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Craduate information is available in the Graduate
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Office or online at www.worcesteredu/graduate.

General Information

Prologue

From its founding in 1874, Worcester State has been dedicated to educational programs
that lead to self-enrichment and to careers in the professions, government, business, and
industry.

As a public, state-supported college governed by a local Board of Trustees under the
direction of the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education, Worcester State is
empowered to award baccalaureate and master’s degrees in education and in the arts
and sciences. While continuing its tradition of serving the residents of the Commonwealth,
Worcester State has earned a reputation for quality teaching by dedicated faculty in classes
of moderate size, and for programs responsive to its students’ and society’s changing needs.

Mission

Worcester State, a public metropolitan institution of higher learning located in a culturally
vibrant region of the Commonwealth, affrms the principles of liberal learning as the
foundation for all advanced programs of study.

Worcester State offers programs in the traditional liberal arts and sciences disciplines,
while maintaining its historical focus on teacher education. It has expanded its offerings
with professional degree programs in biomedical sciences, business, and the health
professions. Through its curricula, Worcester State addresses the intellectual and career
needs of the increasingly diverse citizenry of central Massachusetts.

Worcester State is dedicated to offering high quality, affordable undergraduate and
graduate academic programs and to promoting the lifelong intellectual growth, global
awareness, and career opportunities of its students. To this end, Worcester State values
teaching excellence rooted in scholarship and community service; cooperates with the
business, social, and cultural resources of Worcester County; collaborates with other
institutions of higher learning in the region; and develops new programs responsive to
emerging community needs.
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Accreditation

Worcester State is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges,
Inc., a non-governmental, nationally recognized organization whose affliated institutions
include elementary schools through collegiate institutions offering post-graduate
instruction.

Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets
or exceeds criteria for the assessment of institutional quality periodically applied
through a peer group review process. An accredited school or college is one which has
available the necessary resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate
educational programs, is substantially doing so, and gives reasonable evidence that it
will continue to do so in the foreseeable future. Institutional integrity is also addressed
through accreditation.

Accreditation by the New England Association applies to the institution as a whole.
As such, it is not a guarantee of the quality of every course or program offered, or the
competence of individual graduates. Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about the
quality of opportunities available to students who attend the institution.

Inquiries regarding the status of an institution’s accreditation by the New England
Association should be directed to the administrative staff of the school or college.
Individuals may also contact the Association:

New England Association of Schools and Colleges
The Sanborn House, 15 High Street
Winchester, Massachusetts 01890
(617) 729-6762

The following programs are accredited by their respective professional organizations:
Nursing, The National League for Nursing; Speech-Language Pathology, the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association; Occupational Therapy, Accreditation Council
for Occupational Therapy Education; and Nuclear Medicine Technology, the Joint
Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology.
Please refer to department chapters for addresses and telephone numbers of the
accrediting organizations.

Policy on Nondiscrimination

Worcester State is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination, equal employment
opportunity, and affrmative action in its educational programs, activities, and employment
practices. Worcester State maintains and promotes a policy of nondiscrimination on the
basis of race, creed, religion, color, sex, sexual orientation, age, disability, veteran status,
marital status, and national origin. This policy incorporates by reference the requirements
of Federal Executive Orders 11246 and 11375 as amended; the Civil Rights Act of 1964
as amended; Title IX of the Higher Education Act of 1972 as amended; Sections 503 and
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; Section 402, Vietnam Era Veterans
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1988; and pertinent
laws, regulations, and executive orders; directives of the Massachusetts Department of
Higher Education, the Board of Trustees, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and other
applicable state and federal statutes.

The Director of Diversity may be contacted at 508-929-8117 regarding Worcester State’s
policy of nondiscrimination and affrmative action (including compliance with Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended).
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Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

Worcester State complies fully with the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974 as amended. This federal law protects the privacy of education records
and establishes the rights of students to:

1.

Inspect and review their education records within 45 days of the day Worcester State
receives a request for access.

Students should submit to the registrar, dean, head of the academic department
or other appropriate offcial, written requests that identify the record(s) they wish
to inspect. The Worcester State offcial will make arrangements for access and
notify the student of the time and place where the records may be inspected. If
the Worcester State offcial to whom the request was submitted does not maintain
the records, that offcial shall advise the student of the correct offcial to whom the
request should be addressed.

Request the amendment of the education records that the student believes are
inaccurate or misleading.

Students may ask Worcester State to amend a record that they believe is inaccurate
or misleading. They should write to the Worcester State offcial responsible for the
record, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is
inaccurate or misleading.

If Worcester State decides not to amend the record as requested by the student,
Worcester State will notify the student of the decision and advise the student of his
or her right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional informa-
tion regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the student when notifed
of the right to a hearing.

To fle a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning the alleged
failures by Worcester State to comply with the requirements of FERPA, the name and
address of the offce that administers FERPA is:

Family Policy Compliance Offce
Department of Education
Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605

Worcester State accords all the rights under the law to students who are declared
independent. No one outside the institution shall have access to nor will the institution
disclose any information from students’ education records without the written consent of
students with the exception of the following:

» Worcester State offcials within the institution

« offcials of other institutions in which students seek to enroll
e persons or organizations providing students’ fnancial aid
 accrediting agencies carrying out their accreditation function
e persons in compliance with a judicial order

* persons in an emergency in order to protect the health or safety of students or
other persons.

All these exceptions are permitted under the Act. A Worcester State offcial has a
legitimate educational interest if the offcial needs to review an education record in order
to fulfll his or her professional responsibility. A Worcester State offcial is:

» aperson employed by Worcester State in an administrative, supervisory,
academic or research, or support staff position (including law enforcement unit
personnel and health staff);
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e aperson or company with whom Worcester State has contracted (such as a
consultant, contractor, volunteer or other party to whom Worcester State has
outsourced institutional services or functions);

» aperson serving on the Board of Trustees;

* astudent serving on an offcial committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance
committee, or assisting another school offcial in performing his or her tasks.

At its discretion the institution may provide directory information in accordance with the
provisions of the Act to include:

e Student’'s name

e Address

» Photograph

« Date and place of birth

* Major feld of study

* Grade level

* Degree

* Recent school attended

* Enrollment status

» Date of attendance

» Participants in offcially recognized activities and sports
« Weight and height of athletic teams
* Honors/awards

Directory information does NOT include a student’s social security number or student
identifcation number.

Currently enrolled students may withhold disclosure of directory information by notify-
ing the registrar in writing of the request prior to the end of the frst week of classes in
the Fall. Such requests will be honored for the duration of the academic year—Sep-
tember through August; therefore, authorization to withhold directory information must
be fled annually with the registrar. Worcester State assumes that failure on the part of
the student to specifcally request the withholding of categories of directory information

indicates individual approval of disclosure.
A request to withhold the above data in no way restricts internal use of the material by
Worcester State.

In compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended,
Worcester State reserves the right to disclose information to parents of a student under
18 and/or the parents of a student who is dependent upon such parents for federal
income tax purposes.
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The Campus

Worcester State is located on 58 acres facing Chandler Street in the residential west side
of Worcester. It is within an hour’s drive of all major population centers in New England
and combines urban convenience with a suburban setting. Worcester State is convenient
to Interstate Highways 90 (Massachusetts Turnpike), 190, 290, and 495. The campus is
served by buses of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority and by the shuttle bus service
of the Worcester Consortium for Higher Education. The physical facilities of the Campus
include the following:

Helen G. Shaughnessy Administration Building

Extensively renovated from 2007 to 2009, the Helen G. Shaughnessy Administration
Building combines modern convenience and effciency with much of the charm of the old
Teachers College. It houses streamlined student services in an “academic mall” on the
frst foor as well as the Admissions Offce on the second foor and Academic Affairs on the
third foor. Also on the second foor are the President’s Offce and Conference Room, the
Fuller Theater, and Institutional Advancement (including alumni relations, development, and
public relations and marketing). The third foor is also home to Administration and Finance,
Institutional Research and Assessment, Human Resources, Payroll and Benefts, Diversity
and Affrmative Action. The Division of Graduate and Continuing Education is located on the
fourth foor. The building frst opened in January 1932 as Worcester State Teachers College,
and was designed to accommodate 300 students with spacious classrooms, a gymnasium
on the second foor, and a library on the fourth foor. Helen G. Shaughnessy was affliated
with Worcester State for 64 years—as a member of the Class of 1943, associate professor,
chair of the Education Department, director of student teaching, director of personnel and
labor relations, associate dean of Academic Affairs, and acting executive vice president.

Gymnasium

The Gymnasium contains indoor athletic and recreational facilities, including the Oscar
Larsson Fitness Center. It also houses Health Services and Athletics administrative offces
as well as art studios and classrooms.

Kalyan K. Ghosh Science and Technology Building

Opened in fall 2000, the Science and Technology Building is a state-of-the-art building
designed to house the sciences including: Communication Sciences and Disorders,
Occupational Therapy, Computer Science, Biology, Biotechnology, Chemistry, Geography
and Earth Sciences, Geology, Natural Science and Physics, Health Science, and Nursing.
The building contains 30 science, therapy and computer labs; offces for faculty and staff;
conference/seminar rooms; and student discussion areas. This facility also houses a 200-
seat multimedia classroom and Worcester State's art gallery.

Learning Resource Center

The Learning Resource Center (LRC) houses the library, a place for study and research
with over 142,000 volumes and approximately 1,000 current periodicals. A CD-ROM
network provides ready access to several resources electronically and a new library
system will soon offer easy catalog and Internet searching capabilities. The library is a
member of the Worcester Area Cooperating Libraries (WACL), a joint effort of 15 academic,
public, and special libraries to facilitate the sharing of resources and provide advanced
techniques in library and information science. A book delivery shuttle service operates
daily during the academic year and weekly during the summer to facilitate interlibrary loans
to students, faculty, and staff. WACL extends cross-borrowing privileges to all full-time
and permanent part-time faculty and high-level administrators. Individually issued WACL
cards permit direct loans from member libraries.

The Learning Resource Center also encompasses a complex of modern telecommunications
and electronic learning facilities including the Information Technologies offces. The
campus-wide computer network, maintained by Information Technologies, provides Internet
connections to the outside world from the computer labs and student email accounts.
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Also in the LRC are television studios and a production facility, and photographic
laboratories. An instructional media center provides media to support the teaching and
learning process while media production services is equipped for production of slides and
tapes. The offces for library staff, Facilities, Publications and Printing Services, and the
Communication and Criminal Justice academic departments are located in this building
along with seminar rooms, classrooms, and lecture halls.

Outdoor Facilities

Worcester State has the advantage of naturally attractive surroundings. Among its outdoor
facilities are an artifcial turf athletic feld and an eight-lane synthetic track, baseball and
softball diamonds, feld hockey, and tennis courts.

Residence Halls

Residence Halls at Worcester State provide housing to approximately 1,200 full-time
undergraduate students. Chandler Village is a unique living area with 63 apartments in
26 interconnected townhouses. The apartments accommodate four, fve, eight, nine, ten,
or eleven persons and include furnished common living and kitchen areas.

Dowden Hall, more traditional in style, is a fve-story residence hall that includes single,
double, and triple rooms with study and recreational lounges. There is a convenience
store on the frst foor and a ftness center in the basement. It is named for Vera Dowden
Baldwin '34, M.Ed. '53, whose connection with Worcester State spanned 70 years. She
joined the faculty in 1957, and she also served as supervisor of student teachers, dean of
women, and the frst dean of students in 1970.

Wasylean Hall is a six-story, suite-style building with multiple study and common rooms
throughout. The suites are designed to accommodate four and six people. Each unit has
single and double occupancy bedrooms with furnished common living and kitchen areas.
There is a sandwich shop on the frst foor. Wasylean Hall is home to the Offce of Residence
Life and Housing and the University Police. It is named for Phillip M. Wasylean 1l '63.

Student Center

The Student Center is available as a resource for the entire Worcester State community
and is conveniently situated at the geographical center of the campus. The frst foor of the
Student Center contains the following resources: Food Court and dining area, Worcester
State bookstore, Information Desk, and the Print Center. The frst foor also has several
meeting/programming spaces including the North/South Auditorium, Blue Lounge, Exhibit
Area and One Lancer Place. The second foor houses the Student Center/Student Activities
Offce, Conference and Event Services, and Commuter Services/Weekend Programming.
Small meeting rooms, WSCW Radio Station and Student Government offces, and the
Living Room—a lounge for commuters and residents with pool tables, ping-pong, video
games and several TV's, are also located on this foor. The third foor holds several Student
Affairs offces including the Vice President of Student Affairs, Career Services, Counseling
Offce, Dining Services, Judicial Affairs and Multicultural Affairs. Student organization
offces, including the Student Senate, Student Events Committee, Third World Alliance,
the student newspaper, yearbook and more, are also located on this foor as well as the
main cafeteria and additional meeting space.

Sullivan Academic Center

Named for Eugene A. Sullivan, Worcester State president from 1947 to 1970, the Sullivan
Academic Center is a primary instructional center on campus. It contains faculty and
academic department offces, a large lecture hall (Eager Amphitheater), classrooms, and
a large attached auditorium. The Sullivan Auditorium provides the setting for a number
of formal ceremonies including the annual Senior Capping. Also located in the Sullivan
Academic Center are the Center for the Study of Human Rights, the Center for Teaching
and Learning, and the Women's Studies Program offce.
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Community Relations

Worcester State values its connections with the greater community, which include
partnerships with numerous individuals and organizations. The professional staff
participates in events sponsored by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the City of
Worcester, and the local Chamber of Commerce; hosts conferences, legislative meetings,
and community breakfasts; sponsors seminars, lectures, and workshops; and supports
a variety of initiatives in the arts and multi-cultural events. Worcester State’s calendar
includes numerous programs and events to which the public is welcomed.

The Offce of Institutional Advancement is responsible for fund development and alumni
relations. Annually, the offce coordinates a number of special activities for Worcester
State alumni including Reunion Weekend, Homecoming, and chapter events. Fund-raising
campaigns provide an array of benefts and services to current students, alumni, and
friends. Contributions are used primarily for scholarships, academic awards, laboratory and
classroom equipment, educational seminars, faculty research grants, and other support
services to promote quality education. The offce publishes a donor newsletter, manages
an online alumni community, and works in partnership with Marketing and Public Relations
to produce the Worcester Statement.

The Marketing and Public Relations offce develops and implements Worcester State’s
marketing and public relations initiatives. The offce oversees all media relations, including
the creation of press releases and news stories, and promotes various community outreach
activities. The offce is responsible for developing content and managing production of the
Worcester Statement, the President’s Annual Report, Quick Facts, and various brochures
and informational pieces. The offce also oversees editorial content for Worcester State’s
website.

Change of Catalog Information

This catalog was prepared in the summer of 2011, with information available at the time of
preparation. Provisions of this catalog are subject to change by order of the Massachusetts
Department of Higher Education or the Worcester State University Board of Trustees. It is
the policy of Worcester State University to provide advance notice of changes whenever
it is reasonable and practical to do so.
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Undergraduate Studies

Degree Programs

Worcester State is authorized to Award the Bachelor of Arts (BA) and the Bachelor of
Science (BS) degree in 25 academic programs. Worcester State also offers Minors in 29
academic disciplines as well as 8 Interdisciplinary Minors or Concentrations.

PROGRAM

Art

Bioinformatics

Biology
Biotechnology

Business Administration

Chemistry
Communication

Communication Sciences &
Disorders

Community Health
Computer Science
Criminal Justice

Early Childhood Education

Economics

Elementary Education
English

French

Geography

Gerontology

Global Studies
14

MAJOR

BS
BS
BS*

BS*
BA*
BS

BS*
BS
BS*
BS
BS

BS
BA*

BS

MINOR/
|C**

X
IC

SPONSORING DEPARTMENT

Visual & Performing Arts

Biology, Biotechnology,
Chemistry, Computer Science

Biology
Biology

Business Administration &
Economics

Chemistry
Communication

Communication Sciences &
Disorders

Health Sciences
Computer Science
Criminal Justice
Education

Business Administration &
Economics

Education

English

World Languages
Physical & Earth Sciences

Urban Studies & Consortium
Instruction

Interdisciplinary Program



PROGRAM

Health Education
History
Information Technology

Intergenerational Studies and
Community Service

Mathematics

Middle East Studies
Middle School Education
Music

Natural Science

Nuclear Medicine
Technology

Nursing
Occupational Studies
Philosophy

Physics

Political Science
Psychology
Secondary Education
Sociology

Spanish

Theatre

Urban Studies

Visual & Performing Arts

Web Development

Women's Studies

MAJOR

BS*

BA*

BS

BS*

BS
BS

BS*

BS
BA

BS

MINOR/
|C**

X

X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X

IC

Undergraduate Studies

SPONSORING DEPARTMENT

*Majors that are also offered in the evening.

**Interdisciplinary Concentration (IC)

Health Sciences
History & Political Science

Computer Science

Urban Studies
Mathematics

History & Political Science
Education

Visual & Performing Arts
Physical & Earth Sciences

Biology, Chemistry, Physical &
Earth Sciences, UMASS
Medical School Instruction

Nursing

Occupational Therapy
Philosophy

Physical & Earth Sciences
History & Political Science
Psychology

Education

Sociology

World Languages

Visual & Performing Arts
Urban Studies

Visual & Performing Arts

Communication, Computer
Science

Interdisciplinary Program
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Worcester State seeks to enroll students who will succeed academically, thrive socially
and contribute meaningfully to the campus community.

First-year Student Admission

A student's high school academic record is the single most important factor in our evaluation
process for frst-year student admission. The quality and level of courses, grade point
average, and grade trends are all important factors. SAT and/or ACT scores are required.
Work experience and extracurricular activities may strengthen overall credentials for
admission. SAT Il test scores, a personal essay, and teacher recommendations are not
required but may add support to an application. The TOEFL is recommended for students
who are not native speakers of English. Specifc requirements for competitive majors such
as education, nursing and occupational therapy are described in the application materials.

Worcester State determines frst-year student admission eligibility in accordance with
the published standards established by the Massachusetts Department of Higher
Education (MDHE). Meeting these minimum standards does not guarantee admission
to Worcester State.

MDHE Massachusetts High School
Unit Requirements (College Prep)

English 4

Mathematics 3 (Algebra | & Il and Geometry or Trigonometry, or
comparable coursework)

Natural Science 3 (including 2 with lab)

Social Science 2 (including U.S. History)

Foreign Language 2 (in a single language)

Electives

Minimum Grade Point Average in Required Courses

The grades earned in college preparatory courses are re-calculated into a grade point
average (GPA). In re-calculating GPA, extra credit is received for honors and Advanced
Placement courses. Non-college preparatory courses are not included; therefore, the GPA
calculated by Worcester State may be different than the GPA calculated by a high school.

Grades will be converted to a 4.0 scale, where “A” = 4.0, “B” = 3.0, “C" = 2.0, and “D” =
1.0. On this scale, a 3.0 GPA is equal to a “B” average. A 3.0 minimum GPA is required,
unless the student attains one of the GPA/SAT combinations listed in the chart on page 17.
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SAT or ACT Test Requirement

For students with a GPA of 3.0 or above, Worcester State reserves the right to establish
additional criteria, such as a minimum SAT or ACT score and/or minimum class standing.

For those students with a GPA below 3.0, a clear-cut SAT/ACT score will be applied as a
minimum standard, in accordance with the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education
Scale below.

GPA SAT* ** ACT
2.51-2.99 920 19
2.41-2.50 960 20
2.31-2.40 1000 21
2.21-2.30 1040 22
2.11-2.20 1080 23
2.00-2.10 1120 24

* Critical Reading and Math sections only
** Based on highest critical Reading score and highest Math score

*** Nursing and Occupational Therapy programs require a 3.00 and 1000 SAT or 21 ACT
minimum.

No applicant with a high school GPA less than 2.00 may be admitted to a state college.

NOTE: The Massachusetts Department of Higher Education Scale is subject to
change.

Students who have graduated from high school three years ago or more should apply as non-
traditional students (see section on page 18) and may present SAT/ACT scores at their option.

GED Recipients

Candidates for admission who have completed the high school diploma requirement by
earning the General Equivalency Diploma (GED) must submit offcial GED score reports
with a minimum attainment in the 75th percentile in all subject areas, and an offcial copy of
their high school transcript showing work completed and/or attempted with grades earned.
GED applicants must also submit offcial SAT score reports if their high school class would
have graduated within the last three years.

Transfer Applicants

Students who do not enroll as frst-year students, may attend a community college or other
college or university, and then transfer to Worcester State. To do so, one of the following
requirements must be met:

1) 12-23 transferable college credits and a minimum 2.5 college GPA,

2) Upto 23 transferable college credits, a minimum 2.0 college GPA, and a combination
of high school grades and SAT/ACT scores that meet the admission standards for
frst-year applicants; OR

3) 24 or more transferable college credits and a minimum 2.0 college GPA.

If college credits have been earned while enrolled in high school, the admission standards
outlined above for frst-year student applicants must be met.

If you have attended college/university:

Complete, offcial transcripts of all work taken at other institutions must be submitted as
part of the application process, whether or not credit for such work is desired or expected.
Students who fail to acknowledge attendance at any college or university in which they
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have been enrolled automatically waive the right to have that work considered for transfer
credit. They may also be subject to denial of admission, loss of course credit, and/or
suspension from Worcester State

Non-Traditional Applicants

If a student applies to Worcester State more than three years after high school graduation,
they do not need to meet the admission standards for frst-year students. Instead, they
must show that they are capable of succeeding at Worcester State based upon their high
school and/or college transcript grades. Standardized test scores and other factors may be
used as part of the admission process. A current resume or personal statement outlining
life experience, career goals and specifc reasons for applying to Worcester State may be
submitted with the application.

Special Admission

If standards for frst-year, transfer or non-traditional students, are not met, acceptance may
still be possible based upon other signs of potential for academic success in a four-year
college or university program. Possible signs of such success include steadily improving
high school grades, high school class ranking, special talents, and strong recommendations.

International Applicants

Worcester State welcomes qualifed international applicants. All of the documents listed
below must be submitted before March 1st for the Fall semester (January 15th for Fall only
Nursing and Occupational Therapy Majors). No international applicants will be considered
for the Spring semester unless:

e They are currently enrolled in an ESL program in the U.S. or in native country.
e They are currently attending a U.S. college or university.
e They currently have a visa status that legally allows them to change to F-1.

« They were accepted for a previous semester but deferred attendance due to being
refused a visa.

1) Offcial high school/secondary school transcripts or national exam reports.

2) Offcial college or university transcripts accompanied by a course-by-course formal
evaluation by a professional evaluating agency in the U.S. (for courses taken outside
the U.S)).

TOEFL is a requirement for all applicants who have studied in a country where English
in not the native language.

3) Offcial results of the TOEFL; minimum TOEFL score of 550 (paper exam), or 79
(internet-based test) is required. All TOEFL scores must be submitted directly from
the Educational Testing Service (ETS). For additional information, you may access
www.toef.org or call the Intensive English Language Institute (IELI) at Worcester State,
508-929-8120. The IELI is an offcial TOEFL internet-based test site.

Applicants who have earned an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree from
a regionally accredited U.S. college or university are not required to submit a TOEFL
score.

4) Offcial results of the SAT are required for all frst-year student applicants who have
graduated from high school within the previous three years.
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5) Original bank statement, showing the most current six months of fnancial activity from
a fnancial institution or agency indicating that adequate funds are available to cover
all educational expenses incurred while at Worcester State for one academic year
(currently a minimum of $21,500 U.S. dollars).

6) Original Worcester State Certification of Finances form from person or people
sponsoring your education in this country.

7) International applicants, who have attended another college or university or secondary
school in the U.S., must forward a copy of their I-20 Form with their application.

Transcripts and other documents submitted in languages other than English must be
accompanied by an English translation and course-by-course evaluation (if applicable)
from a recognized agency or organization. For a list of approved agencies, please contact
the Admissions Offce.

Please note: \Worcester State will not issue an 1-20 Form to international applicants until
the tuition deposit is paid. The tuition deposit deadline for the Fall semester is May 1.
There will be no exceptions to this deadline.

Exceptions

Learning Disabled

If you have a documented learning disability, you do not have to take tests such as the SAT
or ACT for admission to Worcester State. However, you must submit educational testing
completed within the last three years. You must still complete the required academic units
with a minimum GPA of 3.0. First-year student applicants with a language-based learning
disability may substitute two alternate college prep electives for the foreign language
course requirements.

English as a Second Language (ESL) Students

If you are an ESL student, you are eligible for exceptions to the admission requirements. For
example, ESL students may substitute two electives for the two required foreign language
courses. You must take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) and SAT, and
should contact your guidance counselor or the Admissions Offce for more information.

Vocational-Technical Students

Vocational-technical students must complete 16 college preparatory courses, distributed
in the same manner and with the same minimum grade point averages required of other
high school graduates, with the following exceptions:

» Two vocational-technical courses may be used to fulfll the two required electives.

 Vocational-technical high school graduates who do not complete the two required college
preparatory foreign language courses must complete an additional elective college
preparatory course, for a total of three such courses, and satisfy one of the following
options:

1) Complete at least one Carnegie unit of foreign language;

2) Complete a fourth Carnegie unit of mathematics or science, which need not be a
laboratory course; or

3) Complete one Carnegie unit of computer science.

Note: A Carnegie unit represents a full academic year of study or its equivalent in a
specific subject.
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This requirement will remain in effect until the Department of Education (DOE) implements
its requirements regarding foreign language study for vocational-technical students. At that
time, vocational-technical applicants for admission to UMass and the state colleges will
be required to meet DOE requirements for foreign language study.

Application Process

Directions for First-year Student Applicants

Students can obtain applications from their guidance counselors. Applications may also be
obtained from the Admissions Offce, Worcester State, 486 Chandler Street, Worcester,
MA 01602-2597, 508-929-8040, toll free: 866-972-2255. Students may also apply online
at www.worcester.edu/admissions.

Each applicant must submit the following materials:

» An offcial copy of the high school transcript (transcripts are deemed offcial only
when sent directly to the Admissions Offce from the high school);

» An offcial copy of SAT, ACT, or TOEFL (test results should be submitted directly to
Worcester State from the testing agency);

» A completed Worcester State application form;
» Payment of an application fee: $40 for all applicants.

NOTE: The SAT includes a student-written essay and multiple choice writing section. Worcester
State requires offcial scores of all SAT results.

High school students must request an offcial high school transcript that includes at least the
frst marking period of the senior year. Also, a fnal high school transcript must be requested
at the time of graduation that indicates successful completion of the requirements to graduate
from high school. The Admissions Offce must receive this offcial, fnal high school transcript
before registration for courses and the fnal award of fnancial aid is approved. All transcript
materials requested by the applicant become the property of Worcester State and cannot
be released to the applicant or to other institutions or agencies.

Priority Deadlines for Fall: January 15 for Nursing Track | (Fall enroliment only) and
Occupational Therapy applications is the deadline. All other applications completed by
February 1 will increase the opportunities for on-campus housing and Financial Aid.
Worcester State will accept applications through June 1 if space is available. All decisions
for admission are rendered on or before April 15 for those who meet the February 1 priority
deadline. All pertinent deposits and the orientation fee are due on or before May 1 for those
students who meet the priority deadline.

Priority Deadlines for Spring: November 15. No Spring applicants will be accepted for
the Bachelor of Science in Nursing Track | or Occupational Therapy. Applications for the
RN to BSN program are due by November 15.

Directions for Transfer Applicants

Transcripts from colleges previously attended are the primary factor in determining
acceptance to Worcester State. To be considered a transfer applicant, a student must have
successfully completed the requirements listed on page 17 of this catalog, at an accredited
college or colleges. The following materials must be supplied:

« An offcial fnal high school transcript, indicating proof of graduation from an
accredited high school or a high school equivalency certifcate indicating the test
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scores received. These must be received by the Admissions Offce before clearance
for registration or the award of fnancial aid is approved.

» An offcial transcript of all courses completed at each post-secondary institution
attended (transcripts are deemed offcial only when sent directly to the Admissions
Offce from the previous colleges).

» A completed Worcester State application form.

» Payment of an application fee: $40 for all applicants.

To qualify for a degree from Worcester State, transfer students must complete at least
30 of the last 40 semester hours of credit while matriculated at Worcester State. Credits
earned elsewhere will be evaluated with respect to curricular requirements of Worcester
State and a Transfer Program Summary of acceptable transfer courses will be included
with the acceptance letter.

Worcester State will transfer a maximum of 65 credits from two-year colleges and a
maximum of 90 credits from four-year colleges/universities. If a transfer applicant has
previously attended a combination of two-year and four-year educational institutions, a
maximum of 90 credits, including no more than 65 credits from the two-year college(s),
will be transferred. In order to be considered transferable, a course must be college-level,
and the student must have received a grade of C— or better. Remedial/developmental
courses will not transfer, some internships, practica, colloquia, and cooperative education
experiences may transfer. Worcester State does not transfer life/career experience as
college credit. All materials submitted become the property of Worcester State and cannot
be released to the applicant or any other agency.

Priority Deadlines for Fall: January 15 for Nursing Track | (Fall enrollment only, limited
space into the freshman level); RN to BSN applicants must apply by November 15 for
January admission or May 1 for Fall admission; January 15 for Occupational Therapy
(NOTE: Students applying for Fall transfer into Occupational Therapy must begin taking
classes in Summer Session |). All other transfer applications—May 1. Worcester State
will accept applications through July 1 if space is available.

MassTransfer

Students planning to transfer to one of the Massachusetts state-supported colleges or
universities are eligible for MassTransfer. MassTransfer provides community college
graduates who complete designated associate’s degrees with the benefts of the full transfer
and applicability of credit, (2.0 GPA or higher if admitted), guaranteed admission (2.5 GPA
or higher), and a partial tuition discount (3.0 GPA or higher).

MassTransfer integrates and replaces the Commonwealth Transfer Compact, the Joint
Admissions Program, and the Tuition Advantage Program.

Community college students who matriculated prior to fall 2009 and who participate in the
Commonwealth Transfer Compact and/or Joint Admissions programs will be required to
complete their associate degrees by August 2013 and must matriculate at a Massachusetts
state college or University of Massachusetts campus by fall 2014 to receive the benefts
of these programs.

Students matriculating in fall 2009 as well as currently enrolled students may accumulate
courses leading toward the completion of an approved associate degree under MassTransfer
or the MassTransfer Block. The policy benefts will apply to students who complete either
an approved associate degree or the MassTransfer Block beginning fall 2010, regardless
of initial date of enrollment.
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Benefts for students who complete associate’s degrees under MassTransfer are:

inimum Final GPA

* No admission fee or essay

® Guaranteed full transfer of a minimum of 60 credits applied to
the bachelor’s degree, if admitted

2.00 GPA e Satisfaction of the general education/distribution/core

requirements at the receiving institution, with the

receiving institution able to add no more than six additional

credits/two courses, if admitted

2.50 GPA Guaranteed admission, plus all of the above benefts

A one-third tuition discount, plus all of the above benefts

3.00 GPA (must be used within one year after date of graduation)

Stipulations:

< If students change their majors or if the linked baccalaureate programs
require a higher grade point average or specifc courses which are required
of native students, MassTransfer students must meet these additional
requirements.

 If, because of space or fscal limitations, the receiving institution does not
admit all qualifed applicants to a given major or program, the receiving
institution will use the same criteria for MassTransfer applicants as it does
for its native students.

MassTransfer also provides students in the Massachusetts public higher education system
the intermediate goal of completing a portable general education Transfer Block that will
satisfy the general education/distribution/core requirements across institutions. Students
completing the Transfer Block without earning a degree at any Massachusetts higher
education institution with a 2.0 or higher grade point average if admitted will earn the 34
credit hours outlined below, exclusive of developmental coursework.

Transfer Block

English Composition/Writing 6 credits
Behavioral and Social Sciences 9 credits
Humanities and/or Fine Arts 9 credits
Natural or Physical Science 7 credits
Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning 3 credits
Total Credits 34 credits

Benefts for students who complete the Transfer Block are:

Minimum Final GP

2.0 GPA Satisfaction of the general education/distribution/core
requirements at the receiving institution, with the receiving
institution able to add no more than six additional credits/two
courses, if admitted

Stipulations:

e Students enrolled in a specifc major or degree program may be required
to take additional courses if these courses are specifcally required for
the major or program and are required of native students.

»  Completion of the Transfer Block does not guarantee admission to the
college or university
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Commonwealth Transfer Compact
(statewide policy is under review and subject to revision)

The Commonwealth Transfer Compact applies to students transferring from Massachusetts
community colleges to public colleges and universities offering the baccalaureate degree.
Students shall be eligible for transfer compact status if they have met the following
requirements: a) completed an associate degree with a minimum of 60 credit hours
exclusive of developmental coursework; b) achieved a cumulative GPA of not less than
2.0 (in a 4.0 system) at the community college awarding the degree and c) completed a
minimum 35 credits in general education, exclusive of developmental coursework. The
general education core consists of English composition/writing (6 credits), behavioral and
social sciences (9 credits), humanities and fne arts (9 credits), natural or physical sciences
(8 credits) and mathematics (3 credits).

For students eligible under the compact, the 35 credits in general education will be applied
toward the fulfliment of Worcester State’s general education requirements. A minimum of
25 additional credits will be accepted as transfer credits by Worcester State. These credits
may be transferred as free electives, toward the student’s major, distribution course work
or any combination, as Worcester State deems appropriate.

To complete the baccalaureate degree, students who transfer under this compact may
be required to take no more than 68 additional credits unless they change their program
upon entering the receiving institution, or the combination of additional general education
requirements and the requirements of their major total more than 68 credits. Under these
circumstances, transfer students will be subject to the same requirements as native students.
A transfer student may not be held to any degree requirements at Worcester State that
were established less than three years prior to transfer admission.

Joint Admissions

Worcester State participates in the statewide Joint Admissions program between
Massachusetts community colleges and state colleges. Joint Admissions provides barrier-
free movement from the community college to Worcester State. Additional information is
available from the Admissions Offce at Worcester State and the Academic Deans at the
community colleges.

Pre-entrance Immunization Requirements

New frst-year and transfer students must submit required health forms before registering
for classes. For additional information refer to Health Services on page 68.

Admission Following Withdrawal from Worcester
State or Leave of Absence

Matriculated students who fail to take a course during a calendar year will be
administratively withdrawn from Worcester State. Students who wish to permanently
withdraw from Worcester State or take a temporary leave of absence must complete
appropriate forms in the Academic Success Center. If the withdrawal or leave of absence
is fled prior to the last day to withdraw from courses for the term, “W” will be recorded on
the student’s record. Students who fle for leave of absence or withdrawal after the last
day to withdraw from courses for the term may petition if they feel circumstances warrant
the recording of “W” for all courses enrolled for that term. Normally, a leave of absence
is for one semester; however, a student may have up to one year to return to Worcester
State. Failure to return at the specifed time will result in an administrative withdrawal from
Worcester State.
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Re-activation of Degree Status

There are two procedures in which students can reactivate their matriculation status at
Worcester State after withdrawal/non-continuous attendance/dismissal: readmission
and reinstatement.

Readmission:

Students who have attended other colleges/universities since their withdrawal and wish to
have these credits evaluated for transfer to their Worcester State program, will need to be
readmitted through the Admissions Offce. Also, students re-applying for the following majors
must do so through the Admissions Offce: Education (Elementary and Early Childhood),
Nursing, and Occupational Therapy. Applications are available in the Admissions Offce
(Administration Building, Room 248) and online at www.worcester.edu.

Reinstatement:

If students have not accumulated any college level courses prior to seeking reactivation of
their degree status and are not applying for the following majors: Education (Elementary and
Early Childhood), Nursing and Occupational Therapy, they should apply for reinstatement
directly through the Registrar's Offce (Administration Building, Room 107). It is the students'
responsibility to supply and update the following documents if not already on fle. Deadline
for fall-July 1; spring-November 1; summer-April 1.

 fnal high school transcript

» completed proof of residency form

« offcial transcript of all courses completed at each post-secondary institution
attended (excluding Worcester State)

Upon completion of any missing data, the student's fle will be reviewed and a plan for
academic persistence and success will be developed. Students then must meet with an
advisor in the declared major in order to register.

Academic Progress after reinstatement/readmission

Itis expected that students must attain a minimum GPA of 2.0 for each semester following
their return. Failure to maintain a 2.0 overall average will result in a second separation
from Worcester State not subject to appeal.

All reinstated students follow the degree, program, and graduation requirements from
the catalog in effect at the time of their reactivation, not those in effect at the time of their
withdrawal. Students need to attend Worcester State at least for one semester prior to
graduation certifcation.

Special Non-Matriculated Students

Students classifed as Senior Citizens, College Academic Program Sharing (CAPS) and
Colleges of Worcester Consortium may enroll as Special Students. Others may enroll up
to a maximum of 11 credit hours on a space available basis at a time designated by the
Registrar. Others who wish to enroll for more than 11 credit hours in state-supported classes
must be admitted to Worcester State through the Admissions Offce before taking courses.

Admission to Non-Degree Programs

Applicants who have already earned a bachelor’s degree and wish to complete a second
major, Elementary, Middle or Secondary Education should specifically request an
undergraduate application form. Applicants who have completed a Non-Licensure program
in Early Childhood Education may apply for a Non-Degree Licensure Education program.
Applicants with an Early Childhood Non-Licensure degree must have a minimum of three
(3) years teaching experience or have completed the equivalent of a second major in
liberal arts and sciences.
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Second Baccalaureate Degree

Applicants who have already earned a bachelor’s degree may apply for a second
baccalaureate. Requirements for this degree are found on page 35.

Evening Undergraduate Course Offerings

Evening undergraduate course offerings are designed primarily to meet the needs and
interests of adult learners and other non-traditional students who pursue study primarily
on a part-time basis. The evening schedule of courses offered by Worcester State is
especially convenient for students whose job and family commitments prevent enroliment
in day programs. Instruction in evening courses is provided by Worcester State faculty
and qualifed adjunct faculty.

All degree seeking students must follow the procedures for admission to Worcester State
outlined above. Students are advised that there is no guarantee that all courses necessary
for completion of degree requirements will be available exclusively in evenings/summers.

Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Medical and Pre-Dental Program

The program recognizes the individual needs of students. Each post-baccalaureate
candidate has his/her own academic history. The program recognizes these individual
differences. Each participant’s academic history is evaluated and appropriate courses are
advised based upon his/her specifc needs. Pre-Medical and Pre-Dental students have
access to Worcester State’s Pre-Medical & Pre-Dental Advisory Committee including its
advisory service and its recommendation letter process.

Students who complete twenty-four credits of the Basic Core Science Courses Required
for Medical and Dental School and/or other elective courses at Worcester State will receive
a Certifcate of Completion.

Students who have taken no science courses or very few should take the Basic Core
Science Courses as prerequisites for medical and dental school. Students who complete
the Basic Core plus two semesters of mathematics and NS 400, Natural Science Seminar
are eligible for a Second Major, namely, Natural Science. In addition students who meet
Worcester State’s requirement for foundation and distribution courses are eligible for a
Second Baccalaureate Degree. Students entering the program with a strong background
in the sciences may opt to take advanced courses in his/her area of interest. Through the
Division of Graduate and Continuing Education students may major in Natural Science.
In addition, program participants are eligible for the one year full time Post Baccalaureate
Nuclear Medicine Technology Certifcate Program offered by Worcester State and the
UMASS Memorial Medical Center. The Core Basic Science Courses and mathematics
courses through Calculus | and Il are offered at Worcester State throughout the academic
year in both the day and evening as well as during Worcester State’s Summer Session.
Interested students should contact the Offce of Graduate and Continuing Education.
Additional information is available at www.worcester.edu/PreMed.

The Basic Core

CH 120 & CH 121  General Chemistry | & Il 8 credits
CH 201 &CH 202  Organic Chemistry | & Il (Lectures) 6 credits
CH 203 & CH 204  Organic Chemistry Lab | & Il 4 credits
PY 221 & PY 222 General Physics | & Il 8 credits
or

PY 241 & PY 242 Physics | & Il 8 credits
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Bl 140 Introduction to Organismal Biology 4 credits
Bl 141 Introduction to Cellular & Molecular Biology 4 credits

Science and Mathematics Electives

Bl 204 Microbiology

CH 210 Chemical Analysis
CH 301 Physical Chemistry |
CH 302 Physical Chemistry Il
CH 303 Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
MA 200 Calculus |

MA 201 Calculus 1l

PY 240 Optics

PY 310 Modern Physics

Ch 410 Biochemistry |

CH 411 Biochemistry Il

Student Right-to-Know Act

The Student Right-to-Know Act of 1990 requires Worcester State to make available to
prospective and enrolled students the graduation or persistence rates of selected groups of
students. This information is available for review through the Assistant Vice President of
Enrollment Management (Administration Building, Room 355, Undergraduate Admissions
Offce (Administration Building, Room 248).
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Academic Honesty

Academic integrity is an essential component of a Worcester State education. Education
is both the acquisition of knowledge and the development of skills that lead to further
intellectual development. Faculty are expected to follow strict principles of intellectual
honesty in their own scholarship; students are held to the same standard. Only by doing
their own work can students gain the knowledge, skills, confdence and self-worth that
come from earned success; only by learning how to gather information, to integrate it and to
communicate it effectively, to identify an idea and follow it to its logical conclusion can they
develop the habits of mind characteristic of educated citizens. Taking shortcuts to higher
or easier grades results in a Worcester State experience that is intellectually bankrupt.

Academic integrity is important to the integrity of the Worcester State community as a
whole. If Worcester State awards degrees to students who have not truly earned them, a
reputation for dishonesty and incompetence will follow all of our graduates. Violators cheat
their classmates out of deserved rewards and recognition. Academic dishonesty debases
the institution and demeans the degree from that institution.

It is in the interest of students, faculty, and administrators to recognize the importance
of academic integrity and to ensure that academic standards at Worcester State remain
strong. Only by maintaining high standards of academic honesty can we protect the value
of the educational process and the credibility of the institution and its graduates in the
larger community.

What Constitutes Academic Dishonesty?

Academic dishonesty includes intentional violations of accepted standards of ethics and
academic integrity as well as negligent violations of standards that the individual reasonably
should have known and followed. The following is not an exhaustive list of violations but
provides guidelines for evaluating common areas of concern, such as cheating, plagiarism
and falsifcation of information. Violations of academic honesty include:

1. Cheating, including but not limited to:

a. traditional cheating methods including copying on exams or assignments, letting
other students copy one’s own work, using crib sheets in quizzes and tests,
glancing at other students’ work, or giving answers to other students

b. giving or receiving unauthorized assistance in exams, laboratory exercises or other
academic assignments or attempting to do so, or using unauthorized materials
or information sources on tests or assignments, including communication via cell
phones or computers or use of materials stored on or accessed by computer or
other digital media, or collaboration between or among more than one student
on an assignment that is supposed to be done individually
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2.

28

submitting someone else’s work as one’s own or allowing others to claim one’s
own work as theirs including misrepresenting one’s identity in an online course
or allowing others to do so

obtaining from any source an unauthorized copy of a test or assignment or portion
of a test or assignment, and/or disseminating such material through any means
including cell phone or computer.

Plagiarism, including but not limited to:

a.

use of other people’s ideas, words, research or artistic creations without giving
credit

i. submitting any work, including homework, not done by the person who hands
it in and whose name is on it

ii. submitting papers or other work purchased, copied or obtained free in whole
or part from another source, including papers from the internet or from another
person, including a friend or a relative

iii. using another person’s unpublished ideas without permission, taking credit
for another person’s unpublished ideas, or taking sole credit for the product
of joint efforts with another person

improper or inadequate citation of material from books, professional periodicals,
magazines, websites, unpublished reports, personal communications, images,
graphic materials or other citable sources

i. use of facts, data, or specifc ideas without citing the source

ii. inaccurate or incomplete citation of sources

iii. quoting another’s words without indicating it is a quotation

iv. using extensive quotations in place of one’s own ideas, even when cited

Note: standards and forms for citation vary among disciplines and even among
teachers. Students should ask their teachers about the expectations for any
particular course or project.

Misrepresentation or falsifcation of information, including but not limited to:

a.

intentionally misrepresenting information to help make a point not supported by
the work including misquoting or taking ideas out of context

falsifying the collection or interpretation of data in a research project
citing sources not used

falsifying one’s qualifcations, including academic background or other experience.

Seeking credit for the same work in more than one course, including but not limited to:

a.

submitting the same paper or project, or signifcant parts of the same paper or
project, to two or more different courses without getting permission from the
professors who give the grades

using the same internship or feldwork experience for two or more different courses
without prior permission from the professors and internship supervisors involved.

Other academic misconduct, including but not limited to:

a.

forging, damaging or changing examinations, grades or other academic material
or records including written and/or electronic material and records

interfering with or damaging another student’s work including homework, papers,
laboratory assignments, artistic creations or research projects
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c. removing or damaging academic material or equipment, including electronic
data, belonging to Worcester State or any other member of the Worcester State
community

d. deliberately making a false report of academic misconduct or covering up an
incident of academic misconduct.

What Are Possible Sanctions?

If the instructor chooses to resolve this issue without referring it to the Academic Judicial
Board, he or she has the power to give the student penalties such as a warning, a hew
assignment or test to replace the one which was not done honestly, or a failing grade on
the work in question or in the class. Instructors do not have the power to assign community
service or to expel the student: those penalties are in the power of the Academic Affairs
offce/Academic Judicial Board only.

Typically, instructors will use these powers to deter the student from cheating in the future
without branding the student as dishonest in any offcial record; they may warn the student
that they will come forward with proof of this infraction if they hear that the student has
repeated the offense. Instructors may choose to give warnings, require new work, and/or
give failing grades on assignments will do so the frst time a student turns in dishonest work;
a failing grade in the class is usually reserved for repeat offenders and serious, deliberate
offenses such as turning in work done by another student as one’s own, using electronics
to get answers during in-class exams, or stealing exams or answer keys before a test.

The student has the right to appeal any instructor’s decision to the Academic Judicial Board
which may uphold or change the instructor’s decision.

The Judicial Board may assign penalties ranging from a warning to expulsion. Comprised
of faculty, students, and administrators, its membership is designed to be aware of
the differences between different kinds of academic dishonesty and of the strains and
temptations that may lead to bad decisions.

Unless it is dealing with repeat offenders, the Judicial Board will probably respond to minor
infractions with failing grades on the particular assignment in question or in the course.
Deliberate dishonesty, such as use of answer keys or electronic aids during exams, theft
of examination papers prior to the test, submission as one’s own of work done by another
student or found or purchased online, etc. should be grounds for a failing grade in the
course, with community service hours in addition as a possibility.

Repeated infractions would put offenders at risk of expulsion, as would extremely serious
offenses, like stealing an examination and sharing it with other students before the test or
having another student take a test in one’s place in an online course.

Students at risk of expulsion will be given a written warning, which they will be required to
sign and return within 10 working days.

Acts that are not only dishonest, but criminal, like changing a grade through illegal access
to Worcester State computers, can be punished by expulsion without prior warning.

Undergraduate Policies and Procedures for Handling Cases of Academic
Dishonesty

1. Students’ Rights
a. Students will have the presumption of innocence until proven guilty.

b. Students will continue their student status unless and until sanctions are imposed
at the conclusion of judicial sanctions which would limit or remove this status.

c. Students are allowed to have an advisor of their choosing at hearings of the
Academic Judicial Board. The advisor may counsel the student during the hearing
but may not address the Board.
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d. Students are allowed to view evidence against them.

e. Hearings at the Academic Judicial Board will proceed even if the student does
not appear. However, the student’s absence cannot be the reason a student is
found guilty.

f.  Students will be notifed via certifed mail if a report is being made concerning
them in the Central File.

g. Students may review their records in the Central File within 45 days of the day
Worcester State receives a request for access, as stated in FERPA.

h. Students may ask Worcester State to amend a record that they believe is
inaccurate or misleading. They should write to the Vice President for Academic
Affairs, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why
it is inaccurate or misleading.

Students should submit to the Vice President for Academic Affairs written requests
that identify that they wish to view their record(s) in the Central File. The Vice
President will make arrangements for access and notify the student of the time
and place where the records may be inspected.

If the VP for Academic Affairs decides not to amend the record as requested by
the student, Worcester State will notify the student of the decision and advise
the student of his or her right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.
Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the
student when notifed of the right to a hearing.

Initiation

In cases involving the violation of academic integrity, students and faculty are strongly
encouraged to resolve matters without resorting to offcial judicial proceedings. If the
faculty member and student are unable to resolve the issue themselves, the chair
of the department in which the course was taken should be asked to mediate. If
resolution is not possible at this level, the case will go to the Academic Judicial Board
(refer to 3 below).

Faculty members and appropriate administrators are strongly urged to report any
violations of academic integrity to the Academic Central File.

Academic Central File

An Academic Central File of students proven to have violated Worcester State’s
Academic Honesty Policy will be kept in the Offce of Academic Affairs. Only the
Academic Vice President or his/her designee will have direct access to the Central
File. A fle will only be created for a student upon a case’s fnal resolution with a faculty
member, with a department chair, or with the Academic Judicial Board.

Faculty members have the option of reporting students to the Academic Central File.
Reports, which are statements of resolutions of cases and not allegations, that are
sent to the Academic Central File must be supported with proof of some kind. For
example, the instructor may submit a copy of a plagiarized paper along with a printout
of the same paper from the internet. A faculty member who reports a student for the
kind of cheating that can’t be proved without a camera (copying from the person in
the next chair, sneaking a peak at the book in a closed-book test, asking a classmate
for an answer) must provide the reasons for the accusation in writing. Students who
are added to the Academic Central File will be informed of the fact in writing.

Reporting a student is not necessarily linked to a disciplinary action; the faculty member
still has discretion over whether to take the case to a judicial hearing. In special cases,
when the Provost/Academic Vice President notices that a student has two or more
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signifcant violations in the Central File, he or she can refer the case to the Academic
Judicial Board, which may then initiate disciplinary proceedings against this student.

Faculty members who provide evidence that a student in their course has violated
the Academic Honesty Policy may meet with the Provost/Vice President of Academic
Affairs or his/her designee to fnd out if a student has a fle, and if so, how many times
he/she has been reported to the Academic Central File. Relevant information limited to
the student’s name and number of times he/she has been reported to the Central fle
may be disclosed to a faculty member to assist in making decisions regarding cases
of academic honesty. The procedures by which students access these fles will be the
same as those for accessing their academic records. The Academic Judicial Board, in
the course of deciding a case of academic dishonesty, may access a student’s fle. A
student’s fles are purged according to current FERPA rules. Students’ fles are purged
upon graduation, withdrawal, dismissal or transfer from Worcester State. When a
student’s fle(s) have been purged, the student will be notifed in writing by certifed mail.

Academic Judicial Board

At any point beyond the departmental level, either the student or the faculty member
may elect to take the issue to the Academic Judicial Board following the procedures
outlined below.

a. A student may request an Academic Judicial Board hearing:

i. Because she or he has been unable to resolve an accusation of academic
dishonesty with a faculty member or the chair of that faculty member’s
department.

ii. Inresponse to a notice that an Academic Central File posting is to be made.

The student makes this request, in writing, to the Chairperson of the Academic
Judicial Board, in care of the Offce of Academic Affairs.

b. Any member of the Worcester State community may report any student to the
Academic Judicial Board for violations of the Academic Honesty Policy. Reports
shall be prepared in writing, directed to the Chairperson of the Academic Judicial
Board (in care of the Offce of Academic Affairs), and submitted as soon as possible
after the incident takes place, preferably within 30 days. The Chairperson has the
authority to extend this timeframe on a case-to-case basis.

c. The Chairperson will determine if the complaint lacks merit and/or if it can be
disposed of by mutual consent of the parties involved on a basis acceptable to
the Chairperson. Such disposition shall be fnal, and there shall be no subsequent
proceedings. If the case cannot be disposed of by mutual consent, the matter will
proceed to the Academic Judicial Board.

d. All charges shall be presented to the accused student in writing via certifed mail
with return receipt requested; the same letter will also be sent by frst class malil
to the student’s current address as registered with Worcester State. The hearing
shall be scheduled not less than seven or more than ffteen calendar days after
the student has been notifed. All parties shall receive at least seven days advance
written notice of the date, time and place of the hearing. Maximum time limits for
scheduling of hearings may be extended at the discretion of the Chairperson.

e. The Chairperson will schedule an Academic Judicial Board hearing.

i. The hearing will be conducted by the Chairperson of the Academic Judicial
Board, chosen by the board members.
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ii. The Academic Judicial Board is comprised of two faculty members, one
administrator and two students. The faculty members are appointed by
the MSCA. The administrative member is appointed by the Associate Vice
President of Academic Affairs, in consultation with the Vice President of
Academic Affairs. The student members are appointed by the Student
Government.

iii. A quorum of three members must be present to convene a hearing.

Hearings shall be conducted by the Academic Judicial Board according to the
following guidelines:

i. All procedural questions are subject to the fnal decision of the Chairperson
of the Academic Judicial Board present at the hearing.

ii. Hearings shall be conducted in private.

ii. In hearings involving more than one accused student, the Chairperson of the
Academic Judicial Board, at his or her discretion, may permit the hearings
concerning each student to be conducted separately.

iv. The complainant and the accused each have the right to be assisted by an
advisor from the Worcester State community. Advisors may counsel their
respective party during the hearings, as permitted by the Academic Judicial
Board. Advisors are not permitted to participate directly in the hearing.

v. The complainant, the accused and the Academic Judicial Board shall have
the privilege of presenting witnesses to any violations of academic integrity.
The accused and the complainant shall have the opportunity to cross-examine
witnesses presented by the other. Members of the Academic Judicial Board
shall have the right to question any witnesses.

vi. All hearings are closed to friends and relatives of the accused unless they
were actual witnesses to the violation of academic integrity. Witnesses are
excluded from the hearing except when called to testify.

vii. Pertinent records, exhibits and written statements may be accepted for
consideration by the Academic Judicial Board at the discretion of the
chairperson.

viii. After the hearing, the Academic Judicial Board shall determine by majority vote
whether the student has violated Worcester State’s standards of academic
honesty.

ix. The Academic Judicial Board’s determination shall be made on the basis of
whether it is more likely than not that the accused student violated the rules
of academic honesty in the manner charged against him or her.

A written record of Academic Judicial Board proceedings shall be made by the
board or its secretary. This record shall be the property of Worcester State and
will be housed in the Offce of Academic Affairs. The record will state the fnal
decision of the board, a statement of the board’s fndings of fact, its determination
of the provision(s) of the Academic Honesty Policy, if any, that the student violated
and the sanction(s), if any, imposed. The record may also include a summation of
witness testimony. A copy of the fnal decision shall be given to the complainant
and the accused.

Students may not be found to have violated the Academic Honesty Code solely
because they fail to appear before a judicial body for a scheduled hearing. In all
cases, the materials and information in support of the charges shall be presented
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and considered, as the hearing will be held in the absence of the student, should
he/she fail to attend.

In the absence of a functioning Academic Judicial Board or Academic Board of
Appeals, such as during exams or during the summer and semester breaks,
disciplinary hearings (under this Section 3, and the following Section 4) will be
the responsibility of the Associate Vice-President of Academic Affairs or his/her
designee. When he/she deems it appropriate, a hearing may be postponed until
the beginning of the new semester.

Possible sanctions that the Academic Judicial Board could impose would depend
upon the severity of the offense; however, the Board could choose to uphold the
original faculty decision or impose another punishment, which might include failing
the course, expulsion from the major or program, or expulsion from Worcester
State.

Academic Judicial Board of Appeals

The purpose of the Academic Judicial Board of Appeals is to conduct procedural
reviews of cases. It is not intended as an evidentiary panel. It is not the job of the
Academic Judicial Board of Appeals to hear new evidence.

a.

A decision reached by the Academic Judicial Board may be appealed by the
accused student(s) or the complainant to the Academic Judicial Board of Appeals
within fve working days of the date of the decision letter. Such appeals shall be in
writing and shall be delivered to the Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs
or his/her designee.

The Academic Judicial Board of Appeals will consist of one administrator, two
students and two faculty members and will be chosen in the same manner as the
members of the Academic Judicial Board (see 3.e.ii. above). The administrator
in this case, will be the Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs or his/her
designee.

In cases where the student fles an appeal, the complainant, and, in cases that
were decided by Academic Judicial Board hearing, the Chairperson of that Board,
shall be notifed. In cases where the appeal is not initiated by the student, the
student shall be notifed.

An appeal is not a new hearing but is a review of the summation/record of the initial
hearing and supporting documents for one or more of the following purposes:

i. To determine whether the original hearing was conducted fairly in light of
the charges and evidence presented, and in conformity with prescribed
procedures.

ii. To determine whether the fnding of responsibility or no responsibility is
supported by the weight of the evidence.

iii. To determine whether the sanctions imposed were inappropriate.

When the appellant wishes to introduce new evidence, suffcient to alter a decision,
or other relevant facts not brought out in the original hearing, because the person
appealing did not know such evidence and/or facts at the time of the original
hearing, the Chairperson of the Academic Judicial Board of Appeal (the Associate
Vice President of Academic Affairs) will decide whether to instruct the Academic
Judicial Board to convene a new hearing of the case. If a case is returned to the
Academic Judicial Board for consideration of new evidence, all parties shall have
equal opportunities to submit new material.

Upon completion of the appellate hearing, the Academic Judicial Board of Appeals
shall promptly notify the accused student, the complainant and the chair of the
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Academic Judicial Board of the outcome of the appeal. Said decision(s) shall take
one of the following forms:

Appeal Upheld: the appellant’s request for relief has been honored. In the case
of an upheld appeal, the new fndings/sanctions shall be stated,;

or

Appeal Denied: the appellant’s request for relief is denied and the fnding(s) and/
or sanction(s) stand.

In extraordinary circumstances, the Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs
or his/her designee may waive the deadline for fling an appeal. The decision to
waive or not to waive a deadline shall be fnal and shall not be subject to any
appeal.

No disciplinary sanction shall be imposed while an appeal is pending unless the
Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs determines that such action would
be in the best interest of the Worcester State community.

Administrative Failing Grade

In cases where the sanction for academic dishonesty is determined to be a failing
grade for the course, the registrar will be informed immediately. The registrar will
record an administrative failure. Such a grade is not subject to withdrawal or appeal.
A student who receives a failing grade for a course due to a violation of academic
honesty cannot eradicate that failure through the normal grade appeal process or by
withdrawing from the course.

Matriculation

Matriculation is a process whereby students are admitted to Worcester State and pursue
a formal course of study leading to the bachelor's degree, second major, certifcate,
professional certifcation or master's degree.
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General Requirements for the Baccalaureate Degree

Candidates for a baccalaureate degree must complete 120 semester-hour credits with
a 2.0 Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) and a minimum 2.0 GPA or higher in the
departmental and ancillary courses of the major feld of concentration. To receive a
baccalaureate degree from Worcester State, a student must:

» complete 30 of the last 40 credits at Worcester State;
e earn a majority of credits in the major at Worcester State;
e earn a majority of credits in the minor (if elected) at Worcester State.

Students completing their degrees within six years must meet the degree requirements of
the catalog under which they enter Worcester State. After six years, students are subject
to the degree requirements of the catalog in effect for their year of graduation.

Second Baccalaureate Degree: A student who holds a bachelor’s degree from Worcester
State or another four-year institution of higher education accredited by regional accrediting
agencies may be awarded a second bachelor’s degree by completing a minimum of 30
additional semester hours of prescribed work at Worcester State after matriculation into
the second degree program. Twelve semester hours of the 30 must be in upper- level
work in the student’s major, and the student must meet all requirements for that major. In
addition, in order to be granted a second degree, the student must meet all current catalog
requirements for a baccalaureate degree at Worcester State, as follows:

 All courses from the former institution which the Offce of Admissions deems usable
towards fulfliment of the foundation, general education requirements, and the LASC
requirements currently existing at Worcester State will be transferred to the student’s
second baccalaureate program.

» All courses transferred into the student’s major for the second degree are subject
to the approval of the Department Chair.

» As many credits from the former institution as are deemed appropriate by the Offce
of Admissions will be transferred to the student’s second degree program as elective
credits (up to and not to exceed 90 credits).

Post-baccalaureate students who seek a second major but do not seek a second
baccalaureate degree at Worcester State will receive a letter from the Registrar certifying
completion of the second major upon completion of all prerequisites to the major and all
requirements of the major. After matriculation into either post-Baccalaureate program,
no additional transfer credits will be allocated as graduation credit.

35



Academic Policies and Procedures

General Education Requirements

Track |
For first-year students admitted and matriculated in fall 2009 or later only.

Track Il
For transfer students and all students matriculated prior to fall 2009.

Beginning with the academic year 2009-2010, first-year students will fall under Track I, the
new program of general education: the Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum. Students
matriculated prior to fall 2009 and transfer students will fall under Track I, the general
education requirements in place prior to the fall 2009.

Track |

General education requirements for first-year students admitted
and matriculated in fall 2009 or later only.

The Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum (LASC)

An education in the liberal arts and sciences enables students to understand their world,
and it equips them to analyze, appreciate, and affect that world. With these aims in
mind, the faculty at Worcester State have designed the Worcester State Liberal Arts and
Sciences Curriculum (LASC) to ensure breadth both in the range of subjects that students
will encounter and in the range of approaches to that material. In addition, the Liberal Arts
and Sciences Curriculum emphasizes the fundamental abilities and attitudes that make
it possible to beneft fully from a liberal education. While the specialization provided by a
student’s major feld of study is essential to a Worcester State education, the breadth and
integration provided by the Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum supplies an invaluable
context for understanding the wider world.

Given the crucial importance of languages other than English in today’s global society,
Worcester State strongly encourages the study of world languages, through the majors
and minors, and also through combining the requirements in Global Perspectives and
Thought, Language and Culture. Students may also choose to study languages through
their elective courses.

The Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum is aimed at achieving the following student
learning outcomes. Having completed classes in the Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum,
students will:

» Demonstrate effective oral and written communication.
« Employ quantitative and qualitative reasoning.
» Apply skills in critical thinking.

Apply skills in information literacy.

« Display an appreciation for the interrelations among global and cross-cultural
communities.

» Develop a critical understanding of the U.S. experience.

Understand the roles of science and technology in our modern world.
« Demonstrate and value personal creative expression.

Understand how scholars in various disciplines approach problems and
construct knowledge.
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 Display socially responsible behavior and act as socially responsible agents
in the world.

» Make connections across courses and disciplines.

» Develop as healthy individuals — physically, emotionally, socially, ethically,
and intellectually.

First-year Seminar

All frst-time, frst-year students will be enrolled in and must complete a frst-year seminar.
The frst-year seminar will be a three-credit course with enrollment limited to 20 students
and taught exclusively to frst-year students in a seminar format. Any make-up of the
First-year Seminar requirement must be successfully completed within the frst 60 credits
of study.

First-year Seminars:

» Engage beginning Worcester State students and explore diverse topics that are
more controversial or more narrowly focused than standard introductory courses.

» Encourage students to apply the knowledge that they acquire to address specifc
problems and challenges within Worcester State, the community, and the world.

» Encourage students to be active, refective learners.

¢ Include assignments or activities that orient students to and require the use of the
library, educational technology, standard methods of reference and citation, that
address the issues of plagiarism and academic honesty, and that require writing and
at least one additional competency, (for example oral presentation or quantitative
analysis).

» Meet the criteria for one of the Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum content areas.

» Encourage students to participate in student life and community activities that are
part of the frst-year experience.

Writing
(up to 6 credits) Students must complete one three-credit course devoted to addressing
the rhetorical abilities necessary for effective college writing and an additional three-
credit course emphasizing formal academic genres, academic research skills, and the
presentation of information to academic audiences. Currently EN 101 and 102 fulfll this
requirement. Students who are exempt or waived from EN 101 will have to complete an
additional three credits (currently EN102). Students who are exempt or waived from both
EN101 and EN102 will have fulflled the writing requirement.

Constitutions

(3 credits) Students must complete one course that teaches the constitutions of the United
States and the Commonwealth and which may be selected from the Liberal Arts and
Sciences Curriculum, the major feld, or electives. Courses which meet this requirement will:

» Require students to study the Constitutions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and of the United States

» Consider the historical context, addressing
» Antecedents in English law
* Idea of written fundamental law
» Context of colonial history
 Failed predecessors (the 1778 constitutions and the Articles of Confederation)
» Mechanism of drafting, ratifcation and amendment
 Infuence of the Massachusetts Constitution on the U.S. Constitution
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» Consider political thought in contemporary society, addressing
» How each constitution shapes modern life
« Differing interpretations, including by the courts
» Current issues related to each constitution
» Basic national, state and/or local political processes, and the rights and
obligations of citizenships

Students will complete courses in eight content areas. At least twelve of those
content credits must be at the 200 level or higher. Courses in the Liberal Arts and
Sciences Curriculum will not generally serve as major courses.

Natural Systems and Processes

(6-12 credits) Students must complete a minimum of two courses. At least one of the
courses taken in this area must have a lab component. At least one of the courses must be
a science course. These two requirements may be met by one course. Courses in this area:

» Study physical and natural systems and processes.
» Apply scientifc models, theories, and technology to problems facing society.

* Have an analytical and/or quantitative component and include interpretation,
communication and/or presentation of data and results.

» Compare and contrast various modes of scientifc inquiry.

» Place scientifc inquiry within its historical and contemporary contexts.

» Use and refect on the scientifc method of investigation.

» Address the strengths and limitations of scientifc inquiry in human understanding.

» Encourage students to become scientifcally literate citizens and be able to evaluate
scientifc information.

Students will complete one additional Quantitative Reasoning course or one additional
Natural Systems and Processes course for a minimum of four courses (minimum of 12
credits) across the two areas.

Quantitative Reasoning

(3-6 credits) Students must complete one course devoted to addressing the formal and
numerical reasoning skills necessary to complete college level work and to use quantitative
reasoning to analyze complex problems facing the world today. All students must pass
the Math Placement Test at the stipulated level. In this category students must complete
a course with the MA (mathematics) prefx within their frst 60 credits of study. (Exceptions
to this time frame may be necessary for transfer students.)

Courses in this area:
» Acquaint students with formal systems, procedures, and sequences of operations.
» Strengthen students’ understanding of variables and functions.
* Apply mathematical techniques to the analysis and solution of real-life problems.

» Develop an understanding of and facility with statistical analysis, including an
understanding of its applications and limitations. Courses meeting these criteria
must emphasize why statistical inference works and not simply how to use statistical
techniques.

» Strengthen understanding of the relationship between algebraic and graphical
representations.

» Emphasize the importance of accuracy, including precise language and careful
defnitions of mathematical concepts.
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Understand both underlying principles and practical applications of one or more
felds of mathematics.

Students will complete one additional course under Quantitative Reasoning or one additional
course under Natural Systems and Processes.

The United States and Its Role in the World
(3 credits) Students must complete one course. Courses in this area:

Study cultures, histories, and social practices in the U.S., including consideration of
the ways that differences in power affect different racial, ethnic, gender, and cultural
groups as evidenced by readings, texts, testimony, and narratives.

Address issues of economic and political power that shape the U.S. and the world

Trace the roots and development of U.S. political and economic institutions at home
and around the globe.

Focus on particular aspects of U.S. culture and how understanding them helps to
illuminate the larger context of U.S. society and its role in its world.

Global Perspectives
(6 credits) Students must complete two courses. Courses in this area:

Study the culture, history, or language of a nation or geopolitical area other than
the U.S.

Consider culture, power and place in phenomena such as globalization, cultural
colonialism, transnationalism, and human rights.

Investigate issues about the environment and sustainable development in
phenomena such as the use of natural resources and macroeconomic problems
that affect people and ecosystems around the world.

Study governance, peace and justice in a global context.

Analyze the international political economy in relation to governments, enterprises,
societal groups and communities from different countries.

Consider issues such as race, class, gender, age, sexuality, language, ability,
indigenous populations, transnational labor and refugee migration.

Thought, Language and Culture
(6 credits) Students must complete two courses. Courses in this area:

Explore human thought, history, culture, art, literature, and language (including
world languages).

Present the subject in the context of competing theoretical frameworks, for example,
about race, gender, historiography, textual analysis, or cultural interpretation.

Synthesize approaches from different disciplines.
Explore problems of ethics, politics, aesthetics, epistemology, and metaphysics.
Use original works as the primary object of study.

Require discursive written work, including standard references and citations, for
evaluation or extensive written work in a second language.

Human Behavior and Social Processes
(6 credits) Students must complete two courses. Courses in this area:

Develop an understanding of how factors such as market forces, politics,
demographics, physical environment, and culture affect individual behavior and
thinking.
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Examine political, economic and social structures and the interplay between the
individual and society.

Explore the ways in which the individual is an agent in shaping and understanding
his or her own experiences.

Consider the ways in which individual and social roles and identities are socially
constructed.

Show how the results of social research can be used to effect social change.

Teach the differences between and appropriate uses of qualitative and quantitative
research methods.

Investigate the ways in which scientifc inquiry is value-laden.

Help students understand the ways in which the various social sciences inform one
another.

Individual and Community Well-being
(3 credits) Students must complete one course. Courses in this area:

Explore the growth and development of the individual and address the interconnected
dimensions of well-being.

Study and evaluate the ways that the local, state, national, or private sectors frame
and implement social policies, and the consequences of these policies for well-being.

Examine social structures and practices such as urban and rural development,
planning, funding allocations, and legislative initiatives designed to secure the well-
being of the community.

Examine the short and long-term consequences of beliefs, behaviors and policies
that affect the well-being of individuals and communities.

Address the role of prevention strategies in promoting well-being.

Creative Arts

(6 credits) Students must complete two courses. Courses may focus on practice (a
performance or studio experience in art, music, or theater) and/or studies (a critical,
theoretical, or historical examination of the arts). Courses in this area:

Encourage recognition that artistic expression varies from one society and culture
to another.

Explore different traditions, styles and historical periods in the arts.
Promote freedom of expression and tolerance of divergent viewpoints.

Consider the importance of aesthetics and instill an awareness of how the arts
improve the quality of life.

Enable each student to cultivate his or her creative potential.

Teach the terminology, techniques and skills that comprise the arts in order to provide
the framework for informed creativity.

Capstone Experience

Capstone Experience: (variable credit) Capstone seminars are offered to students in their
junior or senior year through their major feld of study for varying credit or through a three-
credit course offered within the Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum. Capstone seminars
completed within a student’'s major feld of study will count toward major requirements.
Capstones completed through the LASC will count as an upper-level LASC requirement.
Enrollment in capstone seminars will be limited to 20 students.
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Capstone seminars:
 provide students the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of a subject area or skill
« require synthesis and integration of prior knowledge and abilities

« are designed to facilitate the transition from Worcester State University to the world
of work, professional development and/or graduate studies

e may include research, leadership and internship opportunities, artistic projects,
the production of a portfolio of student work, and/or other culminating learning
experiences

Courses Across the Curriculum

In addition to the requirements outlined above, students will be asked to complete two
Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) courses, two Diversity Across the Curriculum (DAC)
courses, and one Quantitative Reasoning Across the Curriculum course (QRAC). These
requirements may be met through the major feld of study, electives, or any other Liberal
Arts and Sciences Curriculum courses.

Writing Across the Curriculum

(6 credits) Writing Across the Curriculum: Students must complete two writing-intensive
(WAC) courses after completing the writing requirement (currently EN 101 and 102).
Students may count one WAC course in a language other than English toward this
requirement. Placement at the 300-level in a language other than English will satisfy the
prerequisite for WAC courses in that language. Any course in the Worcester State Liberal
Arts and Science Curriculum, individual major requirements, or elective may qualify as
WAC if it meets the following criteria. Courses labeled WAC:

* Require a variety of formal and informal writing assignments. Formal writing
assignments may include traditional essays and research papers, case studies,
process analyses, and reports on research fndings. Informal writing assignments
may include journals, lab notebooks, reading responses, and in-class essay
examinations.

» Offer students instruction in the conventions of writing for a particular discipline.

» Assign writing of different lengths and different formats, for a minimum total of
approximately 2500 words (or ten pages) during the course of the semester.

» Provide opportunities for revision.

« Incorporate clear explanations of assignments and various approaches to instruction
such as workshops, individual conferences with the instructor, and/or assignment
criteria handouts.

« Offer different types of feedback, such as traditional grading and evaluation, peer
review groups, self-assessment, and writing center sessions.

Diversity Across the Curriculum

(6 credits) Students must complete two courses, which may be selected from the Liberal Arts
and Sciences Curriculum, the major feld, or electives. Courses in this area address issues
of social and cultural diversity in the United States and/or in the world. These may include
differences in race, religion, ethnicity, language, national origin, gender identity, sexual
orientation, regional background, abilities, and/or age. Additionally, courses in this area:

e Study historical experiences, cultural patterns, and social advantages and
disadvantages of different groups within the society.

» Explore social problems such as racism, prejudice, discrimination, and exploitation
as both mainstream and non-mainstream groups experience them.
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« Examine the diversity within each group’s experience and how such experiences
are dynamic and continuously changing.

» Help students develop a sound knowledge of the methods of thinking about issues of
diversity, particularly the ability to distinguish facts from interpretations and opinions.

« Include materials written by as well as about persons from diverse groups.

» Develop an appreciation/respect for members of diverse groups.

» Demonstrate how to communicate culture-specifc and/or culture-general ways with
diverse groups in various contexts.

Quantitative Reasoning Across the Curriculum

(3 credits) Students must complete one Quantitative Reasoning Across the Curriculum
course. All students must pass the Math Placement Test at the stipulated level prior to
enrolling in a QRAC course. Courses in this area will:

* Apply quantitative reasoning both to frame and solve problems encountered
across areas of study.

« Demonstrate how quantitative literacy is embedded in everyday experiences.

» Evaluate a given problem, situation, or experiment, ask suitable questions,
and draw various conclusions and interpretations through the application of
quantitative reasoning.
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Track Il
General education requirements for transfers students and all
students matriculated prior to fall 2009 only.

Track Il: Foundation Requirements

**English Composition: 6 Credits
EN 101 English Composition I*, EN 102 English Composition Il

*unless waived by the Department of English.

NOTE: Students whose assessment scores indicate the need will be required to take Pre-
composition during the frst year. This course carries 3 developmental credits.

**Mathematics: 3 Credits
All students will complete one three-credit course, ordinarily during the frst year. Before
enrolling in a college mathematics course, the student may have to participate in the
mathematics laboratory, a developmental self-paced exercise for students whose
Accuplacer test scores indicate the need.

NOTE: Students whose assessment scores indicate the need will be required to take
Developmental Math during the frst year. This course carries 3 developmental credits.

Constitutions: 3 Credits
All students will complete, prior to graduation, one course in which the constitutions of both
the United States and Massachusetts are studied (Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter
73, Section 2A). Courses which satisfy this requirement include:

HI 111 and HI 112, US History | and II; HI/PO 218 and 219,
US Constitutional History | and 1I; PO 102, Constitutions: US and
Massachusetts; and PO 210, American Government.

Foundation courses may not be taken on a pass/fail basis. Courses taken to fulfill
foundation requirements cannot also be used to fulfill distribution requirements.

**Placement testing is required before registration into these courses. This is done through
the Academic Success Center, 508-929-8139.

Track Il: Distribution Requirements

Worcester State requires a specifed number of credits in the humanities, the behavioral
and social sciences, the natural sciences, mathematics, and fne arts, and health studies.
Students may select from a broad spectrum of courses in each of these areas. The
distribution requirements may be met in any year of the undergraduate program, but
students are advised to complete them insofar as possible during the frst two years of
study. The following restrictions apply:

a) No course within a student’s frst major discipline may be used to satisfy
any distribution requirement.

b) A student may apply no more than 6 credits in a given discipline within a
group toward the satisfaction of a distribution requirement; e.g., Humanities:
6 credits in English and 6 credits in History would satisfy the requirement;
9 credits in English and 3 credits in History would not.

Group I: Humanities 12 credits
Students will complete four courses (minimum of 12 credits) selected from the
disciplines of:

English

Foreign Languages
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History
Philosophy
Communication (excluding courses that apply to Group 1V).

Group II: Behavioral and Social Sciences 12 Credits
Students will complete four courses (minimum of 12 credits selected from the disciplines of:

Cultural Geography (“GE” prefxes)
Economics

Education

Political Science

Psychology

Sociology

Urban Studies

Group Ill: Natural Sciences and Mathematics 13 Credits
Students will complete four courses (minimum of 13 credits), at least one of which must
be a science laboratory course selected from:

Biology

Chemistry

Geology/Physical Geography (“GS” prefxes)
Mathematics

Natural Science

Physics

Group IV: Fine Arts 9 Credits
Students will complete three courses (minimum of 9 credits) selected from:

Art

Communication*

Music

Theatre

Visual and Performing Arts

*The following Communication courses are considered fne arts offerings and can be
used to satisfy Group IV: CM 150, CM 151, CM 160, CM 231, CM 241, CM 244, CM
247, CM 250, CM 259, CM 260, CM 360, CM 366, CM 374, CM 396.

Group V: Health Studies 3 Credits
Students will complete either one 3-credit health course or three 1-credit activity courses.
This basic requirement may be waived upon validation of completion of military basic
training; ROTC students receive a 1-credit exemption for each year of ROTC completed.

Laptop and Technology Requirement
Entering full- and part-time frst-year and transfer students are required to own a laptop
computer when they arrive on campus.

First-year Experience Requirement

First-year Seminar Requirement

Students who enter Worcester State as frst-time frst-year students must enroll in a frst-
year seminar—a course outside the student's major, which focuses on a special topic
or problem, and which is designated by FS and followed by the department and course
number designations. Students may choose from a variety of frst-year seminars that
are offered each year. First-year seminars differ from other courses in that they have a
limited enrollment, are designed for frst-year students, and emphasize the academic tools
necessary to ensure a successful Worcester State experience. First-year seminars are
designed to meet one of the General Education distribution requirements.
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Electives

Having met the general education requirements and those of the major (and minor, where
applicable), a student may elect other courses without restriction to complete the 120
semester hours of credit necessary for graduation. Since the purpose of elective courses
is to encourage exploration in diverse felds of knowledge, students are urged to take
advantage of the opportunity to broaden and deepen their intellectual development.

Intent to Graduate

The degree and diploma will be granted within 60 days of the fnal day of examinations for
the semester in which degree requirements have been met providing that students have
adhered to the following deadlines for fling an Intent to Graduate form:

December completion: Last Friday of October
May completion: Last Friday of December
August completion: Last Friday of May

Program

A program is an approved academic course of study whether it be a major, minor or
concentration.

Major/Minor

Major: Upon or after admission to Worcester State, and in any case prior to the beginning
of the junior year, degree seeking students declare an intent to major in a specifc discipline
or an approved interdisciplinary area. In general, a major is completed by earning between
30 and 48 credits with a minimum GPA of 2.0. Students may take additional electives in
their major if desired. Courses are selected under the direction, and with the approval of
the student’s faculty advisor in the major. No course from a student’s frst major discipline
may be used to fulfll the distribution requirements.

Declaration: A department and/or an appropriate interdisciplinary committee administering
an interdisciplinary major may establish standards for admission of enrolled students into
their major and minor programs. The standards are not based solely on any GPA. They may
be based on grades earned in prerequisite courses, demonstration of special knowledge
and skills through test, portfolios, interviews, and other relevant criteria. Departments and
interdisciplinary major administering committees must have standards approved by the All
College Committee. A minimum GPA at variance with Worcester State's policy may not be
used as a standard for retention as a major or minor student within a department and an
interdisciplinary program. Transfer credits must be approved by the major department or
the corresponding program administering committee. Not more than 2 courses from the
second major may be used to fulfll distribution requirements.

Minor: Although not required for graduation, a minor may be completed by earning
between 18 and 24 credits in a discipline other than the student’s major discipline and/or
in an interdisciplinary program.

Changing Major or Minor: A student wishing to change a major or minor feld of study
completes the Declaration/Change of Major/Minor Form at the Offce of the Registrar. A
request for a change in major or minor must be made in the Fall by mid-October and in the
Spring by mid-March. Forms for the declaration or change of a major/minor are available
at the Offce of the Registrar.
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Note: A student wishing to declare/change into Criminal Justice, Education, Nursing, or
OT must obtain approval from the Chair of the department.

Concentration

A concentration is a specialized track within a major or an approved interdisciplinary track
study. The number of credits and courses of study required to earn a concentration within
a major is determined by the major department or the program administering committee.

An interdisciplinary concentration may be completed by earning between 12 and 17 credits
in a specifed course of study as determined by the program administering committee.

Certificate

A certifcate is a course of study leading to a professional credential or certifcation. The
number of credits or courses required is determined by the program offering the certifcate.

Academic Advising

A student is assigned a faculty member from his or her major department to serve as
advisor in the selection of courses, changes in schedule, and all other academic matters.
Undeclared students have faculty/academic advisors assigned as well. The student meets
with the academic advisor during the regularly scheduled advising period each semester
to review academic progress and select courses for the coming semester. During the
registration period the advisor signs the registration form which the student presents in
order to enroll in classes. All advisors have offce hours so the student should contact the
advisor whenever information or an opinion on an academic matter is needed. Refer to
the Academic Advising Handbook online (www.worcester.edu/handbook) or the Academic
Success Center for further information.

Faculty advisors must approve all courses taken off-campus using appropriate
forms available in the Office of the Registrar.

Academic Support Services

Academic Success Center

The Academic Success Center is located in the Administration Building, Room 130. It
focuses on:

* Advising (for new frst-year students, transfer students and undeclared students)

» Placement testing

 Special frst-year initiatives such as the First-year Programs

 Organization of student workshops that deal with academic issues

* Tutoring for all academic subjects

Peer Advisors: The Academic Success Center sponsors a team of Peer Advisors who can
provide academic information about programs, policies, and procedures. New students
and those unsure of their choice of major are encouraged to drop-in and speak with these
students who are resources for support and referral.
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Tutoring Services

The aim of Tutoring Services is to increase student academic effectiveness. After a
preliminary assessment, assistance is provided on a one-to-one or small group basis. The
primary thrust of the service is directed toward 100- and 200-level courses, as this is the
time when students are learning how to adjust to college level study. The focus, therefore,
is on learning how to learn rather than on content area tutoring. Accordingly, tutors assist
students in improving their study skills, test-taking skills, and time management skills.

Students who think they may need academic assistance in order to achieve their
educational objectives should visit the Academic Success Center as soon as possible to
maximize the beneft of the service.

Math Lab Services

The Worcester State Math Lab, housed next to the Math Department (S143), is staffed
with a supervisor and peer tutors with day and evening hours (Monday through Friday). Its
main function is to offer students, who have not received a passing score on the Accuplacer
Arithmetic and/or Elementary Algebra test, resources for skill development.

This lab offers developmental tutoring on a walk-in basis and houses the mathematics
library as well as tutorial software. Any student in need of refreshing their mathematics skills,
or tutoring for MA 098 and MA 099, may use this lab which has both a wireless network
connection for lap-top users and several desktop computer stations.

The Writing Center

Located in Sullivan 306, the Writing Center is a resource available free of charge to all
members of the Worcester State community. The Writing Center is staffed by graduate
assistants and peer tutors who represent a variety of majors and interests. Sessions can
be arranged on an appointment or drop-in basis, and the staff of the Writing Center can
address basic and advanced writing needs. The Writing Center also hosts Writenet (www.
worcester.edu/owl), an online writing center that offers instruction and support over the
World Wide Web.

Worcester State Honors Program

Worcester State offers selected students the option of partially fulflling their distribution
requirements through participation in the college-wide Honors Program. The purpose of
the Honors Program is to present students with a diverse, innovative, and stimulating
learning environment that is composed of interdisciplinary and multicultural courses taught,
whenever possible, in small sections. Students are encouraged to contact the Honors
Program Director for information regarding admission into the program.

To continue in the Honors Program, the student must; complete a total of twenty-one credits
in honors courses (six 3-credit courses and a 3-credit capstone experience during their
frst year, sophomore year, junior and/or senior years).

Commonwealth Honors Scholars: Successful completion of the honors courses and a
senior thesis will qualify the student to become a Commonwealth Honors Scholar. The
Commonwealth Honors Program is a collaboration of select Massachusetts institutions
of higher education that provides the student with unique educational opportunities
through state-wide conferences, shared cultural activities, and cooperative academic and
research support. A student need not be a Commonwealth Honors Scholar to complete
the President’s Scholars Honors Program in good standing.
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Dean’s List (posted for matriculated undergraduate students only)

Full-time Students: Following the completion of each semester, the names of all students
enrolled for a minimum of 12 graded credits excluding courses taken on a pass/fail basis
and whose GPA for that semester is 3.5 or better will appear on the Dean’s List. The
distinction will be noted on the student’s transcript.

Part-time Students: Following the completion of each semester, the same criteria for
honors for full-time students will be applied to part-time day and evening students. Students
must have an academic load of a minimum of six credit hours excluding courses taken
on a pass/fail basis. The names of students whose GPA for that semester is 3.5 or better
will appear on the Dean’s List. The distinction will be noted on the student’s transcript.

Any student receiving an incomplete grade in a semester is ineligible for academic honors
in that semester.

Graduation Honors

According to the degree of academic excellence, graduates may be awarded the distinctions
of cum laude, magna cum laude, or summa cum laude. Students graduating with honors
must attain the following cumulative GPA based on all credits earned at Worcester State
(minimum 60 credit hours for transfer and second degree students).

Cum Laude 3.5-3.69
Magna Cum Laude 3.7-3.89
Summa Cum Laude 3.9-4.00

Academic Achievement Awards Ceremony

Conducted annually, the Academic Achievement Awards Ceremony gives special
recognition to Worcester State students who excel academically. Students so honored
include those achieving the highest grade point average in individual disciplines,
scholarship recipients, special academic award recipients, Dean’s List and honor
society inductees.

Registration and Course Information

Pre-registration for returning students is scheduled in the fall and spring of each academic
year for advance course selection. The order of registration proceeds from seniors to frst-
year students. Class determination is made at the completion of the Fall semester and
at the end of summer sessions. A student’s registration is not considered official until
all financial obligations are met.

Course Numbering: The 100 level offerings are introductory or survey courses that
generally do not require prerequisites. The 200 level courses are intermediate and
may require prerequisite courses. The 300 level courses are advanced and require
prerequisite courses. The 400 level courses are generally for seniors and include
seminars, independent study, and internships. Courses at the 900 level are open only
to post-baccalaureate students.

Prerequisites represent an essential body of knowledge and skills necessary for students
to succeed at an acceptable level in a course and/or are required to satisfy licensing and
certifcation standards. Specifc prerequisites are required for many courses and in certain
professional studies leading to licensing and certifcation. Prerequisites may be waived by
the instructor or department chair of the department offering the course.
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Corequisites are courses which support the successful completion of certain other courses
when taken concurrently. When a corequisite is listed for a course, the students are advised
to register for both at the same time. In some cases, prerequisite/corequisite classes may
fulfll distribution requirements.

Course Credit is counted in units called semester hours. The number of semester hours
carried by a particular course is indicated in the course description. Twelve to 19 semester
hours of credit per semester are considered a full-time schedule of study.

Course Overload: Special permission is required for students to register for more than 19
semester hours of credit. Forms are available at the Offce of the Registrar and advisor/
department and Dean's approval are required.

Course Repeat: Students in academic diffculty who wish to repeat a course must fle a
course repeat form with the Registrar. Only the higher of the two grades is computed in the
cumulative GPA. Students will not receive credit for a course more than one time except
for PE100 and MU102, 220, 225 and TH321 and may include departmental special topics
courses. Both the old and new grade appear on the transcript. Course repeats must be
taken at Worcester State.

Adding or Dropping a Course: Students may add/drop courses in accordance with the
deadline published in the academic calendar. It is the student’s responsibility to return the
completed form(s) to the Registrar’s Offce. After the deadline, students wishing to drop a
course must follow the procedure for withdrawal.

Withdrawal From Courses: W. A student may withdraw from a course at any point up
to one week after failure warnings have been issued. Choosing to withdraw is a serious
matter which may affect a student’s class standing, full-time status, fnancial aid, etc. A
student considering such a step should seek advice from the instructor or the faculty advisor.
To withdraw from a course, a student must obtain a Course Withdrawal Form from the
Registrar’s Offce and follow the prescribed steps. Mere non-attendance at class does
not constitute official withdrawal and may result in a failing grade.

In cases of academic dishonesty, the W grade may be reversed.

All “W” grades are permanently recorded on the student’s transcript. A student who
withdraws from all courses will be considered withdrawn from Worcester State, and
must file a formal intent to withdraw with the Academic Success Center.

Students who receive any form of Financial Aid or Veterans Educational benefts should
consult with the respective offce PRIOR to dropping or withdrawing from a course.
Reducing hour credit load may adversely affect eligibility to receive Financial Aid or Veterans
Educational benefts. In addition, most private insurance companies require that students
be full-time (12 credits or more) to be eligible for coverage.

Quality of achievement is represented by the following letter grades with associated points
per semester hour of credit.

A 4.0 - points per semester hour credit
A- 3.7
B+ 3.3
B 3.0
B- 2.7
C+ 2.3
C 2.0
C- 1.7
D+ 1.3
D 1.0
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D- 0.7

E 0.0 - no credit, included in calculation of GPA

| a temporary grade, not computed in the GPA

P pass/fail option; credit, not computed in the GPA

F pass/fail option; no credit, not computed in the GPA
W withdrawn; no credit, not computed in the GPA

AU Audit

Grade Point Average (GPA): At the end of each semester (and/or summer session),
a semester GPA is calculated by dividing the total number of credits attempted
(excluding grades of I, P, F, W) into the sum of the products of points and credits for
all courses taken.

A Cumulative Grade Point Average refecting the entire history of a student’s achievement
at Worcester State is also computed. The Cumulative GPA is a major factor in determining
class membership, academic standing, and eligibility for academic honors. Only grades
earned at Worcester State are computed in the cumulative GPA.

Audit Procedure Policy: Students electing to audit may attend classes but will not earn
grades or be permitted to submit assignments or take examinations. No academic credit is
awarded, but the student receives the benefts of course lectures and discussions. Consent
of the instructor is required to enroll in a class as an auditor.

Only students who are not matriculated undergraduates at Worcester State are eligible to
audit undergraduate courses. Also ineligible to audit courses are Consortium, CAPS, dual
enroliment, and foreign exchange students.

The audit option must be declared at the time of pre-registration or registration. Students
cannot switch to credit-bearing status or from credit-bearing to audit status after registration.
Audited courses do not count toward load for any purposes (e.g., fnancial aid, veterans’
benefts, etc.) The audit will be permanently recorded on the student’s transcript.

Pass/Fail: Students may elect up to two courses per semester on a pass/fail basis.
Foundation courses and courses within major(s) and minor(s) disciplines may not
be taken pass/fail, even when not applied to specific degree requirements. Students
must notify the Registrar’'s Offce at least four weeks prior to the last scheduled day of
classes if they intend to take a course on a pass/fail basis. Similarly, students deciding
to change from pass/fail status to standard grading must notify the Registrar’'s Offce by
the same deadline, four weeks before the fnal day of classes. Once a student decides
to change from pass/fail status to standard grading, it is not reversible; the letter grade
stands. No more than ffteen (15) hours may be taken on a pass/fail basis. No more than
two courses in any given semester may be taken pass/fail.

Independent Study: A matriculated student desiring to conduct an independent study
must select an instructor and prepare a written contract containing the content and credit
hours of the study. The approved contract should be submitted to the discipline during the
pre-registration advising period but no later than the frst week of the add-drop period. One
to six hours of credit may be granted for one semester of independent study. No more than
12 credits in independent study may be granted toward the baccalaureate degree. In no
event may the total number of credit hours earned in independent study at Worcester State
exceed 10% of the credit hours counted toward a Worcester State degree. The student
must provide a copy of the approved contract to the department chair, major advisor, the
instructor and the Registrar’s Offce no later than the last day of the add-drop period.

Incomplete Grades: When circumstances (e.g.: iliness) prevent a student from completing
a course on time the student is responsible for requesting an incomplete. The professor
may grant an incomplete provided the student had completed a substantial portion of the
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course requirements. The student must make arrangements with the professor to complete
the course within six weeks of the beginning of the next semester. The academic calendar
indicates the deadline for resolving incompletes from the previous term. If the requirements
are not met within the appropriate period, the incomplete will automatically become an “E,”
and so recorded on the student’s permanent record.

An extension of an incomplete for one semester may be granted if circumstances still
prevent the student from completing the course. In such cases, the student is responsible
for obtaining the approval of the professor who must notify the Registrar in writing of his/
her approval prior to the end of the initial six (6) week period. With regard to the extension
of an incomplete grade, the required course work must be completed by the student
prior to the beginning of the final examination period of the semester immediately
following the one in which the incomplete was originally issued. The instructor will
then have fve working days within which to submit a fnal grade to the Registrar.

Change of Grade: Once a grade has been posted to a student’s transcript that grade may
be changed if, and only if, an error has been made in the calculation or transcription of the
original grade. Under no circumstances will a change in grade for a student be allowed
because of the submission of additional work after the course has ended. No grade change
may be made after the conclusion of the semester following the semester in which the
grade was originally submitted.

Transcripts

Offcial transcripts of coursework taken at Worcester State may be obtained by eligible
students from the Offcce of the Registrar with the completion of a form available for that
purpose, or by writing the request. Students may also download the transcript request
form from our Web site (www.worcester.edu/transcriptrequest), and forward the completed
copy to the Registrar's Offce. Requests must include name while attending, current name
if different, Social Security number and/or student ID number, last date of attendance
and whether or not the student was offcially accepted into a program. Transcripts are $5
per copy. Payment must accompany the request in the form of a check made payable to
Worcester State. Transcripts cannot be ordered by telephone or fax.

International Programs

International Students

The International Programs Offce at Worcester State bears dual responsibilities advocating
internationalization on our campus as well as promoting academic and cultural exchanges
within the global community.

The Offce serves Worcester State students in implementing their academic goals,
specifcally in international education. Students are encouraged to pursue study abroad
experience during their academic studies at Worcester State. Worcester State has study
abroad agreements that allow study abroad in virtually every part of the world. Worcester
State also maintains exchange agreements with several higher education institutions
overseas. The Offce of International Programs collaborates with campus academic
departments to develop in-house study abroad programs. Led by our own faculty, in-house
programs allow students to interact with their faculty more closely while gaining valuable
international experience. Students who have achieved junior standing with a minimum GPA
of 2.5 and sophomores with a minimum GPA of 3.0 are eligible to study abroad. Students
are encouraged to meet with the study abroad advisor at any time to plan their study
abroad experience. Interested students may study abroad for one summer, one semester
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or an entire academic year at our partner institutions overseas. A detailed list of program
options can be found on the IPO website: www.worcester.edu/ip. Eligible students should
contact the study abroad advisor at 508-929-8835, or visit the International Programs
offce—Room A-159, or email kpalumbo2@worcester.edu.

With respect to international students and visiting persons, Worcester State is authorized
under federal law to issue 1-20 and DS 2019 forms for academic study or teaching at our
campus. All international students must have a valid student visa to travel to the U.S.
and an approval of student status to conduct required full-time study. Under the policy of
Department of Homeland Security, all international students must report to the Offce of
International Programs after their initial entry to the U.S. International students should
contact the offce by calling 508-929-8835 or email kpalumbo2@worcester.edu.

Intensive English Language Institute (IELI)

The Intensive English Language Institute offers students the opportunity to attain English
language fuency and U.S. cultural competencies to succeed in college or university studies.
IELI offers both full-time and part-time programs providing top quality ESL instruction to
international students and working professionals. Courses are not for credit.

In the Intensive ESL Program students study academic English up to 20 hours per week
to rapidly improve their fuency and competency. Classes meet in the fall and spring for
14 weeks and in the summer for 5 or 10 week sessions. Core courses focus on reading,
writing, listening, speaking, pronunciation, grammar and preparation for the iBT TOEFL
examination. The full-time program meets requirements for an F-1 student visa.

ESL classes in the Community Program meet 4-5 hours per week. Students improve their
English for work, further education, or general fuency.

Placement tests are required for all students to determine the best level.

Standards of Progress

Matriculated students (students admitted to Worcester State and pursuing a formal
course of study leading to the bachelor’s degree, second major, certifcate or professional
certifcation) are expected to make satisfactory and steady progress toward completion
of their programs.

Opportunities are available for student advisement, both within the departments and from
the Academic Success Center. However, each student is solely responsible for selecting
courses, which satisfy departmental requirements for a major, as well as the general
requirements for graduation as described in this catalog. Students are responsible for
familiarizing themselves with this information. Exemption from, or exception to, any
published requirement is valid only when approved in writing by the Vice President for
Academic Affairs or Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs and confrmed by the
Registrar.

Attendance

All students are expected to attend and participate in all class meetings and laboratory
sessions. In the event that illness or some other emergency prevents a student from
attending class, the student should contact the instructor directly. Since attendance
requirements differ according to the specifc academic goals of each course, students
should carefully check the attendance policy on the course syllabus. If there is
anticipated prolonged absence, the Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs
(Administration Building, Room 361) should be contacted.
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Academic Policies and Procedures

Worcester State abides by Chapter 375 of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, An Act
Excusing the Absence of Students for Their Religious Beliefs. Section 2B of this law states:
“Any student in an educational or vocational training institution other than a religious or
denominational educational or vocational training institution, who is unable, because of
his religious beliefs, to attend classes or to participate in any examination, study, or work
requirement on a particular day shall be excused from any such examination, study or
work requirement, and shall be provided with an opportunity to make up such examination,
study, or work requirement which he may have missed because of such absence on any
particular day; provided, however, that such makeup examination or work shall not create
an unreasonable burden upon such school. No fees of any kind shall be charged by the
institution for making available to the said student such opportunity. No adverse or prejudicial
effects shall result to any student because of his availing himself of the provisions of this
section.”

Academic Standing: For degree-seeking students, class membership is based up