.

Dr. Melvin & Shirley (Stahl) Merken 
Two Cultures Annual Scholarship

Long-time Worcester State University Chemistry Professor Melvin 
Merken, Ed.D., and his wife, Shirley ’96, established the Two Cultures 
Scholarship to recognize students who bridge the scientific and 
humanistic cultures. Students applying for this scholarship should 
excel in science and participate in theatrical, literary, or athletic 
pursuits or service to the University or wider community.

Dr. Merken, who chaired the Chemistry, Chemistry and Physics, and 
Natural and Earth Science departments over the course of his WSU 
career, earned many awards over a distinguished career. He combines 
enjoyment of art, music, literature, bike riding, and tennis with his 
love of science. His text, Physical Science with Modern Applications, 
has gone through five editions and is a standard in colleges and 
universities throughout the United States. He retired in 2010.

Mrs. Merken, who holds an associate’s degree from Boston University, 
earned a bachelor’s degree in English from WSU. The couple also 
support and hold offices in various charitable and cultural causes.

“We both grew up in households where money just about covered 
the basics,” notes Dr. Merken, “so we know how difficult it is for 
many students to find the means to fund their college education. 
We wanted to help such students, and have found it especially 
rewarding to do so in a way that recognizes the compatibility of 
science and the humanities.”

At the time this scholarship was established, Thomas McNamara ’94, 
Vice President of Institutional Advancement noted “It’s wonderful to 
see a faculty member and an alumna provide this scholarship for our 
students. Dr. and Mrs. Merken support the college in so many ways. 
This is just the latest example of their incredible generosity.”

($750.00 annual award) The Dr. Melvin and Shirley (Stahl) 
Merken Two Cultures Scholarship will be awarded to a Junior 
or Senior excelling in science who bridges the scientific and 
humanistic cultures through participation in theatrical, literary or 
athletic pursuits or service to the University or wider community.
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The Dorothy F. McLoughlin 
Endowed Scholarship

In the third grade, Dorothy “Dottie” McLoughlin, decided she 
wanted to become a teacher.  After graduating from Worcester 
State Teachers College in 1954 with a bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education, Dottie began her very satisfying and 
enjoyable thirty-eight year teaching career while pursuing her 
master’s degree, which she successfully completed in 1956.

Dottie’s first position was at Indian Hill School where she 
welcomed a class of forty third graders!  Because of the large 
class size, preparation was especially critical and Dottie found 
that the excellent and inspiring Worcester State faculty had 
prepared her quite well.  As Dottie shared, “You had to be a 
good disciplinarian.  You can’t teach if you can’t control the 
classroom.”  That was a lesson Dottie heard many times over. 

Successful teaching also required sociability and a genuine 
interest in one’s students.  Dottie’s warm and friendly 
disposition with which she managed her classrooms over the 
years is still felt today amongst her former students.  Many 
fondly recall Miss McLoughlin, her firm but nurturing manner, 
and the days spent in her class learning all types of exciting new 
information! 

In 1981, Indian Hill School closed its doors and Dottie traveled 
to Nelson Place School where she spent the next eleven years 
influencing, molding and enlightening young minds.  Upon her 
retirement in 1992, Dottie’s smiling face and presence on the 
Worcester State campus were more evident as she made the time 
to become an even-more active alumna.

Dottie volunteers in the Alumni Office, serves on the 
Scholarship Tea Committee, is a Class Agent and co-chairs her 
class reunions.  In 2002, Dottie most deservingly was awarded 
the Distinguished Alumni Award for Outstanding Service to 
Alma Mater, the highest non-degree recognition bestowed 
on an alumnus or alumna.  Yet, in keeping with the spirit that 
embodies Dottie, she credits Worcester State for her happy, 
successful and rewarding career.  “It gave me so much” and 
so, in honor of the fiftieth anniversary of her graduation from 
Worcester State, Dottie established this scholarship.  “It’s a good 
feeling to be able to give back in this way and to help others who 
are starting out on the same path I followed.  I hope that every 
recipient of my scholarship will have a rewarding and enjoyable 
career.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Dorothy 
F. McLoughlin Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a female 
student majoring in Elementary Education who demonstrates 
a need for financial assistance.  A student applying for this 
scholarship must include an essay with her application indicating 
her commitment to the teaching profession.

The Frances M. Moschella 
Elementary Education		   
Memorial Scholarship 

The late Frances M. Moschella graduated with an Elementary 
Education Degree from Worcester State University in 1939 and 
she also received her master’s degree in Education. Ms. Moschella 
dedicated her life to the education of children. Dependable, loyal 
and delightful to all she met, Ms. Moschella loved the children 
she taught. Former students hold enduring memories of her 
patience, dedication and caring way in which she encouraged 
them to exert their best efforts. 

Ms. Moschella’s boundless energy was a true asset to the Alumni 
Office at Worcester State University. She consistently supported 
alumni activities and inspired others with her devotion and deep 
sense of loyalty. Ms. Moschella was invaluable to the Alumni 
Association and her legacy lives on thanks to her family, who 
made this very generous scholarship possible.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Frances 
M. Moschella Scholarship will be awarded to a sophomore 
or junior enrolled in the Elementary Education Program. The 
applicant must have a strong interest in educating children 
and must show evidence of financial need. Preferably, students 
applying for this scholarship should have a minimum cumulative 
grade-point average of 3.0. The student applying for this 
scholarship should provide an essay explaining why educating 
children is important to him/her. 
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Nathaniel Mencow
U.S. History Scholarship

Through the Nathaniel Mencow U.S. History Scholarship 
Fund, this Worcester State double graduate’s love of history will 
transcend generations. 

Nathaniel Mencow ’88, M.Ed. ’05, who passed away in May 2007 
at age 89, began his undergraduate work in his late 60s, following 
a distinguished career in the Air Force and owning his own 
wholesale furniture business. His completion of his Master’s in 
Education earned him kudos for being the University’s oldest 
degree recipient.

Mencow’s Air Force career began in 1941 when he enlisted for 
World War II. His missions included the “The Big Three” to 
Regensburg, Munster, and Schweinfurt, as well as air support for 
the allied landing on D-Day. In 1991, a documentary based on his 
B-17 plane, “Betty Boop - The Pistol Packin’ Mama,” was released. 
After WWII, he ran his own wholesale furniture business until 
1982.

Known for his wit, life experiences, and joy of living, Mencow won 
so many prizes on WTAG’s “college of useless knowledge” that he 
was asked to stop calling. He brought that intense desire to learn 
and share his knowledge to Worcester State—and eventually to 
Worcester Public Schools. 

At age 70, he received his bachelor’s degree in Media and 
Communications, cum laude, and began a new career as a 
substitute teacher at Sullivan Middle School. Not satisfied 
teaching on an as-needed basis, Mencow created, coordinated, 
and curated a WWII museum at the school. He also was an 
Adjunct Professor of History at Worcester State.

Mencow’s family and friends have established this memorial 
scholarship to inspire future Worcester State history students to 
share his passion for life and knowledge.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The 
Nathaniel Mencow U.S. History Scholarship will be awarded to 
full-time undergraduate student who is majoring in history with a 
concentration in United States history and demonstrates financial 
need. Candidates should provide a short essay attesting to their 
interest in U.S. history and need of this grant, and submit it with 
the scholarship application.

The Donald and Mary
Moran Scholarship

A trumpet fanfare on Saturday evening, May 31, 2008, was the 
cue for Donald “Mickey” and Mary Moran’s children and their 
spouses to walk into the Blue Lounge of the Student Center. 
As the Moran family gathered on the dance floor, Mary rose 
from her seat and exclaimed, “Those are my children! What 
are they doing here?” The answer to Mary’s question was both 
heartwarming and inspirational.

Michael and Nancy Moran of Huntington, New York, the son and 
daughter-in-law of alumni Donald P. ’58 and Mary (Walsh) ’57 
Moran of Worcester, made a surprise announcement at the 1958 
reunion class dinner. As a way to honor their parents, Michael 
and Nancy established the Donald and Mary Moran Scholarship. 
Michael shared the reasons for their endowment. “On behalf of 
my brother and sisters, I want to say we have been truly blessed as 
children. We had parents who were both teachers. By establishing 
this scholarship, every year there will be students who come 
through Worcester State University who want to be teachers and 
they will thank the both of you.” As the reunion guests applauded 
this extraordinary announcement, President Janelle Ashley 
shared, “This is a remarkable act of kindness by wonderful and 
philanthropic people. We are truly blessed to have such special 
people in the Worcester State University family.”

With the creation and endowment of this scholarship, Michael 
and Nancy Moran join a premiere group of donors who have 
chosen to honor and pay tribute to beloved family members by 
ensuring their permanent legacies at Worcester State University. 
Through their selfless generosity, countless students shall benefit 
for years to come.

(Amount equal to one full annual in-state tuition award) The 
Donald and Mary Moran Scholarship will be awarded to a 
student who meets the following criteria: a full-time student 
majoring in Elementary Education preparing to commence his/
her student teaching; has a minimum GPA of 3.0; demonstrates 
collegiality amongst his/her peers and administrators; and 
possesses a genuine love and enthusiasm for educating young 
people. Candidates are required to submit an essay expressing their 
reason/s for choosing to pursue a degree in Elementary Education.
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The Eileen and William Mullin 
Memorial Scholarship

Robert “Bob” E. Mullin’s inquisitiveness led him from Worcester 
to make a life in vibrant New York City and to become an 
enthusiastic world traveler. His education at WSU—he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Education with a minor in Social Studies in 
1953 and a master’s degree in Education in 1956—prepared him 
to excel at both. The University made such an impression on Bob 
that he continued his association with classmates throughout 
the years and became a very generous benefactor.  In 2004, 
Bob received the Alumni Award for Distinguished Professional 
Achievement, the highest non-degree recognition bestowed on 
an alumnus.

For four years following graduation, Bob taught in Worcester 
Public Schools. Motivated by the desire to see the world, Bob 
then taught in U.S. government schools in Japan, Germany, and 
England, and in U.S. Embassy schools in Morocco and Denmark. 
In 1962, he was accepted into Teachers College, Columbia 
University, where he was a part-time research assistant on the 
prestigious Afghanistan India Project while earning an Ed.D. Bob 
then joined the faculty of Queens College, division of the City 
University of New York (CUNY), where he taught prospective 
social studies teachers for 30 years. He was designated professor 
emeritus when he retired in 1995.

In the aftermath of the Class of 1953’s 50th reunion, Bob was 
inspired to personally endow a scholarship in memory of his 
parents, Eileen and William Mullin.  Acknowledging their 
faith in education, Bob is mindful that his good fortunes may 
not have transpired were it not for his parents’ expectations 
and encouragement that he go to college.  “While neither of 
my parents had the opportunity for higher education, they 
recognized its life-changing importance and encouraged and 
supported my two brothers and myself to go as far as we could 
go,” he said. “Only in our American open society could the 
children of first- and second-generation immigrants have had 
such access to higher education and the good and fulfilling life 
it has afforded us. Hopefully, in each of our lives, we have made 
a contribution to the ideals and possibilities that this country 
stands for.”  

Prior to endowing his own scholarship, Bob was a steadfast 
supporter of the Dr. Elizabeth V. Foster Scholarship, which is 
endowed, and also contributed to the Earl B. Shaw Geography 

Award.  In honor of his 50th reunion in 2003, Bob made his 
contribution in memory of Professor Agnes Scribner, “a dedicated 
and beloved teacher.”  Additionally, Bob’s gifts were made in 
memory of Professors Albert Farnsworth, Guy Winslow, Francis 
Jones, Rita Morris, Dr. Elizabeth Barlow, and Grace Kendrick, who 
was also his faculty advisor and director of the Glee Club (Bob was a 
member). “These exceptional teachers helped to change my life and 
prepared me well for my life as a teacher of social studies,” he said.

In keeping with Bob’s love of social studies, he continued his 
passion for exploring the world in his retirement, traveling yearly 
to Europe and dividing his time among New York, California, and 
Hawaii. “I love music and art. So it was opera, concerts, museums, 
and galleries the entire trip,” he said of a 2007 visit to Vienna, 
Budapest, and Bratislava. (He also took a quintessential boat trip 
down the Danube.)  As a result of his extensive travels, Bob has 
friends all over the world!

Bob’s endearing respect for his parents will be long remembered 
through the creation of The Eileen and William Mullin Memorial 
Scholarship, as will the Mullin family name.  Bob’s devotion 
to his alma mater will enrich the lives of deserving students in 
perpetuity. These reasons were at the forefront of his mind as he 
enthusiastically announced this scholarship at his 55th class reunion 
in May 2008.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Eileen and 
William Mullin Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time 
undergraduate student majoring in Education in a program leading to 
teacher certification in Massachusetts. Applicants should demonstrate 
financial need and have a minimum 3.0 G.P.A. Applicants must 
provide a short essay attesting to their need for this grant. In addition, 
they must convey an understanding of the necessity of educating 
students with a global perspective on the problems, challenges, and 
opportunities facing citizens for the future.

“I believe that with a little support and 
a lot of motivation, almost anyone can 

achieve their dreams.” — Gene DeFeudis
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The William Murphy 
Scholarship

William Murphy ’93 understands the sacrifices some students 
must make to pay their way through WSU. Throughout his tenure 
here, he worked nearly full-time to afford his full course schedule. 
That, and living off campus, left little time to try out for a sports 
team or become involved in a student club. 

Now a successful mortgage specialist, Bill wants to give future 
students facing the same situation a helping hand so they can join 
a team or club. “I’d rather not see high school graduates decide 
against going to college because of financial obstacles,” he said.

Bill is known to persevere through trying circumstances. Upon 
graduation from Worcester’s North High School in 1989, where 
he was the captain of the football team, it would have been easy 
for him to forgo college because he faced paying for it himself. He 
decided to rise to the challenge and put himself through WSU. 

Armed with a bachelor’s degree in psychology—and later a 
master’s degree from Framingham State College—Bill worked for 
Worcester’s Department of Youth Services for five years and, after 
moving to California, as a loan officer with a mortgage company. 

He found the mortgage business to be tremendously satisfying 
because he was counseling people about the most important 
financial decision of their lives—buying a home. In addition 
to being a certified mortgage planning specialist with Fairway 
New England Mortgage in Auburn, Bill was recognized for his 
approach to his clients as a recipient of the Worcester Business 
Journal’s “2006 40 under 40.” 

Bill decided to establish a scholarship because giving back to his 
alma mater is important to him. It is just one of several ways he 
has reconnected with WSU. He has also presented to business 
students, met individually with students about internship and 
job interviews, participated in a mentoring event sponsored by 
the Alumni Office and Career Services, and was honored as a 
Distinguished Alumni in 2007. Not only is Bill one of many WSU 
alumni who lead by example, but he is the College’s youngest 
alumnus to establish a scholarship.

“Giving back to Worcester State is important to me. I can’t forget 
my roots,” he said. “I feel privileged to be successful, and I want to 
do something remarkable with my success.” 

Bill devised this scholarship with his roots in mind, and, as such, 
it will give future North High School graduates who attend WSU 
as commuter students the flexibility they may need to join a club 
or team. 

($1,000 Award) The William Murphy Scholarship’s first 
preference is that it be awarded to an incoming freshman who 
is a graduate of Worcester’s North High School and a commuter 
student with an interest in co-curricular activities. Second 
preference will be given to an incoming freshman who is a 
graduate of a Worcester public high school. Candidates should 
provide a short essay attesting to the need for this grant and their 
interest in becoming involved in co-curricular activities.

The National Grid Endowed 
Scholarship
National Grid is the largest distributor of electricity in 
Massachusetts, with more than 1.2 million customers in 
168 cities and towns. We are proud of our longstanding 
commitment to help provide quality educations to students 
throughout the state and of our service territory elsewhere 
in New England and New York.  The Endowed Scholarship is 
one example of this commitment. Since its inception in 2002, 
eighteen full scholarships have been awarded to WSU students.

National Grid maintains close working relationship with more 
than twenty colleges and universities in its service territory, 
promoting the study of mathematics and the sciences in 
particular. The company also provides scholarships to children of 
its employees through the National Grid Scholarship Program.

National Grid, through the transmission and distribution of 
electricity and natural gas, serves close to 4 million customers 
across 29,000 square miles of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York and Rhode Island.

(Four Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition)  Awarded to a 
full-time student at WSU. Applicant must provide evidence of 
financial need, live in a city or town that is serviced by National 
Grid, and intend to take two or more courses in math or science.

“Giving back to Worcester 
State is important to me. I 

can’t forget my roots.”
 — William Murphy ’93 
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The Robert & Barbara (Hickey) O’Brien Scholarships (pages 41-44)
Robert and Barbara O’Brien are a successful husband and wife team who have been extraordinarily generous to their Alma Mater. 
They met while attending Worcester State Teachers College and shared a major in Education. Upon graduation, Bob pursued a career 
at State Mutual Life Assurance Corp. (now known as Hanover Insurance) and Barbara followed her dreams and entered the Worcester 
Public School system as an educator.

Both Bob and Barbara have given many years of dedicated service to their respective careers. Through their hard work, kindness, 
and commitment to education, they have chosen to help young people realize their dreams. To honor their parents and invest in the 
future of Worcester State University, they have established four scholarships in their parents’ names. In addition, Robert and Barbara 
have each established a scholarship of their own.

The Robert & Barbara (Hickey) O’Brien scholarships will primarily be awarded to students who have demonstrated a high degree of 
industry, maturity, motivation and responsibility while attending Worcester State University. Students who apply must be employed 
either full or part-time and should reference their employment in their essay.

The James M. Hickey
Memorial Scholarships 

James Maurice Hickey, born November 22, 1903 in Ireland, 
immigrated to the United States in 1924. He worked for American 
Steel and Wire, then a subsidiary of U.S. Steel, starting as a 
wiredrawer in 1933 and retiring as Superintendent of Maintenance 
and Utilities in 1968. He was extremely clever in all forms of 
construction including cement work, and spent many happy days 
renovating his beach property in Kingston, MA. His indomitable 
spirit was demonstrated when after a leg amputation, he replaced 
the roof of his home, climbing ladders and using scaf﻿folding.

The James M. Hickey Memorial Scholarship is designed by the 
donor to ensure that the recipient is guaranteed a tuition-free 
education toward a baccalaureate degree at Worcester State 
University. The donor, Barbara Hickey O’Brien, Class of 1957, 
awards this scholarship in memory of her father, James M. 
Hickey, who revered education. 

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) 
The James M. Hickey Memorial Scholarship is awarded by 
the donor to a full-time senior who has demonstrated a high 
degree of industry, maturity, motivation and responsibility while 
attending Worcester State University. Students who apply must 
be employed either full or part time and should reference their 
employment in their application.

The Julia Moynihan Hickey 
Memorial Scholarship

Julia was the mother of Barbara Hickey O’Brien, a graduate of 
the class of 1957. Julia was born February 7, 1904 in Ireland and 
immigrated to the U.S. in 1923 and married James M. Hickey in 
1933. A homemaker most of her life, Julia was loved by everyone 
who came in contact with her. She always had a smile and a song 
in her heart and on her lips. Her husband often said throughout 
the years, “When God made her, He broke the mold.”

The Julia Moynihan Hickey Memorial Scholarship is designed 
by the donor to ensure that the recipient is guaranteed a tuition-
free education toward a baccalaureate degree at Worcester 
State University. The donor, Barbara Hickey O’Brien, Class of 
1957, awards this scholarship in memory of her mother, Julia 
Moynihan Hickey.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)
The Julia Moynihan Hickey Memorial Scholarship is awarded by 
the donor to a full-time freshman who has demonstrated a high 
degree of industry, maturity, motivation and responsibility while 
attending Worcester State University. Students who apply must 
be employed either full or part time and should reference their 
employment in their application.
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The Robert Ivor O’Brien	  
Memorial Scholarship

Ivor, as he was known to friends and family, was the father of 
Robert K. O’Brien, class of 1958. He was born on November 3, 
1906, the youngest of 14 children of James O’Brien and Margaret 
Varley O’Brien. His father died when he was 8 months old, and 
Ivor, along with his brothers, sisters, and mother, began working 
at a very early age to help the family. He was a door-to-door 
salesman, who on the day he retired, had accumulated 27 years of 
work, 6 days per week, having missed 2 days in that entire time 
(vacation and sick days included). The two days were when his 
son and daughter were each married.

The Robert Ivor O’Brien Memorial Scholarship is designed by 
the donor to ensure that the recipient is guaranteed a tuition-
free education toward a baccalaureate degree at Worcester State 
University. The donor, Robert K. O’Brien, Class of 1958, awards 
this scholarship in memory of his father, Robert Ivor O’Brien.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) 
The Robert Ivor O’Brien Memorial Scholarship is awarded 
by the donor to a full-time junior who has demonstrated a high 
degree of industry, maturity, motivation and responsibility while 
attending Worcester State University. Students who apply must 
be employed either full or part time and should reference their 
employment in their application

The Arline Lanois O’Brien/Knight 
Memorial Scholarship 

Arline was the mother of Robert K. O’Brien, Worcester State 
University class of 1958, and Janet O’Brien Martin of Leicester, 
MA. Arline was born in Northborough, MA on May 26, 1907, 
the youngest of 16 children. She married Robert Ivor O’Brien on 
August 4, 1929 and after his death in 1976; she married Harry 
Knight in 1980. She worked all her life, even in those years 
when it was not popular for a woman to work outside the home. 
Arline had a great sense of humor and found her joy in bringing 
happiness to others. She was very industrious, willing to take on 
any job regardless of difficulty. She retired in 1973.

The Arline Lanois O’Brien/Knight Memorial Scholarship is 
designed by the donor to ensure that the recipient is guaranteed a 
tuition-free education toward a baccalaureate degree at Worcester 
State University. The donor, Robert K. O’Brien, Class of 1958, 
awards this scholarship in memory of his mother, Arline Lanois 
O’Brien/Knight.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)
The Arline Lanois O’Brien/Knight Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded by the donor to a full-time sophomore who has 
demonstrated a high degree of industry, maturity, motivation 
and responsibility while attending Worcester State University. 
Students who apply must be employed either full or part time and 
should reference their employment in their application.

“I value hard work and determination, and I 
want to help students who share those values.” 
— Barbara (Hickey) O’Brien ’57
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Barbara (Hickey) ’57 O’Brien
Scholarship

Barbara (Hickey) O’Brien ’57 has a distinguished record of 
generous support of Worcester State University. She and her 
husband, Robert O’Brien ’58, previously established four 
memorial scholarships in honor of their parents. With this 
current scholarship, Mrs. O’Brien has created yet another source 
of support for students at her alma mater.

During her college days, Mrs. O’Brien worked as a cashier and 
bookkeeper at Walgreen’s on Main Street in Worcester, a job she 
remembers fondly because of the “wonderful people” with whom 
she came in contact. Following graduation, she embarked on a 
thirty-four-year career in the Worcester Public Schools. Mrs. 
O’Brien first taught at the elementary level and then went on to be 
a special education teacher. Before retiring in 1991, Mrs. O’Brien 
concluded her career as Worcester’s CORE chairperson, where 
she was responsible for overseeing the city’s special education 
program in various schools.

The mother of two children, Mrs. O’Brien says that she chose a 
career in education because she “always loved school.” However, 
Mrs. O’Brien acknowledges that teaching is a challenging 
profession. “It’s one of the few careers where you become all 
things to the children you’re with all the time,” she says. “You 
become parent, counselor, and social worker as well as teacher.” 
Mrs. O’Brien, who earned a master’s degree in education from 
Boston College in 1977, noted that Worcester State prepared 
her well for the classroom. “My education at Worcester State 
University was excellent,” she says. “It taught me how to stop and 
think. That is the greatest gift knowledge can give. The whole 
point of a college education is to learn how to think logically.”

Mrs. O’Brien’s scholarship is established to support Education 
majors who display “a degree of industry.” “I value hard work and 
determination,” she notes, “and I want to help students who share 
those values.”

With the establishment of this scholarship, Mrs. O’Brien is also 
sharing another core value – generosity. “My mother always 
talked about reciprocating good will,” she says. “I hope that today’s 
students will continue that custom later in their own careers.”

Robert K. O’Brien ’58 Scholarship

Robert K. O’Brien ’58 has been a steadfast and generous 
supporter of Worcester State University for many years. He 
and his wife, Barbara (Hickey) ’57 O’Brien, established four 
scholarships in memory of their parents, and Mrs. O’Brien 
created a fifth scholarship in her own name to support students 
at her alma mater. This sixth scholarship is a striking testament 
to the remarkable commitment and loyalty that Mr. O’Brien feels 
towards Worcester State University students.

Mr. O’Brien, whose parents set an example of integrity and hard 
work, grew up in Worcester, Massachusetts. An industrious 
person, he started his business career as a newspaper boy at the 
age of nine. By the age of 11, he was handling three daily and 
one Sunday paper route. He worked full time throughout high 
school and college, graduating from Worcester State University 
with a degree in Education on June 8, 1958. On the next day, 
Mr. O’Brien went to work as a trainee at the State Mutual Life 
Assurance Company of America, now known as Hanover 
Insurance. He rose steadily through the ranks, retiring from State 
Mutual as Vice President, Reinsurance, on December 31, 1989. 

In 1990, Mr. O’Brien founded a reinsurance management 
company, Health Reinsurance Management, Inc., from which he 
retired in 2003 at the age of 69. This company, along with some 10 
other associated companies that Mr. O’Brien created, employed 

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) 
The Barbara (Hickey) ’57 O’Brien Scholarship will be awarded 
to a student majoring in Education who exemplifies the qualities 
of hard work and determination. Applicants must submit the 
following:

•	 Evidence that they maintain a full or part-time job while 
pursuing a college degree;

•	 A letter of recommendation and a personal essay 
attesting to their high level of maturity, perseverance and 
industriousness. 

It should be noted that this scholarship will not be automatically 
renewed and applicants are encouraged to reapply each academic year. 
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more than 300 people.  Now “semi-retired,” Mr. O’Brien continues 
to provide leadership for several organizations. He is Chief 
Financial Officer of O.G.R.E., a software developer for landlords, 
and President of HRMI, a venture capital firm that also handles 
mortgages. In addition, he serves on the Board of Directors of 
American Security Life Insurance Company, headquartered in 
Uruguay, and an administration company based in Miami.

Mr. O’Brien, who has two children and two delightful 
grandchildren, says of his Worcester State University education, 
“I graduated knowing how to think, and that led me to make 
good decisions throughout the rest of my life. Good decision 
making is the key to success.” 

Because Mr. O’Brien values hard work, and because of a special 
relationship he has developed with the public high school in 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, this scholarship is designed 
specifically to assist graduates of that school who are themselves 
industrious and hardworking. Mr. O’Brien further shares, “I have 
had to sacrifice in my life, and I’ve worked hard. But now I’m able 
to make a difference at the college that gave me my start. I believe 
that everyone ought to do something to help others succeed.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)
The Robert K. O’Brien ’58 Scholarship will be awarded in 
accordance with the following priorities: A full-time student 
who has demonstrated a high degree of industriousness and 
has declared a minor in secondary education. (In the event 
that there is more than one qualified candidate, the Scholarship 
Review Committee will give preference to an applicant who has 
plans to teach Math or Science.) Included with the scholarship 
application, candidates shall submit a short essay attesting to his/
her qualifications for this scholarship. It should be noted that 
this scholarship is awarded on an annual basis and recipients are 
encouraged to apply each academic year.

The Dr. A. Barbara Pilon 	
Endowed Scholarship  

The late Dr. A. Barbara Pilon, Professor Emerita, author and 
poet, was born in Providence, Rhode Island in 1934. She earned 
a Bachelor of Science degree from Pembroke College of Brown 
University, a Master in Education from Rhode Island College, and 
a Ph.D. from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana.

For a number of years, Dr. Pilon was an elementary school 
teacher and reading consultant in Rhode Island. She was a 
professor of reading at Indiana University/Purdue University for 
two years. She began her tenure at Worcester State University 
in the Education Department and was later recruited to the 
Department of Languages and Literature. She retired after twenty-
two years of dedicated service at Worcester State University as an 
English professor. For over fifteen years she presented a session 
on poetry and language arts for the gifted at the University of 
Connecticut Confratute summer sessions. She also established 
a Gifted Child program at Worcester State and directed it for 
several years.

Dr. Pilon was an author and college lecturer. Her published works 
include: Teaching Language Arts Creatively in the Elementary 
Grades and Concrete Is Not Always Hard. She also wrote for 
numerous professional journals. At the time of her death, she was 
actively involved in marketing eleven manuscripts on poetry and 
word play and had recently engaged a literary agent.

For twenty-five years, Dr. Pilon was on home hemodialysis as 
a result of kidney failure. During this period, she worked a full 
schedule - teaching, writing, and speaking at educational forums 
throughout the United States.

Dr. Pilon was a delight and an inspiration to all who knew 
her. Those who worked with her at Worcester State University 
remember a tiny, quick-moving woman with pale, sparkling 
blue eyes and a joke or a kind word for everyone. Energetic and 
effervescent, she brought a spirit of creativity and joy to everything 
she did. Although her doctorate was in education, she was recruited 
from the Education Department by the chair of the Languages 
and Literature Department because of her love of literature and 
her value as a colleague. It was a good move for Languages and 
Literature; years after her retirement she is still remembered fondly 
for her generosity of spirit and her zest for life.

In spite of her chronic ill health, her life was a celebration of 
creativity and laughter. As a teacher, she shared her love of 

“Now I’m able to make a difference at the college 
that gave me my start. I believe that everyone 

ought to do something to help others succeed.” — 
Robert O’Brien ’58



~ 45 ~

Scholarships Change Lives

The Icik and Rose Plevinsky 
Memorial Scholarship

“How proud I am to be the daughter of parents who came to 
America from Europe as immigrants to pursue the American 
Dream!” Those words are from former Worcester State 
University Business Administration and Economics department 
secretary Esther Golub, who has established a scholarship in her 
parents honor. 

For more than twenty years, the late Mrs. Golub filled her 
position with competence, commitment, and unwavering 
dedication, attributes she learned from her beloved parents, Icik 
and Rose Plevinsky. The Plevinskys and their infant boy came 
to America from Poland in 1910, reluctantly leaving family 
and homeland behind as they searched for a better way of life. 
Arriving in Boston with little more than the clothes on their 
back, the young couple faced enormous challenges. 

As a young boy in Poland, Icik served as an apprentice to learn 
the baking trade and became a first-class baker. Once in Boston 
he joined the Bakers Union and soon was offered a chance 
to purchase his own bakery in Haverhill, Massachusetts. For 
the next twenty years, raising a growing family, Icik and Rose 
Plevinsky worked tirelessly, seven days a week fifty-two weeks 
a year, to make their business, The Boston Model Bakery, a 
success. They attended evening school, learned to read and write 
English, and soon became American citizens.

Their courage and determination, as well as their love of 
learning, were an inspiration to their three children, Reuben, 
Anne, and Esther. As Esther explained, “My parents were my 
inspiration and example. The American Dream has been made 
a happy reality through my Memorial Scholarship in memory of 
my beloved parents.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Icik 
and Rose Plevinsky Memorial Scholarship is the first endowed 
scholarship for business students at Worcester State University. 
This scholarship is awarded to a female full-time Business 
Administration student with a minimum GPA of 3.0 with 
demonstrated financial need.

The Mary M. Reardon 		
Endowed Scholarship
The Mary M. Reardon Endowed Scholarship was established by 
Ms. Reardon, Class of 1935, in 1998. Mary was a Kindergarten/
Fourth Grade schoolteacher in a number of area schools 
including Granite Street, Downing Street, and Mill Swan School. 
She retired from Mill Swan School as a special education teacher 
after 30 years of service at that school. Mary had taught hundreds 
of physically disabled children and many kept in touch with her 
until her death in June of the year 2000. She had a special place 
in her heart for those educators who work with the physically 
challenged. Mary herself was legally blind for the last 30 years of 
her life.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Mary 
M. Reardon Scholarship will be awarded to a student who 
majors in Early Childhood Education. Preference will be given to, 
but not limited to, students with some disability or who intend on 
working with children with some disability.

imaginative literature with her students. Whether she was getting 
a tough fourth-grader to open up to the magic of Cinderella in 
her early days as a teacher of gifted children or getting a college 
audience to see the drama of Greek myths as professor of English 
at Worcester State University, she was opening her students’ 
minds to new ways of thinking, feeling and imagining. When her 
retirement gave her time to write, she reveled in the chance to 
create her own poems, children’s riddles, and word games.

Her love of learning, her empathy for her students, and her 
generosity are continued in this scholarship that bears her name.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  The Dr. 
A. Barbara Pilon Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a 
student majoring in English. The applicant must have a grade 
point average of 3.0 or higher and have expressed an interest 
in becoming an English teacher. An essay should accompany 
the scholarship application addressed to the chairperson of the 
Languages and Literature Department stating his/her goals.

“My hope is that this scholarship will enable 
other students to achieve their educational 

ambitions.” — Sharen Cutting Shipley ’74 
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The Allen and Ruth R. (Sadick) ’52 
Rubin Endowed Scholarship	 to 
Honor Their Parents

Allen and Ruth R. (Sadick) ’52 Rubin established this endowed 
scholarship fund as a tribute to their parents, Harry and Lena 
Rubin and Moses and Sara Sadick.

Although they themselves never had the opportunity to further 
their education, both sets of parents established successful small 
businesses in Worcester. They taught their children the value of 
hard work and motivation. And they inculcated in their children 
the belief that a good education would open the doors to a better 
way of life. 

“We are establishing this scholarship to honor our parents, who 
were so generous and supportive as we pursued our education,” 
said Ruth Rubin.

“It’s a way of giving back,” added Allen Rubin. “Our parents were 
there to encourage us, and if we can help some needful person 
who is motivated and ambitious, then that is a way of honoring 
our parents’ memory.”

This award will create a living memorial to the Sadick and Rubin 
families and will allow their name to be remembered by future 
generations of students who will benefit from this award.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  The Allen 
and Ruth R. (Sadick) ’52 Rubin  Scholarship will be awarded 
to an undergraduate student in the Education Department who 
is majoring in Elementary Education. The applicant must have a 
grade point average of 3.0 or higher. An essay should accompany 
the scholarship application and this essay should express the 
applicant’s scholarly achievement and desire to serve as a teacher. 
Consideration will be given to those candidates who show 
financial need.

When Dr. Christie Nigro came to Worcester State University in 
1989, she saw the need for a high quality a cappella ensemble at the 
University. There were many wonderful singers who had no outlet 
for their talent. The newly founded Chorale had only 16 singers, 
but was excellent nonetheless.

More than 20 years later, the Chorale is nearly twice its original 
size, has placed in national competition, and has toured Europe and 
South America numerous times since 1993. In 2009, the Chorale 
celebrated its 20-year anniversary with a reunion concert of more 
than 100 past and present singers. To commemorate the past 
years and look forward to the future of music at Worcester State, 
Dr. Nigro has establishing this scholarship to assist a deserving 
member of the Worcester State University Chorale.

Dr. Nigro has established a reputation as both a fine choral 
conductor and performing cellist and teacher in the Central 
Massachusetts area.  She is a full professor at Worcester State, 
where she directs the choirs, directs the applied music program, 
and teaches classes in music literature such as Women in Music and 
Twentieth-Century Music. Dr. Nigro holds degrees from Syracuse 
University, Yale University, and the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. She is also the mother of four terrific children.

($500 Award) The Dr. Christie Nigro Chorale Scholarship will 
be awarded to the full-time or part-time matriculated student 
who is a member of the Worcester State University Chorale and 
demonstrates financial need.  Applicants must have been members 
for at least one semester and must maintain membership during the 
entire academic year of the award.  Applicants must provide a short 
essay attesting to their need for this grant and the impact singing 
with the Chorale has had on their Worcester State experience.

The Dr. Christie Nigro
Chorale Scholarship

“My hope is that this scholarship will help deserving students 
and perpetuate my parents’ values of determination, hard 

work, and academic excellence.” — Susan Rezen, Ph.D.
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Professor Susan V. Rezen, Ph.D., has honored her parents by 
creating a scholarship in their memory. Dr. Rezen, an audiologist 
in the Communication Sciences and Disorders Department, grew 
up on a 300-acre dairy farm in upstate New York. Her father, Victor 
Rezen, quit school after the tenth grade to help support his family. 
Although he started with little in terms of material advantages, 
his hard work and wise investments enabled him to accumulate 
substantial wealth. He was a town judge and member of the town 
board for twenty-seven years. He was also a self-taught musician, 
playing the violin as a young man and the organ in his retirement. 
He encouraged his two daughters to do their best in all they did, 
sometimes remarking, “That is wonderful that you earned an A, 
but could you get an A+ next time?” 

Angelia Rezen was a high school graduate who worked beside her 
husband on the farm, kept house and garden, and raised their two 
children. She was involved in church and community activities 
such as 4H and was a Republican county committee woman for 
over twenty years. She wrote a booklet describing a committee 
person’s duties. She and Mr. Rezen enjoyed traveling, touring 
much of the United States as well as visiting Canada, Brazil, South 
Africa, and Europe with Dr. Rezen. Mrs. Rezen often told her 
daughter, “No matter what my body says, I will always be twenty 
or thirty in my mind.”

Dr. Rezen, who joined Worcester State University in 1980, worked 
on the family farm until the age of twenty. She earned a master’s 
degree from Purdue University and a Ph.D. from Syracuse 
University. She is married to Chris Debow, a retired Marine 
band leader and current piano technician. She notes, “Both my 
parents valued hard work, determination, education, and financial 
conservatism. In addition, they inspired my sister and me with 
their compassionate and giving natures. People always turned to 
them for help in times of need.”

This scholarship will be awarded annually to a full-time, 
undergraduate student in the Communication Sciences and 
Disorders department who intends to pursue his/her doctorate 
in audiology and a career as an audiologist. Rezen adds, “My 
hope is that this scholarship will help deserving students and 
perpetuate my parents’ values of determination, hard work, and 
academic excellence.”

Victor & Angelia Rezen 	
Memorial Scholarship ($1,250 award) The Victor and Angelia Rezen Memorial Scholar-

ship will provide financial assistance to an undergraduate student who 
is academically excellent and is committed to continuing his/her 
education and becoming an audiologist. To be selected the student 
must meet all of the following criteria:

• 	 Be a student entering his/her senior year in the 
	 Communication Sciences & Disorders Department; 
• 	 Is committed to pursuing his/her education and 
	 becoming an audiologist after completing his/her 			 
	 course work and degree at Worcester State University;
•	 Submit a letter of recommendation from a member of the
	 Worcester State University Communication Sciences and
	 Disorders Audiology faculty attesting to his/her 
	 commitment to continuing his/her education to become
	 an audiologist and his/her worthiness for selection for this 		
	 award; and
•	 Have a GPA of 3.5 or higher. However, a student with a 		
	 lower GPA will be considered if his/her letter of 
	 recommendation from the Audiology faculty member
	 indicates that the academic record will enable the student 		
	 to obtain entrance to a doctoral program in audiology.

Each candidate must submit an essay with his/her application 
describing his/her motivation and desire to become an audiologist.

The Marilyn M. and Russell S. Fox 
Endowed Scholarship
The late Marilyn M. and Russell S. Fox’s devotion to one another 
spanned many decades, and their shared passion to care for 
the sick will now last forever through this scholarship. The 
couple shared many beliefs, the most notable of which were 
industriousness, austerity, fondness for animals (especially 
their little Chihuahua, Toto), and admiration for nurses. Both 
worked in the dietary department at City Hospital for over 30 
years, and Marilyn held a second job at the former Washburn 
House retirement home for women for over 20 years. They lived 
frugally in Cherry Valley, Mass. When they passed away, Marilyn 
and Russell, who had no children, left a legacy that will help 
generations of Worcester State University Nursing students realize 
their dreams of becoming registered nurses. 

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Marilyn 
M. and Russell S. Fox Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to 
a full-time undergraduate student who is enrolled in the Bachelor 
of Science Nursing program and demonstrates financial need. 
Applicants must submit a short essay about why they want to be a 
nurse and how this award will help them reach this goal.
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The Gregg ’86 and Pamela (Swartz) 
’87 Rosen Endowed Scholarship

Worcester State Foundation Board President Gregg Rosen ’86 
and his wife, Pamela (Swartz) ’87 Rosen, share a deep allegiance 
to their alma mater. Worcester State University not only helped 
provide a foundation for full and successful lives – it is also the 
place where the couple met.  

Gregg, who grew up fewer than five miles from the campus, says 
that his WSU education played a significant role in preparing him 
for a successful business career. “It helped me build confidence 
and expand upon my strengths,” he says. “During my junior and 
senior years, my business classes began to extend into the real 
world through experimentation and presentation. Through these 
classes, I saw my skills develop and began to recognize the road 
I needed to follow to enter the competitive world of corporate 
business.”

Today, Gregg is president of NES Group, a company that 
specializes in all aspects of bank design and construction. His 
company conducts most of its business in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire, and Connecticut.

Pam also believes that her college years helped to prepare her 
for her life today as the stay-at-home mother of three wonderful 
children. “My children and my husband are the career I have 
chosen to take and I have never looked back at my decision to be 
at home,” she says. “My education had an important impact on my 
values and choices.”

Despite the success they enjoy today, Gregg and Pam Rosen 
remember the financial challenges of paying for college. “Growing 
up in a family of four children and having an older brother in his 
second year of college, I understood the financial burden that was 
already placed upon my parents,” Gregg recalls. “If it weren’t for 
scholarships and other financial aid outlets, I might not have been 
able to attend college myself.” 

“With our scholarship, we hope to help a well-deserving student 
each year by removing some of the financial stress of college 
tuition so that he or she can focus more directly on their studies,” 
explains Pam.

With the establishment of the Gregg ‘86 and Pamela (Swartz) 
’87 Rosen Endowed Scholarship, the Rosens hope to give back 
and say “thank you” to the institution and the many people who 
helped them along the way. They add, “We hope that the values 

we learned will be instilled in future graduates so that they may 
become contributing alumni of Worcester State University in 
years to come.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)
The Gregg Rosen ’86 and Pamela (Swartz) ’87 Rosen 
Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to students majoring 
in Business or Early Childhood Education with a grade point 
average of 3.0 or better.

The Helen M. Smith Scholarship 

Helen M. Smith was the first Library Director of Worcester State. 
Af﻿ter joining the staff in 1949, Ms. Smith became a dedicated 
employee who enjoyed sharing her knowledge with students. 
Her special interest was children’s literature, and she devoted 
considerable time and effort towards helping the college develop a 
first-rate children’s library. A plaque in her honor hangs on a wall 
in the children’s library, where it was placed upon her retirement 
in 1982.

Ms. Smith was born in 1917 in Athol, Mass., where she graduated 
from the public high school before earning a bachelor of arts 
degree from University of Massachusetts Amherst, and a 
bachelor’s degree in library science from Simmons College. She 
worked for a short time in several public libraries before coming 
to Worcester State.

Ms. Smith’s lifelong pursuit of knowledge led her to become an avid 
traveler. She toured Europe, Africa, South America, and Easter Island.

Af﻿ter her retirement, Ms. Smith went to live with relatives 
in eastern Connecticut. She demonstrated her enduring 
commitment to the students of Worcester State University by 
establishing this scholarship fund in her will.

($100 per year) Students from the City of Worcester are given 
first preference for the Helen M. Smith Scholarship. The 
applicant should show evidence of scholarly achievement and 
personal integrity. The student applying for this award must have 
a GPA of 3.0 or higher and demonstrate financial need.
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Dr. Sarah E. Sharbach
Memorial Scholarship

The late Dr. Sarah E. Sharbach began teaching history at 
Worcester State University in the fall of 1999. She enlivened her 
department with courses in Latin and Native American Studies 
as well as traditional courses in U.S. history. Reaching out to 
students, she taught them to understand the oppression that our 
native cultures have faced. She revealed the perspective of the 
oppressed and helped students to move beyond simplistic notions 
of Native and Latin Americans, women, and the indigenous 
people of Central and South America and the Caribbean. Her 
students respected her for the gentle way she challenged them 
to have a deeper understanding of issues of social justice. She 
stressed the importance of nuance, subtlety and complexity by 
bringing to light marginalized discourses and helping students to 
understand fully the contests over who gets to interpret history.  

Dr. Sharbach earned a Ph.D. from the University of Washington 
in Seattle.  As a scholar, her book Stereotypes of Latin America, 
Press Images, and U.S. Foreign Policy, 1920-1933 (Modern 
American History New Studies and Outstanding Dissertations) was 
important in highlighting the ways in which negative images of 
Latin Americans are perpetuated by the media. She visited the 
Hyde Park home and archives of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
collected material for a work on the Roosevelt administration’s 
relations with Cuba.  

Dr. Sharbach’s service to the community was exemplary.  During 
her time at Worcester State, she initiated a number of events 
on human rights abuses and violence.  Additionally she was a 
member of the Center for Human Rights Steering Committee, 
a founding member of the Diversity Advisory Committee, and 
Curriculum Coordinator for the Women’s Studies Program. 

Dr. Sharbach’s advocacy was always in evidence through her 
teaching, scholarship and travels, and in conversation with 
colleagues, students and friends.  She challenged those around her 
to rethink doctrinaire points of view and she did this cheerfully 
and with a sense of mischief.  She lived out her values and beliefs 
in her thoughtfulness about everyday life.   

Dr. Sharbach’s commitment to WSU even continued after she 
learned that she had breast cancer in the fall of 2001.  Her passion 
for teaching persisted during her treatments as did her 

dedication to her friends and family.  She passed away in January 
2004, but is remembered by all who had the good fortune to 
know her. 

As Sarah Sharbach touched the lives of many of us throughout 
the University community through her teaching, scholarship, 
advocacy and friendship, this scholarship is designed to continue 
her legacy of passion for social justice.  

(Amount Equivalent to Full Annual Tuition)  The Sarah E. 
Sharbach Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a student 
who has financial need and a demonstrated passion for social 
justice. Preference will be given to women of color. 

The Helen G. Shaughnessy 
Endowed Scholarship

The late Helen G. Shaughnessy graduated from Worcester State 
Teachers College in 1943 and dedicated her life to the field of 
education. Helen first taught in the Leicester Public Schools 
and the Auburn Public Schools where she graced the school 
halls for thirteen years as a teacher and Elementary Supervisor. 
Helen’s career at Worcester State University spanned twenty-
nine years and she served the college in many capacities – as an 
associate professor, Director of Professional Services, Chair of 
the Education Department, Associate Dean of Academic Af﻿fairs, 
Director of Personnel and Labor Relations, Acting Executive 
Vice President and as co-chair of the Scholarship Tea Committee. 
Helen was active in the affairs of the University, serving on the 
Worcester State Foundation Board of Directors and numerous 
other volunteer committees. The name Helen Shaughnessy is 
synonymous with Worcester State University!

Helen received professional honors by being named to Who’s 
Who in American Education in 1967, awarded a WSU Honorary 
Doctor of Education in 1986 and became a WSU Professor 
Emerita in 1986. She was a member of many honor societies and 
professional and community organizations.

Devoted and delightful to all she has met, Helen is revered by 
the thousands of people she touched in her career in education. 
Children living in the towns she taught in and the students at 
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The Lt. Col. James F. Sheehan ’55, 
USMC Ret. Endowed Scholarship

An entry in the Class of 1955’s yearbook describes James F. 
Sheehan as “brilliant … courteous … the gentleman scholar.” 
Fifty years and several successful careers later, another word may 
be added to his resume: philanthropist. 

In November 2005, Mr. Sheehan made a donation just shy of 
$500,000 to Worcester State University, the largest cash gift in its 
history.  In announcing his gift, Mr. Sheehan humbly and simply 
shared, “It’s about time I give something back.”

Mr. Sheehan grew up an only child in Framingham, 
Massachusetts.  At a young age, he learned the value of hard 
work, working in grocery stores and pushing wheelbarrows to 
earn spending money. As a student at Worcester State Teachers 
College, Mr. Sheehan studied secondary education with a 
concentration in history, but his true ambition was to become a 
professional soldier. 

Worcester State University were fortunate to have her as a mentor. 
An event at WSU does not pass without an alum crediting Helen 
Shaughnessy for making their time at the University more special.

Helen steadfastly supported alumni activities and was often 
seen on the campus volunteering her time and was awarded 
the Outstanding Alumni Award in 1990 for her remarkable 
commitment of time and talent. This award is the highest 
accolade given to an alum, which honors distinguished service to 
Worcester State University.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  The 
Helen G. Shaughnessy Endowed Scholarship will be awarded 
to a student who is entering his or her senior year in the 
Elementary Education program. The applicant must have a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher in their major and should 
provide evidence of financial need. The student applying for this 
scholarship should include an essay with the application. This 
essay should indicate the student’s commitment to the teaching 
profession and experience in volunteering as a student.

Upon graduation, Mr. Sheehan embarked on a 22-year career 
with the United States Marine Corps, retiring in 1977 as a 
Lieutenant Colonel.  During his years with the Marine Corps, 
Mr. Sheehan served in Viet Nam, where, as an infantry officer, 
he commanded “everything from a platoon to a battalion.”  In 
addition to the high rank Mr. Sheehan achieved in the military, he 
also enjoyed many other accomplishments: he earned an M.B.A. 
from American University; wrote a textbook; served as an adjunct 
professor; headed up a joint services computer science school; 
and served as deputy chief of JINTACS (Joint Interoperability of 
Tactical Command and Control Systems), which conceptualized 
defense systems for the 1990s, including the system widely known 
as “Star Wars.”

Along the way, he met and married Dorothy Olds, a Marine 
Corps captain.  Dorothy was a talented mathematician who 
taught at several universities and military bases throughout 
Europe.  Mr. Sheehan fondly recalls that “she took me through 
calculus at the kitchen table.” 

After retiring from the Marine Corps, Mr. Sheehan used his 
math and business skills to embark on a successful career as 
a venture capitalist. He and his wife settled in Florida, where 
they established 14 scholarships through a number of charitable 
organizations.  Sadly, Mrs. Sheehan passed in 2000, thus ending 
their 40-year marriage.

Fifty years after Mr. Sheehan used his WSTC degree to begin 
a career that would bring him astonishing success, he was 
determined to help current and future students at his alma mater. 
“I got a free ride at Worcester State, thanks to the Olive Higgins 
Prouty Scholarship,” he recalls. “It’s important to me to give other 
students the same opportunities that I had.”

Vice President of Institutional Advancement Thomas M. 
McNamara remarked, “We can’t thank Mr. Sheehan enough 
for remembering his alma mater and for giving back so 
generously. This incredible gift will have a lasting impact on 
our most promising students and expand their opportunities 
to achieve success.” 

(Two $2,500 awards) The Lt. Col. James F. Sheehan ’55, USMC 
Ret. Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to sophomore, junior 
or senior students who are matriculated and attending Worcester 
State University full time. The students must  have GPAs of 3.5 or 
higher and demonstrate financial need. Preference will be given 
to students who are participating in the NROTC program at 
Worcester State University.�
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The Sharen Cutting Shipley 
Scholarship

Sharen Cutting was the first born of five children to Kenneth A. 
and Patricia A. (O’Hearn) Cutting. Her parents set the bar high for 
their children, with a father whose career spanned over 50 years of 
service as an agent for New York Life Insurance Company, and a 
mother who was named to Who’s Who USFSA - ISI (United States 
Figure Skating Association - International Skating Institute). 

Sharen grew up in Paxton, MA, and graduated from Wachusett 
Regional High School in 1970.  In order to finance the cost of her 
college education at Worcester State University, she worked as a 
department supervisor at Jordan Marsh Company, secretary at 
Custom Fence Company, and housekeeper at Holiday Inn. She 
achieved a Bachelor of Arts degree, cum laude, with a double 
major in Psychology and Communications Disorders in 1974. 
Immediately upon graduation, she entered Assumption College, 
graduating in 1975 with a Master of Arts degree in Psychology and 
Counseling.

Sharen joined Beecham Products Company in 1977 and during 
her 13 years there, rose through the ranks of sales trainee, 
district manager, key accounts manager, and national accounts 
manager. She was awarded the Circle of Champions award for 
six consecutive years and won a national sales contest in 1988, 
resulting in a trip to the Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, Korea.

In 1990, Sharen joined Helene Curtis as a National Accounts 
Manager. In order to achieve breadth and depth of experience, 
she relocated to the Chicago home office as Customer Specific 
Promotion Manager and later as Business Planning Category 
Manager responsible for the Skin Care category. In October of 
1995, she resumed her sales career as Director of Special Markets, 
including the Military Channel, and ultimately to Director 
Global Military and Emerging Channels in 2000 following the 
acquisition of Helene Curtis by Unilever. She was instrumental 
in developing programs to enhance the quality of life for military 
families through promotions that funded scholarships for military 
children through the Fisher House Foundation and collaborated 
with Unilever’s laundry team to build or refurbish 20 ball fields on 
military installations.

Upon her retirement in 2008, former Congressman John McHugh, 
who was the top Republican member of the House of Representatives 
Armed Services Committee and Secretary of the Army, presented 

Sharen with a flag flown over the United States Capitol to honor her 
contributions to military families.

At that time, Sharen resolved to help future WSU students finance 
the cost of their college education. She fulfilled that dream in 
May 2009 when she presented a $25,000 gift for an endowed 
scholarship to President Ashley at her 35th reunion class dinner.

“My education at Worcester State University, which provided 
an ideal foundation for my business career, is something I value 
above all the other achievements in my life, and having financed 
it myself is what I am most proud of,” Sharen says. “My hope is 
that this scholarship will enable other students to achieve their 
educational ambitions.”

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Sharen 
Cutting Shipley Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time 
undergraduate student, working part-time, who demonstrates a 
need for financial assistance.   

Worcester Rotary Club Scholarship

Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional 
leaders that provides humanitarian service, encourages high ethical 
standards in all vocations, and helps build goodwill and peace in 
the world. The Worcester Rotary Club represents a cross-section of 
the community’s business and professional men and women. 

The main objective of Rotary is service — in the community, 
in the workplace, and throughout the world. Rotarians develop 
community service projects that address many of today’s most 
critical issues, such as children at risk, poverty and hunger, the 
environment, illiteracy, and violence. They also support programs 
for youth, educational opportunities and international exchanges 
for students, teachers, and other professionals, and vocational and 
career development. The Rotary motto is Service Above Self.

(Two Awards Equal to Full Annual Tuition) Worcester Rotary 
Club Scholarships will be awarded to full time, “non-traditional” 
students with financial need. A non-traditional student is 
typically 25 years of age or older, is or has been married, is a 
parent, is a veteran, and/or has worked full time to earn a living 
or support a household.  Other “non-traditional” attributes will 
be considered. Candidates should provide a short essay attesting 
to the need for this scholarship and submit it with the scholarship 
application.
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The Mary Catherine Smalley 
Memorial Scholarship

Mary Smalley fulfilled her lifelong dream of becoming a 
registered nurse in 1996, just one year before she lost a long 
battle with cancer. Scheduling treatments around her classes and 
clinical requirements, Mary’s unfailing optimism and undaunted 
spirit were an inspiration to all who knew her.

Born June 3, 1960, in Worcester, Mass., Mary was one of nine 
children born to Catherine (Fortune) and Harold Smalley, Jr. 
Almost immediately diagnosed with Hirschsprung’s Disease, she 
had her first surgery when she was only seven days old. Multiple 
surgeries followed from childhood into adulthood to control the 
disease. Despite her illness, Mary found great joy in living. She loved 
spending time with her nieces and nephews and found personal 
happiness with her friend and partner Jeffrey Toney. 

Mary worked at UMass Medical Center, where she became a role 
model for many of her co-workers. A friend wrote of her, “Mary 
challenged us as nurses to be more compassionate, more empathetic, 
and to be strong patient advocates.”

When she graduated from Worcester State University, she received 
the Faculty Recognition Award. The presentation of the award 
included these words from the faculty:

“Mary embodies the spirit of a true nursing professional, providing 
care and nurturance to others even in the face of personal adversity. 
Mary’s courage, perseverance, and dedication to her chosen 
profession during a time of personal challenge have provided all of 
us with a renewed enthusiasm and energy for dealing with our own 
personal challenges. She overcame many obstacles to achieve this 
goal and in so doing, has gained the respect, love, and admiration of 
her classmates and faculty.”

($500 Award) The Mary C. Smalley Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was established to assist disabled nursing students who embody the 
values that Mary embraced to achieve her goal of becoming a nurse. 
It is hoped that by providing this assistance a worthy student will go 
on to make contributions that will improve the delivery of healthcare. 
Further, that the recipient’s personal hardships will be a source of 
strength and inspiration for themselves, their colleagues, and those 
they nurse. Applicants must be enrolled in the Nursing Program at 
Worcester State University and have at least a 3.0 GPA. Preference 
will be given to candidates who are disabled.

The Olivia Rochelle Spencer  
Memorial Scholarship

Edna and Cornelius Spencer have established a scholarship in 
loving memory of their daughter, Olivia, who passed away in 
August of 2006 after a long illness. Edna, the Director of Diversity 
at Worcester State University, and her husband wanted to 
establish a scholarship to honor and celebrate Olivia’s memory.

Olivia died at a young age and left a legacy of joy, love and 
sharing with her family and friends. Olivia was a graduate of 
Doherty High School in Worcester and attended Quinsigamond 
Community College before beginning her career as an 
administrator in a number of Worcester area insurance agencies. 

Together with their friends, family and colleagues The Spencers 
have created this scholarship to support and enrich the lives of 
Worcester State students.

($500 Award) The Olivia Rochelle Spencer Memorial 
Scholarship is open to all students enrolled in a degree program 
(including incoming freshmen) who have a commitment to 
community involvement and who have a GPA of 2.7 or higher. 
Information about the student’s community involvement must 
be referenced in their essay. The student must be able to provide 
evidence of financial need either through the financial aid process 
or evidenced in their essay. First preference will be given to 
citizens of the United States who are of African descent. Second 
preference will be given to students who are majoring in Education 
or minoring in Art.  The award is not automatically renewable but 
can be awarded more than once to the same student. Students must 
reapply each year.

“Our hope is that in some small way, this 
scholarship will help those doors open a little 

more easily for Worcester State students today 
and in the future.” — Howard McGinn ’83
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Robert M. Spector
Endowed Scholarship

Robert M. Spector, J.D., Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of History and 
Constitutional Law at Worcester State University for 45 years, took 
his greatest joy in teaching. He always remarked that in his 82 years 
of life, he was only out of the classroom for six, including his first 
four years of life and two spent serving his country in the Korean 
Conflict. His passion for imparting wisdom and inspiring young 
minds was only surpassed by the fulfillment he received back 
from his students. His teaching style included humor, personal 
anecdotes, and enlightening perspectives which, combined with 
his personal warmth, made him a most popular lecturer. 

Dr. Spector was educated in the Boston school system and 
subsequently earned five degrees, including both a Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Arts degree in literature and history at Boston 
University. This was followed by a second Master of Arts degree 
in education. Academics were then interrupted for two years by 
distinguished service to his country in Korea, where he received 
a commendation ribbon with medal pendant for meritorious 
service. The above was followed by a degree in law from Boston 
College in 1959 and a Ph.D. in history that he received in 1961 
from Boston University.

Dr. Spector’s career began as a teacher in the Boston school system, 
including the prestigious Boston Latin School. This was followed 
by 45 years serving as Professor of History and Constitutional 
Law at WSU. As an attorney, Dr. Spector had been a member of 
the Massachusetts Bar since 1960 and was admitted to the United 
States Supreme Court in 1969. He served his community and 
country in his role as legal expert, often without compensation, in 
addition to heading a successful private practice law firm.

As a great humanitarian, Dr. Spector was a member of the Anti-
Defamation League, the Holocaust Museum in Washington, 
D.C., Simon Wiesenthal Center, Southern Poverty Law Center 
in Montgomery, Alabama, and was a regular contributor to the 
United Negro College Fund. 

As a lover of the arts and the humanities, Dr. Spector has authored 
and, in part, published approximately 27 books and plays, 
including both fiction and non-fiction. His most prestigious work 
was being a two-volume treatise titled World Without Civilization: 

Mass Murder and the Holocaust, History and Analysis. As the 
definitive work on world genocide, university and public libraries 
and countless individuals hold this book worldwide. Dr. Spector 
has published innumerable scholarly articles in prestigious 
journals and encyclopedias, many of which have garnered awards 
and are citation classics.

Dr. Spector leaves as his legacy thousands of students who he 
guided, inspired, and enabled to prosper, for themselves, their 
families, and their communities. He was proud of Worcester State 
University, which grew from a small teachers college to a major 
multidisciplinary university in Massachusetts over this 45-year 
career. It is with equal pride that Dr. Spector saw his own son, 
Richard, graduate with a bachelor’s degree and master’s degree 
from Worcester State. Professor Spector’s greatest desire, along 
with this wife, Charlotte, is to provide this scholarship to help 
others who hope to find their wisdom and humanity within the 
gates of Worcester State University.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Robert 
M. Spector Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a full-
time history major in his or her junior or senior year with a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher, with preference given to a student who 
has plans to pursue graduate studies in law or history education. 
Applicants must provide a short essay attesting to their need 
for this grant and their interest in becoming a lawyer or history 
teacher/professor.

The Elder Advocates Scholarship 
The Elder Advocates Program, which began in 1985, grew out of 
elder students' participation on campus and their desire to come 
together, share experiences, and find a way to contribute to the 
life of the campus. Worcester State University not only observed 
the Commonwealth law that elders receive tuition-free education, 
but by a vote of the Board of Trustees, eliminated fees for elders 
as well. Elders enjoyed their intergenerational learning experience 
and came to appreciate the struggles of the younger students. In 
looking for ways to give back to the college, the Elder Advocates 
decided to create a scholarship fund. Initially, the scholarship was 
instituted in memory of Anne C. Collins, an elder who returned 
to college in her seventies and was just a few months away from 
graduation when she passed away. Over the years, elder students 
have developed a number of fund raising strategies to continue 
this scholarship.

($300 Award) The Elder Advocates Scholarship will be awarded 
to a worthy junior or senior who demonstrates outstanding 
performance within his/her chosen discipline and who has 
demonstrated an interest in intergenerational approaches to 
meeting the challenges of our aging society.
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The Mary D. Tateosian
Scholarship

Mary D. Tateosian, Class of 1955, was a dedicated lifelong teacher 
who taught in the Worcester Public School system. During her 
career, she touched and truly made a positive impact on many of 
her students.

Mary grew up in a close-knit Armenian community. Her parents 
settled in Worcester from Armenia during a very difficult time 
and when opportunities were limited. She was able to overcome 
these challenges and was the only one out of five siblings to 
graduate from college, earning a teaching degree.

Throughout Mary’s life, she set her goals and was resourceful in 
achieving them. She recognized the importance of continuing 
her education and while working full-time and raising a family, 
she completed her master’s degree at Worcester State, with thirty 
credits beyond what was required. This proved to be invaluable 
later on in life when she became a single parent and sole provider 
of her children.

Mary was an avid reader and enjoyed the arts—music, plays, 
opera, and museums. She was a firm believer in education as a 
means to open new doors and career opportunities. Mary aptly 
quoted Robert Green Ingersoll in the Class of 1955’s yearbook, 
“Kindness is the sunshine in which virtue grows.” Mary also 
noted, “her silent, willing assistance not unnoticed.”

Mary’s grateful children, David, Jean and Joan, established this 
scholarship to honor the values, hopes, and dreams of their 
beloved mother. 

(Amount Equal to On Full Annual Tuition Award) The Mary D. 
Tateosian Scholarship will be awarded to a student who meets 
the following criteria: • A matriculated student who is enrolled in 
a degree program; • A student in his/her sophomore, junior, or 
senior year of study with a GPA of 2.5 or higher; • A student who 
exemplifies industriousness inside and outside the classroom. 
Applicants should provide a short essay attesting to their need for 
this grant, how they meet the criteria, and their education/career 
goals, and submit it with the scholarship application.

The Vanessa Anne Dunn
Memorial Scholarship

On Christmas Eve 2009, Vanessa Anne Dunn’s life was tragically 
cut short in a car accident. In the spirit of the words of a young 
actor, James Dean, whose life was similarly lost at a young age, 
Vanessa believed, “Dream like you will live forever, but live like 
you will die today.” In her all-too-brief 23 years, Vanessa loved life 
and lived it to the fullest.

Vanessa grew up in Millbury, Massachusetts and was an avid 
dancer with the Nora Borelli Dance Studio. Her dazzling smile, 
graceful beauty, and generous and loving personality won her a 
host of friends. 

Vanessa graduated in 2006 from Quinsigamond Community 
College with an associate’s degree in Criminal Justice. In 
pursuing her degree, Vanessa was inspired by the career of her 
Dad, Lieutenant Colonel Jack Dunn, a 36-year veteran of the 
Massachusetts State Police. She continued her studies at Worcester 
State University, and was just four courses shy of reaching her 
goal of graduating with a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice in 
May 2010.

They say that a comet burns brightest before it dies. Vanessa 
burned bright in life and continues to burn at her brightest in 
Heaven. Vanessa was with God when her family learned that she 
had earned an “A” in math her last semester. Vanessa had NEVER 
received an “A” in math!  

To honor Vanessa’s memory and her giving heart, her loving 
parents, Jack and Debbie Dunn, her brother and best friend, John 
Ryan Dunn, her extended family, and her friends have established 
this scholarship.

(One $1,500 Award) The Vanessa Anne Dunn Scholarship will 
be awarded to a full-time, matriculated Worcester State University 
junior or senior majoring in Criminal Justice. The student must 
possess a grade point average of 3.0 or higher. Though not 
exclusive, preference will be given to a student who demonstrates 
financial need. Applicants for this scholarship should submit a 
one-page essay citing their goals and need.



~ 55 ~

Scholarships Change Lives

He was married to Rose M. (O’Donnell) for forty-three years and had 
two daughters. At the dedication of the Eugene A. Sullivan Academic 
Center, Dr. Sullivan said, “I have faith in the future of Worcester State. 
All the graduates of Worcester State University are my jewels.”

Dr. Sullivan’s commitment to the college lives on through this 
memorial fund established by his family following his death in 1981.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award)  Awarded to 
a new or current student whose major is Education. Preference 
given to, but not limited to, the son or daughter of a Worcester State 
University graduate.

The Dr. Eugene A. Sullivan 
Scholarship  

During his nearly twenty-four years as the fifth president of 
Worcester State, from 1947 to 1970, the late Dr. Eugene A. 
Sullivan led this institution through the transition from a small 
teachers college to a large, multi-purpose state college. Admired 
both for his brilliant mind and for his ability to get things done, 
Dr. Sullivan was known as a “doer” who followed through on any 
project in which he became involved.

Former Framingham State University President Dr. D. Justin 
McCarthy said of him in 1980, when the Eugene A. Sullivan 
Academic Center was dedicated, “He had an impact on all people 
who came in contact with him, and that influence will last longer 
than any building.”

Dr. Sullivan was the youngest of the state college presidents when 
he became president at age 41. Prior to that he had served as 
professor of biology and mathematics at Fordham University, as 
professor of physics and chemistry at Fitchburg State University, 
and as assistant principal at North Brookfield High School. Born 
and raised in Worcester, he received his bachelor of arts degree 
from Holy Cross College and a master of arts degree and a master 
of science degree from Boston College. He was awarded honorary 
doctoral degrees by Calvin Coolidge College and by the Trustees 
of the Massachusetts State College System. He became the first 
president emeritus of Worcester State University.

During World War II, Dr. Sullivan was commissioned a first 
lieutenant in the Army Air Corps. He was an award-winning 
marksman and an inventor. The Army used two of his inventions 
during the war. He was discharged in 1945 with the rank of 
major. Later, he taught Army/Air Force code-breaking courses in 
Worcester and retired from the service as a colonel in 1963. He 
received two commendations from the Army, one for superior 
scholastic ability and the other for his work as an instructor in 
applied tactics. 

Dr. Sullivan served as president, director, board member or 
trustee of many professional and civic organizations, including 
the National Conference of Christians and Jews Association, 
the Massachusetts Council for Teacher Education, the Eastern 
States Association of Professional Schools for Teacher Education, 
the State College Presidents’ Association, the Worcester Area 
Community Chest (forerunner of the United Way), the Worcester 
Youth Guidance Clinic, and the Worcester Free Public Library. 
He was a cooperator of Bay State Savings Bank. 

The SGA Student Leader 
Scholarship

In 2010, Charter Communications made a generous donation to 
Worcester State University to benefit student activities. As a result, 
the Student Center’s Living Room, located on the second floor, and 
was renamed in the company’s honor as the Charter Business TV 
Lounge. 

The Student Senate was invited to decide how this gift could be best 
utilized.  After many months of deliberation, the Senate decided it 
best to support future student leaders of Worcester State University 
in the form of an annual scholarship. The decision to support a 
dedicated student was extremely gratifying to both Charter’s and 
the Senate’s leadership as it helped continue their commitment to 
WSU students.

The 2010 Student Senate brought this idea to the WSU Executive 
Leadership Council, and representatives of many student 
organizations embraced and supported it. The Student Senate 
knows the tremendous amount of dedication that student leaders 
show and the sacrifices that they make to improve the Worcester 
State University Community and thought of no better way to honor 
their commitment than to establish a scholarship that recognizes 
one student leader each year with a full-tuition award. 

The 2010 Student Senate thanks all past, current, and future student 
leaders and encourages all leaders to apply for this scholarship.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The SGA 
Student Leader Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time 
undergraduate student leader who has been actively involved in 
a student group recognized by the SGA for a minimum of two 
academic semesters, with a minimum GPA of 2.5. The applicant 
should provide an essay detailing their level of involvement, 
including, but not limited to, their accomplishments, their length 
of service, and their future intent of involvement at Worcester 
State University as well as how being involved has influenced them 
personally and made them a stronger member of the University 
community.
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The Alumni Association of the
Worcester City Hospital
School of Nursing
Annie Vigeant Scholarship

Worcester City Hospital School of Nursing, established 
in 1883, was one of the earliest nursing programs in the 
United States.  This diploma program was dedicated to the 
preparation of registered nurses who could meet the needs of 
the sick and indigent locally, nationally, and throughout the 
world.  Almost 3500 men and women graduated from “City” 
and many today continue to provide skilled nursing care in a 
wide variety of settings.

Annie Vigeant was born in Pawtucket, Rhode Island in 1884 and 
graduated from Worcester City Hospital School of Nursing in 
1914.  She devoted her entire life to the profession of nursing, 
often working in the Boston area.  Upon retirement she returned 
to Pawtucket.  When she died, she left a generous legacy to her 
Alumni Association in order to provide her school’s students and 
graduates with scholarships that would enable them to further 
their education in the field of nursing.

Although the school closed its doors in 1992, its Alumni 
Association remains active.  Using funding provided by Annie 
Vigeant, scholarships are awarded annually to the school’s 
graduates who are pursuing advanced education.  The Board of 
Directors of the Alumni has decided to share Annie’s generosity 
with nursing students at Worcester State University.  For 109 
years, Worcester City Hospital School of Nursing maintained its 
noble tradition of educating nurses who distinguished themselves 
all over the world as competent practitioners.  The Alumni 
Association is proud to be able to assist in continuing the mission 
of its school and Annie Vigeant through the Worcester State 
University Nursing Department.

1883

(Two $1,000 Awards Per Year) The Alumni Association of the 
Worcester City Hospital School of Nursing Annie Vigeant 
Scholarship will be awarded according to the following priorities:

A full or part-time nursing student who is:

(a)	 A graduate of Worcester City Hospital School of 
Nursing;

(b)	 A son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, niece 
or nephew of a graduate of Worcester City Hospital 
School of Nursing;

(c)	 A resident of Worcester or Worcester County;

(d)	 Any student holding good academic standing in the 
Nursing Program.

Candidates should provide a short essay indicating their 
qualifications for this scholarship and submit it with 
the scholarship application. This scholarship will not be 
automatically renewed and applicants are encouraged to reapply 
each academic year. *Two $1,000 awards will be granted but 
it should be noted that it is possible that this scholarship be 
awarded to one student in the amount of $2,000 if only one 
student meets the above criteria. 

The Dr. Leonard F. Farrey 
Memorial Scholarship

Worcester State University was truly fortunate to have Leonard 
F. Farrey ’54, M.Ed.’58, Ed.D., as part of its community for more 
than forty years as a student, administrator, and professor. Len 
touched thousands of lives through his caring and committed 
teaching, his creation of innovative new educational programs, 
and his gregarious personality. He made lasting and profound 
contributions to Worcester State as a professor of Education 
and Business Administration, director of counseling services, 
coordinator of the Graduate Program in Counselor Training, 
and as a pioneering educator. Len was known as a passionate 
professor who loved to teach and work with students of all ages 
and backgrounds. He worked tirelessly to help his students 
realize their full potential in the classroom, in their professions, 
and in their lives. If a student ever needed help, needed someone 
to talk to, needed someone to take the time to help them 
overcome challenges, they went to see Professor Farrey.
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After graduating from Worcester State Teachers College in 1954, 
Len served two years in the U.S. Marine Corps. He attained the 
rank of first lieutenant and completed his commitment in 1956. 
Len was then hired by  the Oxford Public Schools and worked at 
Oxford High School, where he taught history for four years and 
was guidance counselor for three years and assistant principal 
for two. He received his master’s degree from Worcester State 
in 1958 and joined the faculty in 1965 as an assistant professor 
of Secondary Education. Len continued his studies at the 
University of Connecticut and earned a certificate of advanced 
graduate study in 1969 and was promoted to associate professor. 
Appointed as an administrator in 1970, he developed and ran 
WSU’s first Counseling Center. At the same time, he established 
and coordinated the master’s degree program in Counseling 
at Worcester State and managed it for over ten years. In 1975, 
Len returned to teaching in order to further his education. 
In 1979, he received a doctorate degree in Leadership and 
Administration from the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
and was promoted to full professor. In 1980, he transferred 
to the Business Administration department as a professor of 
management and taught in that area until his retirement in 2002 
as professor emeritus.

Len married his college sweetheart, Margaret McMaster, in 1956, 
and the two went on to have five children—two of whom have 
degrees from Worcester State—and six grandchildren. Margaret is 
also a member of the Class of 1954, earned her master’s degree in 
Education from Worcester State in 1978, and has been an active 
alumna for many years—most recently serving on the Alumni 
Association’s Advisory Board. 

Margaret and their children and grandchildren have chosen to 
celebrate Len’s life and honor his commitment to his students by 
creating a scholarship in his name. Contributions to the scholarship 
fund have been made by dozens of family members, friends, former 
colleagues, and students. This is a fitting tribute that will continue 
his life’s work by helping many Worcester State students fulfill their 
dreams of a college education. Through the annual awarding of the 
Dr. Leonard F. Farrey Memorial Scholarship, future generations 
of students will come to know and learn of this distinguished 
and humble gentleman who always put his students first and 
made invaluable contributions to the Worcester State University 
community that will never be forgotten.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual In-State Tuition Award) The 
Dr. Leonard F. Farrey Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to 
a matriculated, nontraditional student with financial need. First 
preference will be given an applicant who is a Business major. 
A non-traditional student is typically 25 years of age or older, is 
or has been married, is a parent, is a veteran, and/or has worked 
full-time to earn a living or support a household. Other “non-
traditional” attributes will be considered. Candidates should 
provide a short essay attesting to the need for this scholarship and 
submit it with the scholarship application.

The Robert L. Walker 		
Memorial Scholarship

While he loved teaching his favorite topics, perhaps the greatest 
impact of the career of the late Robert Walker, Ph.D., chair of the 
Languages and Literature Department at WSU, was as a teacher 
of writing. In tribute to his passion for narrative, his department 
colleagues began the Robert L. Walker Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. 

Robert’s legacy includes a love of narrative in many forms, a deep 
curiosity about the world and its cultures, great kindness, a dry 
wit, and a profound sense of humor. He developed journalism 
courses, was an advisor to the Student Voice, and helped found 
the Central Massachusetts Writing Project. 

“Dr. Walker had a passion for great writing, especially great 
newspaper writing, that still stays with me today,” wrote former 
Student Voice Editor Lawrence Annucci ’86 in his tribute titled 
“Goodbye to the Best Professor I Ever Had.” “It’s why I became 
a journalist, worked on a dictionary for four years, and even 
moonlighted as a disc jockey.”

($250 Annual Award) The Robert L. Walker Memorial 
Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time student who is 
majoring in English with a concentration in writing and who 
demonstrates financial need. 

“DCU’s support of the book fund to 
benefit Worcester State University 

students is an investment in 
tomorrow’s future.” — Tim Garner
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Phillip M. Wasylean II spent 42 years teaching, and he credits his 
preparation at Worcester State Teachers College for providing 
him with a wonderful asset to his many adventures in his teaching 
career. He has great admiration for many outstanding educators 
at Worcester State—among them Helen G. Shaughnessy, Helga 
Peterson, Dr. Elizabeth V. Foster, Vera Dowden Baldwin, John 
Eager, and Dr. Elizabeth Barlow. 

As a boy, Phil worked on his grandfather’s farm making egg boxes, 
earning 25 cents a day. Later, in addition to delivering newspapers, 
mowing lawns, and doing odd jobs, Phil bought war bond stamps 
each week at his school. By the time he entered Worcester State in 
1959, he had managed to save close to $10,000. This was more than 
enough to pay for his college tuition all four years. Phil continued to 
work during his undergraduate years—in Worcester State’s cafeteria 
during the week and at Howard Johnson’s on the weekends. 

Phil graduated in 1963. Later in his career, he earned a Master 
of Arts degree and a master’s degree in teaching from Rhode 
Island College and a Master of Science degree from the University 
of Rhode Island. In addition, he became certified to teach in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Maine. 

Over the years, Phil taught English, Spanish, social studies, 
English as a second language, bilingual education (social studies), 
and drama. He was a yearbook advisor, media specialist, and 
drama director and producer.  Phil led humanities and writing 
workshops at the local, regional, and national levels, including at 
the Massachusetts Association for Bilingual Education’s annual 
convention. He also published scholarly articles in English 
Journal (September 1986) and Resources in Education (April 
1993 and 1998). Phil served for five years on the national Board of 
Professional Standards in Washington, D.C.

Phil is a dedicated traveler and thespian. He has traveled 
extensively, visiting over 54 countries. He remembers fondly 
studying at the University of Madrid and traveling throughout 
Spain for two summers. He spent 35 years with the Hampton 
(New Hampshire) Playhouse as an actor and entertainment 
director. 

The Phillip M. Wasylean II
Endowed Scholarship

Phil’s honors include an award to study philosophy at St. Anselm 
College; the 1992 John F. Kennedy Teaching Award; a 1992 PEW 
National Grant for the Bill of Rights Bicentennial; a 1999 New 
Hampshire Hero Award for saving a teacher’s life at Condado 
Beach in San Juan, Puerto Rico, where he maintains a home; a 
Teacher of the Month Award from Lawrence High School in 2001; 
and the 2009 WSU Distinguished Alumni Award for Outstanding 
Service to Alma Mater. He was also featured on Boston’s Channel 
5 in a segment on teaching in a bilingual situation in an urban 
school setting. 

Phil deeply believes in helping other people, especially young 
people who wish to attend WSU. For 25 years, he organized 
“Magic of Christmas,” a program that generated donations of 
thousands of toys for children in South Providence, R.I., and 
Lawrence, Mass. Phil is one of WSU’s most generous and reliable 
benefactors, donating more than $1 million to benefit students. 
In recognition of his leadership support, the award-winning 
Wasylean Hall was named in his honor in November 2004. 
In addition to this scholarship, he maintains a scholarship at 
Lawrence High School for graduates who want to attend WSU.  
Phil proudly leads by example and encourages all WSU graduates 
to support their alma mater with a passion. 

($2,000 Award) The Phillip M. Wasylean II Endowed 
Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time student who is 
enrolled as a Secondary Education minor, is involved in WSU’s 
student activities, and demonstrates financial need. Preference 
will be given to a student with a minor in Secondary Education 
who is involved in the performing arts on campus. Applicants 
must provide a short essay attesting to their interest in becoming 
a secondary education teacher, how their extracurricular activities 
have shaped their Worcester State experience, and their need for 
this grant.

“Student leaders make tremendous 
contributions to campus life in a variety 

of ways. We felt that these unsung heroes 
deserve special recognition.”

 — Monica Labbe ’03, Class President
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The Class of 1969
Endowed Scholarship

Shortly before the 35th reunion, former classmates from the Class 
of 1969 rekindled their friendships.  They were amazed at how 
quickly everyone picked up right where they had left off thirty-five 
years earlier. This group, inspired by the physical growth of the 
college and realizing that they owed Worcester State College (now 
University) for their own personal accomplishments, decided it 
was time to give back by creating an endowed scholarship. 

All 1969 classmates were informed of this goal and challenged to 
make donations and participate in the initial fundraising events.  
These first efforts resulted in slightly over $6,000 toward this 
endowed scholarship. This was just the beginning...the committee 
persevered and also decided to focus on the fun in fundraising. 
Two shows were organized for Worcester State alumni, friends, 
faculty and staff at the Hanover Theatre for the Performing Arts.  
More than 250 people attended a special performance of the Rat 
Pack Is Back! in March 2009 and 100 alumni and friends enjoyed 
the Cirque Dreams Illuminations show in February 2010.  Both 
events featured an exclusive pre-show cocktail reception.

At the time of the class reunion dinner in 2009, the goal was 
nearly met.  Motivated by the importance and the desire to help 
future educators, it was decided to continue the quest.  Finally, 
in June of 2010, the Class of 1969 became the youngest class to 
endow a scholarship!

 Congratulations and sincere gratitude to all the members and 
friends of the Class of 1969 who helped realize this goal.  To the 
future educators who are recipients: Perseverance is the key that 
created this scholarship and will also be the key to help enable 
you to attain your personal dream of attending college. Never 
give up!

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual In-State Tuition) The Class 
of 1969 Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a junior or 
senior majoring or minoring in Education with demonstrated 
financial need. The individual should have the goal of teaching 
and include an essay on a teachable moment that led them to the 
desire to enter the teaching field.  Preference will be given to an 
individual who is involved with community service, including 
student activities. 

Marjorie Hurd Rabidou 
Scholarship 
In 1953, Nicholas Gage entered Marjorie Hurd’s classroom and a 
friendship began that would last to this day. Gage would later say 
that she was “The Teacher Who Changed My Life” and “dragged 
me onto the path that would bring all the blessings I’ve received.”

In 1949, Gage and his three sisters had escaped war-ravaged 
Greece after his mother had been brutally tortured and murdered. 
He would later document the story in his bestselling book, 
Eleni, written in 1983. The book was an international sensation. 
USA Today has called it “Remarkable…Brilliant…Unique” and 
the New York Review of Books added: “A devoted and brilliant 
achievement.”

In 1989, Gage would write A Place for Us where he documented 
his new life in America and the relationship with “a formidable, 
solidly built woman with salt and pepper hair, a steely eye and a 
flat Boston accent” who “had no patience for layabouts” but told 
stories of “underdogs, even immigrants” and urged him to write 
about “what happened to your family in Greece.” At last, Gage 
“understood the power of the written word.”

Marjorie Hurd was born in 1918 and graduated as valedictorian 
in 1936 from Leicester High School. She is a 1940 graduate of 
Worcester State College and received her Master’s Degree from the 
College in 1952. She was awarded the Teacher of the Year award 
in 1981 from the City of Worcester and became a Worcester State 
College Outstanding Alumna in 1992.

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) To honor 
the woman who would become both “friend and muse,” Nicholas 
Gage has established The Marjorie Hurd Rabidou Scholarship. 
The scholarship, equal to annual tuition, will be awarded to a 
student with financial need whose first language is not English. 
The scholarship will be subject to review and funding each year.

Perseverance is the key that created this 
scholarship and will also be the key to help 
enable you to attain your personal dream of 

attending college. — Class of 1969
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“People power generates poems. Such art is part of and not 
apart from the people,” Corrine Bostic wrote in her poem, 
“Togetherness.” Corrine, once an active and beloved member of 
the Worcester community, personified this phrase. 

A poet and playwright, Corrine contributed to the culture of 
Worcester through her books, teaching in the region’s public 
schools, appearances on local radio and television, and readings 
in schools, colleges, and cultural centers in the Worcester 
region. Corrine was a native of Providence, Rhode Island, and 
maintained ties to her home state by participating in cultural 
opportunities such as poetry readings. 

Corrine’s published works include the three-act play The Horns of 
Freedom, a one-act comedy Other Places, Other Faces, a book of 
poetry, Requiem for Bluesville, and a memoir of 1894 Worcester 
Normal School graduate and well-known Worcester public school 
teacher Sarah Ella Wilson entitled Go Onward and Upward. 
She also edited an anthology of work by local writers, Messages 
in Black, which contained what are considered two of her best 
poems, “These Riotous Days” and “Ballad for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.”

Corrine co-founded the Worcester County Poetry Association 
in 1971, serving as its vice president from 1972 to 1973 and as a 
member of its board until her death in 1981. She also taught at 
Worcester’s North and South High Schools as part of the Poetry 
Association’s National Endowment for the Arts Master Poets-
Apprentice program, in the Oxford (Mass.) Public Schools, and at 
Quinsigamond Community College. Corrine was an editor of the 
Worcester Review.

Corrine was also active in the civil rights movement, various 
peace and justice groups, the YMCA, Worcester Historical 
Society, Piedmont Opportunity Center, the Federated Eastern 
Indian League, and Cultural Assembly of Greater Worcester. 

Corrine was born on March 28, 1927, in Providence and had 
seven siblings. She served in the Army Medical Corps during the 

The Corinne Bostic		
Memorial Scholarship Korean War. She moved to Worcester in 1953 to attend Worcester 

Junior College. She later graduated from Clark University. She 
and her husband, Walter, raised three children, including Stephen 
Bostic ’77, M.Ed. ’86, a member of WSU’s Board of Trustees and 
former president and member of the Worcester State Foundation 
Board of Directors.  

Although Corrine’s loss left a void in Worcester’s literary and 
social communities, it is hoped that this scholarship, established 
by her son Stephen, will enable Worcester State students to perfect 
their literary and poetic talents and follow in her footsteps.

($1,000 Award) The Corrine Bostic Memorial Scholarship will 
be awarded to a sophomore, junior, or senior majoring in English.

The Jessie E. Turner Class of 1911 
Endowed Scholarship

Jean-Rae Turner established The Jessie E. Turner Class of 1911 
Endowed Scholarship in memory of her mother. 

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The Jessie 
E. Turner Class of 1911 Endowed Scholarship will be awarded 
to a student who is majoring in Elementary Education. An essay 
should accompany the scholarship application, and this essay 
should express the applicant’s interest in teaching young children.

The Bilingual Scholarship
(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) Awarded to 
a full-time student who is outstanding in a language other than 
his/her native language, shows financial need and has a minimum 
GPA of 3.3 or its equivalent.
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The DCU/Reach Out for Schools 
Book Fund 

Digital Federal Credit Union (DCU) is a full-service, not-for-
profit financial institution cooperatively owned by and operated 
for its members. Since being chartered in October 1979, 
DCU has been selected as the credit union for employees and 
members of more than 800 companies and organizations along 
with their families. 
Founded in 2005, Reach Out for Schools is a nonprofit 
membership organization that raises money to donate to primary 
and secondary schools in communities where its members reside. 
Members join on an annual basis or for three years. Through the 
use of volunteers and donated services, Reach Out for Schools is 
able to direct almost 100 percent of the money raised back to local 
educational programs. 
Funds that have been raised have been used to “adopt” local 
classrooms through the Adopt-A-Classroom program as well as 
support the DCU/Reach Out for Schools Book Fund to benefit 
Worcester State University students. As of December 2009, Reach 
Out for Schools has “adopted” 126 classrooms throughout the 
United States. 
DCU and Reach Out for Schools established a textbook fund 
to support the ongoing efforts of both organizations to further 
advocate the importance of obtaining an education at Worcester 
State University.
“DCU’s support of the book fund to benefit Worcester State 
University students is an investment in tomorrow’s future by 
taking proactive steps today to ensure that every student has the 
means necessary to pursue a higher education and achieve their 
financial goals tomorrow,” said Tim Garner, DCU’s senior vice 
president of marketing and strategic planning.
“The organizers of Reach Out for Schools believe that the future 
health and economic strength of our communities and our 
country depend on the successful education of our children,” 
said Michael Caissey, Reach Out for Schools’ board director 
and chairperson. “The groundwork is laid in our schools, but 

because schools are often lacking in resources they need to 
achieve or students do not have the necessary financial support 
to further their education, Reach Out for Schools provides 
support in both areas.”
“I applaud DCU and Reach Out for Schools for helping our 
students with this academic necessity and their leadership 
support,” said President Ashley. “Together, these organizations 
have created Worcester State Foundation’s largest textbook fund.”

($250 Award) The DCU/Reach Out for Schools Book 
Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time undergraduate 
student, in any major, who meets the following criteria:
•	 Completes a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
•	 Is in his/her sophomore, junior or senior year
•	 Has a GPA of 2.7 (B minus) or higher
•	 Is a United States citizen
Awards will be determined/ranked by how much an applicant’s 
parents(s) can contribute (determined from FAFSA), with grants 
assisting the 40 neediest students.

The Kahlil Gibran 
Scholarship 
($250 per year)  First preference to an enrolled student of Middle 
Eastern descent. Second preference to a student majoring in 
or showing an awareness of the politics and/or history of the 
Middle East. Student must have a GPA of 3.0 or better and junior 
standing or above.

The Esther Forbes
Scholarship 
($250 per year)  First preference to a declared English Major who 
has a strong interest in becoming an author. Second preference to a 
student with junior or senior standing in the English Department. 
Must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and demonstrate financial need.
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Christopher Blair Erickson 
Memorial Scholarship 

Christopher Blair Erickson grew up in Holden and graduated from 
Wachusett Regional High School in 2003. He played football for 
both Wachusett Regional High School and Massachusetts Maritime. 

His Wachusett coach, Mike Dubzinski, said Chris was instrumental 
in creating a new football culture at the high school and was a 
wonderful role model to his fellow players. He also said Chris 
began a tradition of high school players going on to serve as college 
football captains. Chris’s jersey number was 76 at both schools. 

He was also an outstanding student and enjoyed mentoring other 
students. He enjoyed scouting and attained the rank of Eagle Scout 
with a project on the Wachusett Greenways Rail Trail.

He received the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship and 
graduated magna cum laude from Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science in Marine 
Engineering and a United States Coast Guard license as a third 
assistant engineer. He received the Maersk Lines Ltd. Award upon 
his graduation, awarded to the cadet “demonstrating the qualities 
of effort and leadership most desired in a seagoing officer.” 

At Massachusetts Maritime, he served as Cadet Chief Engineer 
and 2006 Football Team Captain, and he was a four-year football 
letter winner and a three-year offensive line starter. 

Funny, gentle, down-to-earth and devoted to his family, Chris was 
a wonderful young man. His laughter made everyone around him 
smile. He was kind and approached everything with good humor. 
Chris’ life showed great promise. 

He was tragically killed on January 7, 2009, in Houston, Texas, in 
a work-related accident while serving on the Sea River tanker SR 
Wilmington.

His family would like to honor Christopher’s memory by awarding 
a $500 scholarship in his memory for a deserving Worcester State 
University student who exemplifies academic excellence and 
leadership in the university community.

($500 Annual Award) The Christopher Blair Erickson 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a sophomore, junior or 
senior who best meets the following criteria:
•	 Holds a grade point average of 3.0 or above
•	 Participates in extracurricular or community service activities
•	 Demonstrates a strong sense of personal responsibility and
	 team spirit
•	 Provide references detailing leadership and self reliance
Applicants must submit a short essay detailing their strong 
sense of personal responsibility and team spirit as well as their 
leadership skills and self-reliance. 

The Craig Dempsey		   
Memorial Scholarship
Craig Dempsey, a member of the Class of 1985, made an 
impression wherever he went—be it Worcester State University, 
The Key Program in Massachusetts, or The Choice Program in 
Maryland. Bonnie Orcutt, a member of the Class of 1984 and now 
a professor of Economics at WSU, can attest to this. They were 
good friends, and she remembers him as an excellent debater and 
a dynamic, caring, and innovative person.

Urban Studies was perfect for Craig. It allowed him to hone 
his skills as a passionate advocate for troubled adolescents and 
families. Craig went on to make a name for himself working in 
a variety positions for The Key Program. He worked in the Cape 
Cod, Springfield, and Pittsfield areas before he took a job as the 
director of The Choice Program in Baltimore, Maryland. There, 
Craig’s innovative spirit continued to thrive. He set up a model for 
working with troubled youth that was adopted nationally. It was 
featured in The New York Times in June of 1993.  

Sadly, Craig passed away in 1998 at age 36. Bonnie has revived 
Craig’s legacy at his alma mater with this scholarship for students 
who follow in his footsteps as Urban Studies scholars and 
practitioners. 

($500 Award) The Craig Dempsey Memorial Scholarship will 
be awarded to a sophomore, junior or senior with financial need 
and who is majoring in Urban Studies. Preference will be given to 
students who are working at or volunteering with a community 
organization. Applicants must submit a short essay about a 
memorable community service experience and what it taught them.



~ 63 ~

Scholarships Change Lives

James P. McSherry was a gifted student and athlete throughout 
his childhood, but it wasn’t until he attended WSU that 
he realized his full potential as a scholar.  The son of an 
accomplished singer and radio personality and player on a 
Bloomer Girls team, Jim grew up in the Main South section of 
Worcester. He attended South High School, when it was located 
between Freeland and Richard streets in Worcester, where he 
played on the track and field, football, and hockey teams.

However, Jim did not truly excel academically until he was a 
student at Worcester State Teachers College.  “This place did 
wonders for me,” he says. “The demands of our professors were 
clear. They were all demanding to the degree that you didn’t think 
you could do it but realized you could. So I became aware very 
quickly that I had to work hard.” Jim credits Dr. Lawrence Averill 
with sparking his interest in psychology. While he majored in 
education, Jim “took all the psychology classes I could take,” and, 
by the time he graduated in 1953, he had set a goal to eventually 
earn his doctorate in psychology. 

When Jim arrived in 1949, the student body was growing rapidly 
and many of the male students wanted to play sports. Jim joined 
them in developing WSU’s early sports program, playing baseball 
and basketball all four years. He also played on semi-professional 
football teams in the Worcester region because a Worcester State 
football team was not yet formed. 

Jim went on to teach fourth grade at Lakeview School for a 
few months before being drafted into the Army to serve in the 
Korean War. He served stateside at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, in 
the engineer test unit until 1955. Jim returned to teaching in the 
Worcester Public Schools from 1955 to 1961, which was when he 
pursued his master’s degree in education and doctorate in clinical 
psychology at Boston College. 

Next, Jim became an assistant professor of psychology and 
education at the University of Scranton, Pennsylvania. He was 
presenting a paper on the importance of self-development after 
age 20 at an American Psychological Association  conference 

The James P. McSherry ’53
Endowed Scholarship in the early 1960s when he met several psychologists from 

Rohrer, Hibler, and Replogle of Boston. He later joined the firm, 
becoming a resident partner by the time he left in 1970.  That 
marked the beginning his corporate career—first as vice president 
of corporate development at United Shoe Machine Corp. in 
Boston and then vice president of personnel for PepsiCo Inc. 
in Purchase, N.Y. In 1977, Jim started his own consulting firm, 
and he has been a consultant to individuals and organizations 
regarding psychology of performance ever since. 

Jim has maintained close ties with WSU. He is a past member of 
the Board of Trustees and Worcester State Foundation Board of 
Directors. Jim also served on his reunion planning committee and 
the Opportunity for a Lifetime campaign academic development 
committee. He is currently a member of the Athletic Hall of Fame 
Committee. Jim’s professional achievements were recognized 
with an honorary doctorate of business administration at the 
University’s 1977 commencement. 

Jim hopes that this scholarship will assist many Worcester State 
students who choose to dedicate themselves to helping others as 
they fully realize their potential as scholars. 

(Amount Equal to One Full Annual Tuition Award) The James 
P. McSherry ’53 Endowed Scholarship will be awarded to a full- 
or part-time matriculated student who is majoring in a human 
service field, including, but not limited to, teaching, sociology, 
psychology, or criminal justice. Applicants must submit a short 
essay about a personal experience that was a satisfying “teachable 
moment” for them and what they learned from it.

   
“We feel strongly about the importance 
of doing this in order that others may 

have the same opportunities.”
— Barbara Davis ’71
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Worcester State University 
Geography Scholarship

The Worcester State University Geography Scholarship for 
underrepresented WSU students is funded by a National Science 
Foundation grant (NSF) and the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. It is part of the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Opportunities for Enhancing Diversity in the Geosciences 
(OEDG) Program. The OEDG Program is designed to address the 
fact that certain groups are underrepresented in the geosciences 
relative to their proportions in the general U.S. population. The 
primary goal of the OEDG Program is to increase workforce 
participation in the geosciences by African Americans, Hispanic 
Americans, Native Americans (American Indians and Alaskan 
Natives), Native Pacific Islanders (Polynesians or Micronesians), 
and persons with disabilities, as define by the American 
Disabilities Act (ADA). A secondary goal of the program is to 
increase the perceived relevance of careers in the geosciences 
among broad and diverse segments of the population. 

WSU’s Geography program offers a diversity of courses that 
examine the occurrence, distributions and interactions of natural 
and cultural features on the earth. These courses can be divided 
into the following four broad areas: 

•	 Physical geography explores how the earth works 
including the interactions of the four spheres; 
lithosphere (solid earth) atmosphere, biosphere and 
hydrosphere. 

•	 Cultural geography examines the interactions of human 
societies and the environment they occupy. 

•	 Energy studies courses examine global energy resources 
and future scenarios for replacing fossil fuels with 
sustainable energy resources and more efficient use of 
energy. 

•	 Geotechnology classes teach the use and application 
of technical tools for spatial analysis, one of the 
fundamental analyses that all branches of geography 
examine. 

Department members conduct research in areas such as global 
climate change, sustainability as well as other local and global 
environmental issues. 

(Eight $1,000 Awards) The Worcester State University 
Geography Scholarship will be awarded to first-year or 
sophomore students, including transfer students, who are 
Worcester public high school graduates and are enrolled in 
WSU's Geography or Natural Science program. Preference will 
be given to Hispanic or African-American, Native Americans 
(American Indians and Alaskan Natives), Native Pacific Islanders 
(Polynesians or Micronesians), and persons with disabilities, as 
defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. 
A short essay is required explaining the applicant’s interest in 
geography and should accompany the scholarship application. 
If the applicant is claiming the preference, as listed in the second 
sentence, they should state this in the first paragraph of the essay, 
listing the specific population category/tribe and/or disability.



	

Dear Worcester State University Student:

Scholarship assistance at Worcester State University is a partnership between 
donors who fund scholarships and applicants who receive them. Thanks to 
the growing support of generous individuals and organizations, the number of 
scholarships available to WSU students continues to expand.

We are grateful to our generous donors whose support benefits hundreds 
of talented students at WSU each year, and we are proud of our scholarship 
recipients who exemplify WSU traditions of perseverance and hard work.

As you review this directory of available scholarships, keep in mind that some 
awards are restricted to specific academic majors while others are open to 
students in any major. Scholarship award amounts vary. Where noted in this 
booklet, “full annual tuition” means the in-state tuition for the academic year in 
which the scholarship is to be awarded.  All scholarships, unless otherwise 
noted, REQUIRE full-time enrollment for both semesters of the 
academic year in which they are to be awarded.

Feel free to apply for as many scholarships for which you feel qualified, but 
be sure to review the criteria carefully before submitting an application. A 
separate essay must be submitted for each scholarship application form. (Tips 
on composing your application essay appear on the back inside cover of  this 
booklet.) Please note that an electronic application form can be completed at
www.worcester.edu/scholarshipdirectory.

Please direct any questions about the application process to the Financial Aid 
Office.

We appreciate your interest in scholarship assistance at Worcester State 
University. Be assured that we will give your application careful attention.

Thank you again for applying, and good luck!

Sincerely, 

The Scholarship Committee

A successful scholarship essay has three components: It tells the Scholarship 
Committee who the applicant is, it explains how the applicant meets the criteria 
outlined in the scholarship, and it thanks the committee for its consideration. The essay 
need not be lengthy, but it does need to explain why an applicant is a good match for a 
particular scholarship. The following guidelines may be helpful:

•	 You may apply for multiple scholarships, but you must submit an application 
and essay for each one.

•	 Read the description of the scholarship and the criteria carefully, and consider 
how you meet the criteria.

•	 In the first section of your essay, state what scholarship you are applying for, 
and give some background information about yourself. (This should include 
your major and class year. Additional information could include living 
arrangements, job situations, and awards and extracurricular activities.) 
The next section of the essay explains how you meet the specific criteria of 
the scholarship for which you are applying. For example, if the scholarship 
is to be awarded to “a hardworking student with a GPA above 3.0 who has 
demonstrated perseverance,” give examples that show you possess those 
qualities. The final section of your essay should be a brief conclusion in which 
you thank the committee for its considerations.

•	 Although some information you include in each essay will be the same 
(particularly the first and last sections), each essay should be tailored for a 
specific scholarship.

•	 Be sure to note any special circumstances or characteristics that you believe 
make you uniquely qualified to receive a particular scholarship.

•	 Complete your scholarship essay on a computer. Handwritten essays will not be 
excluded; however, be sure your essay(s) is easy to read and photocopy.

•	 Neatness and grammar count! Applicants whose essays contain spelling and 
grammatical errors are generally disqualified.

Deadline for Scholarship Applications is April 1, 2011.

Message from the Scholarship Committee Guidelines for Essays
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